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St. Maarten’s Prime Minister Marcel Gumbs (third row, third from left) was in Arlington, Virginia, on the US 
Memorial Day, along with Dutch King Willem Alexander, Queen Máxima and the other prime ministers of 
the Dutch Caribbean, to lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery. 
Story on page 14.

PHILIPSBURG--The Court of 
First Instance on Tuesday de-
clared inadmissible the trustee’s 
claim filed against the Central 
Bank of Curaçao and St. Maarten 
in the bankruptcy of Christian 
Kingdom Cooperative (CKC).
  The trustee, attorney-at-law Je-
roen Veen, held the Central Bank 
liable for the damages CKC’s ac-
countholders suffered after the 
Court in First Instance declared 
the credit union bankrupt on De-

cember 22, 2010, at the Central 
Bank’s request.
  In an administrative court pro-
cedure, the curator had asked the 
Court to condemn the Central 
Bank for wrongdoings towards 
all CKC-accountholders and to 
order the bank pay damages with 
interest. Due to the bankruptcy, 
accountholders, who had entrust-
ed CKC with their savings, lost all 
their money.

Continued on page 7

AIRPORT--According to a trust-
ed source, Taliesin Construction 
was chosen over the competition 
– Windward Roads and Design-
er’s Choice – for Princess Juliana 
International Airport’s fixed-base 
operations (FBO) project be-
cause the company charged less 
and scored more points according 
to evaluation reports by both an 
airport operating company team 
and Studio Acht, the project’s de-
signing company.  
  This question was answered in 
response to enquiries by Prime 
Minister (PM) Marcel Gumbs as 
he sent a notice of delay in early 
May in regard to building permits 
for the temporary office for the 
Meteorological Office, the Fire 
and Rescue Building and the 
FBO building. 

  The leaked letter by PM Gumbs 
disclosed that building permit 
applications were being held up 
because they were not signed by 
the landowner, Princess Juliana 
International Airport Holding 
Company PJIAH. However The 
Daily Herald now understands 
that the relevant documentation 
was available to PJIAH’s “care-
taker” Joseph Peterson for sign-
ing from early to mid-April.
  In the same letter, Gumbs re-
quested additional information 
and a number of documents “to 
ensure a comprehensive assess-
ment of the matter in question.” 
  This pertained to the process 
followed for the permit requests, 
the bidding process for the design 
and complete construction of the 
buildings, signed contracts per-
taining to design and construc-
tion, an independent assessment 
of estimated cost included in the 
permit requests and any addition-
al estimated cost expected.

Continued on page 8

PHILIPSBURG--At least two 
donors to political parties have 
exceeded the legally stipulated 
financial donations to political 
parties.
  Electoral Council Chairman 
Bert Hofman told The Daily Her-
ald excess donations were made 
on at least three occasions.

  Hofman declined to give the 
political parties that received the 
excess donations and the names 
of the donors. He explained that 
the parties and donors have not 

yet been officially informed by 
the council. That notification will 
be sent out this week.
  In any calendar year based on 
Article 41 of National Ordinance 
on the Registration and Financ-
ing of Political Parties, donations 
made to the same political party 
by a person, company or insti-

Continued on page 9

��Saba

STUDENT
ARRESTED 
A 27-year-old student of Saba Uni-
versity School of Medicine was arrest-
ed by the police on Monday in con-
nection with the homicide of medical 
student Kavya Guda. Page 13.

��Philipsburg

COUNTERFEIT
$100 NOTE
FirstCaribbean International Bank 
(FCIB) yesterday issued a statement 
in response to the claim of a woman 
who says the bank gave her a coun-
terfeit US $100 note. Page 4.
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STATIA 
BUDGET
The Committee for Financial Supervi-
sion CFT is deeply worried about the 
financial situation of the Government 
of St. Eustatius. Page 3.
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Agenda St. Maarten / St. Martin

POLICE  STATION
Philipsburg tel. 542-2222
Simpson Bay tel. 545-5500
HOT LINE 108
EMERGENCY  911
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Tel. 542-6001 or 919
HOSPITAL
Medical Center, Cay Hill
24-hour Emergency Service
tel. 543-1111 or 910
AMBULANCE
Philipsburg tel. 542-2111 or 912
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES
For medical emergencies after clinic hours, 
from 6:00 pm - 8:00 am and during weekends 
and holidays, all patients of hereunder men-
tioned family doctors can go to the emergency 
room of the St. Maarten Medical Center, tel.: 
543-1111 (ext. 1): Dr. A. Arrindell, Dr. F. Bou-
man, Dr. F. Bus, Dr. H. Deketh, Dr. A. Herles, 
Dr. G. van Osch, Dr. G. Spencer, Dr. P. Ar-
rindell, Dr. G. Bryson, Dr. J. Datema, Dr. G. 
Foeken, Dr. L. Knol, Dr. A. Raghosing and Dr. 
U. Tjaden.
SXM Animal Welfare Foundation Ambu-
lance Team 520-8887
CRIME STOPPERS ANYMOUS TIP LINE: 
543-TIPS(8477)
TELEPHONE INFO
Tel-em: 542-2211

ST. MAARTEN WEATHER INFO: 123
ST. MAARTEN TOURIST OFFICE
Krippa building, Juancho Yrausquin blvd. #6, 
tel. +1 721-5490200, fax. +1 721-542-0664
ST MAARTEN ZOO
Madame Estate: tel. 543-2030
Open daily 10 am - 6 pm.
October-March 9 am - 5 pm.
Admission: Adults: $10, kids $5. 
COLE BAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL: meet-
ing 1st. Thursday of month at Sun Flower 
Kinder Garten School, Union Rd. Cole Bay 
at 7:30pm
SERVICE CLUBS
ROTARY meeting at Divi Little Bay, every 
Wednesday at 12:20 p.m.(Tuscan Restaurant) 
Rotary Mid Isle meets every Tuesday 7 pm, 
at Mary’s Boon, Simpson Bay. Rotary Sunrise 
meets every Tuesday at 7am at Philipsburg 
Jubilee Library Conference room. Rotary 
club St. Martin Nord meet at the Grand Case 
Beach Club Sunday  at 7:30 p.m. Rotarac 
Club of St. Maarten Sunrise meets every 1st 
and 4th Saturday at 7pm at Holland House 
Beach Club.
LIONS meeting at the Upper Princess Quarter 
Community Centre Lions Den in Sucker 
Garden every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m.
ST.MAARTEN LEO CLUB meeting at the 
Lions Den every 1st, 3rd Saturday every 
month at 11:00 am
KIWANIS meets at Wifol Building on Thursday  

each month at 7.30pm. 
Kiwanis Key Club of the St. Maarten Acade-
my meeting at the St. Maarten Academy every 
Friday at 1.30 p.m.
KIWANIS SOUALIGA 1st & 3rd Monday 
7:00pm Holland House
JCI St. Maarten (JAYCEES) meeting at 
the Philipsburg Jubilee Library every last 
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. Busi-
ness attire required.
PHILIPSBURG TOASTMASTERS CLUB bi-
monthly sessions every first and third Thurs-
day of every month at the Library conference 
room at 8:00 p.m.
ST MARTIN MUSEUM
Frontstreet 7, Philipsburg, tel 542-4917
Opening hours from March 1st:
Monday - Friday:  10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sundays: closed.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Mon-Sun, 6-7pm, Red Cross Building, Airport 
Road. Saturday and Sunday at Mullet Bay 
beach next to restaurant 8.30-9:30am. 
Tel. 581-1875 / 544-3203
St. Maarten AIDS Foundation 55 Welfare 
road tel +5532626/ +5884636 
www.sxmaidsfoundation.org ; Facebook: 
sxmaidsfoundation
NATURE FOUNDATION ST. MAARTEN
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Tel. 544-4267, Fax. 544-4268.Email: info@
naturefoundationsxm.org
ANIMALS R. FRIENDS
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Email: arf_sxm@yahoo.com, www.arfsxm.org
PHILIPSBURG JUBILEE LIBRARY
Ch.E.W.Vogestr. 12, Tel. 542-2970.
Open: Mo: closed, Tu/We: 9-12.30 / 2-8,

Th: 2-8,  Fr: 9-12.30 / 2-5,  Sa: 10-1.
WOMEN’S DESK, Frontstreet 141 (opposite 
Tel-Cell). Monday - Friday 9am-5pm. Tel: 542-
7940, Fax: 542-7941.
E-mail: womensdesk@sintmaarten.net
SAFE HAVEN, providing shelter and support 
to victims of family violence. POB 636; Hotline: 
9333; Office 9277; Fax: 9368
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, E.C.  Richardson 
street 11-b; Tel. 542-1000/542-1008; Fax: 
542-1001
COAST GUARD, (24 HRS): 913
LEGAL AID CENTER, Law Clinic, open every 
Saturday 9:00am - 12.00 noon. Free advise 
on personal legal issues. Administration Build-
ing, tel. 5422337
THE  RED  CROSS,    ST. MAARTEN,  Airport  
Road,  #34 Simpson Bay, Tel. 545-2333/2304, 
Fax. 545-5263. Cell. 586-5330 (24/7) Email: 
info@redcross-sxm.org 
SALVATION ARMY Union Rd 59 Cole Bay 
POBox5184 Tel/fax:5445424 (721)544-5424 
/ 5534682 email: jona_augusto@hotmail.com 
Facebook: SXM Salvation Army
ST.MAARTEN CHAPTER OF BUSINESS 
AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN holds their 
general monthly meetings every third Monday 
at the Delta Hotel at 7:00 pm.
DIABETES FOUNDATION OF ST. 
MAARTEN, Free blood-glucose testing every 
Thursday from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. at the Philips-
burg Pharmacy Voges street, Philipsburg (op-
posite library). Tel.: 542-3001
USO St. Maarten/St. Martin (USA military), 
contact Janet Lambert 5577616 or 00590 590 
294406.
SKALCLUB ST. MAARTEN/ST. MARTIN  
meets 1st Tuesday of the month. For location 

call: 5424432 (Jennifer). 
St. Maarten/St. Martin Alliance For Equality 
(SAFE) Tel: +1-721-5504221 www.safesxm.
com facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
safe.sxm G+: +safe sxm 

POLICE MUNICIPALE 
tel. (00590) 590 87.61.55
GENDARMERIE
tel. (00590) 590 52.30.00/02
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
tel. (00590) 590 52.30.40
AMBULANCE
Tel. (00590) 590 52-00-52
Cell. (00590) 690 57-13-28
Fax. (00590) 590 29-08-11
HOSPITAL tel. (00590) 590 52 25 25
DISPENSAIRE Marigot
8 a.m. - 3p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.50.93
DISPENSAIRE Orléans
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.37.21
C.R.O.S.S. (Center, Research, Organization, 
Rescue, Security) is on stand by 24 hours at 
0596 709292.
SERVICE CLUBS
ROTARY Club Sunset restaurant, Grand 
Case Beach Club every Thursday at 
7:45p.m.
LIONS First and third Tuesday at Nadaillac, 
Marigot at 7.30 p.m.
MUSEUM ST. MARTIN
located Fichot Street nr 7 (behind the Catholic 
Church) Open from 9am to 1pm, and from 3pm 
to 5pm tel. (00590)590 56.78.92.
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Don’t pass the buck
The lady who reported receiving a false US $100 bill at First-
Caribbean International Bank (FCIB) apparently was doing 
the right thing (see Tuesday paper). Let’s face it; many people 
would be tempted to literally “pass the buck” to unsuspecting 
others and no longer be bothered with the matter.
Doing so means running the risk of being caught and pos-
sibly prosecuted, because knowingly distributing counterfeit 
money is a criminal offence, although having been aware of 
it might be hard to prove. What’s more, it’s simply wrong and 
the person involved actually would be no better than the one 
who originally put the fake money in circulation.
That the alleged victim was angered by the incident is under-
standable. After all, banks are trusted institutions and per-
haps the last place one expects this to happen. The latter was 
confi rmed by the fact that the second bank where she wanted 
to make a deposit recognised the false bill immediately and 
refused it.
FCIB said in a reaction today that it regretted that the client 
had ended up leaving with the bill before her claim could be 
verifi ed. This probably also meant there was no way to de-
termine for sure whether it indeed had come from the bank, 
but one is left wondering whether management might have 
handled this customer a bit differently.
Mind you, the case is not necessarily closed yet, as a com-
plaint was fi led with the police and an investigation may be 
launched. In the meantime, the bank in question ought to 
add in the near future whatever precautions and safeguards 
are needed to prevent a repeat, while the public in general 
should remain extra-vigilant.

WEATHER 
Today: Partly cloudy to occasionally cloudy, with brief isolated showers.
Winds: Southeasterly, 5-12mph.
Sea conditions: Light to moderate. 
Seas: 3-5 feet.
Forecast high: 30°C 86°F
Forecast low: 26°C 79°F
SYNOPSIS: A weakened Atlantic high-pressure ridge will account for 
a gentle breeze across the region. Patches of moisture embedded in 
the wind fl ow may bring some isolated showers over the forecast area 
during this forecast period. Seas will remain light to moderate during 
the next few days.
SPECIAL FEATURES: Remaining names for this year’s Hurricane 
Season (now to November 30) are Bill, Claudette, Danny, Erika, Fred, 
Grace, Henri, Ida, Joaquin, Kate, Larry, Mindy, Nicholas, Odette, Pe-
ter, Rose, Sam, Teresa, Victor and Wanda.
Outlook until Thursday evening: Partly cloudy, becoming cloudy at 
times, with a few passing showers.
Sunrise: 5:36am.
Sunset: 6:45pm.

Date Vessel Place Arrival Departure Agent  
Jun 3 Oasis of the Seas Pier 8:00 17:00 Maduro
Jun 3 Carnival Conquest Pier 9:00 18:00 Maduro 
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announced in May as part 
of the first phase of this 
global project. The award 
“shows the high level of 
commitment that each of 
your team members has to 
enhancing the overall trav-
eller experience,” said Tha-
wani.

Islands

P H I L I P S B U R G / 
MARIGOT--International 
online travel agency Ho-
tels.com recently com-
pleted its presentation of a 
total of five Certificates of 
Excellence to its top-rated 
hotels in St. Maarten/ St. 
Martin: Turquoise Shell 
Inn, Azure Hotel And Art 
Studio, Princess Heights 
Luxury Boutique Condo 
Hotel, Grand Case Beach 
Club, Bleu Emeraude Resi-
dence. 
  Associate Market Manag-
er on behalf of Hotels.com 
for St. Maarten/ St. Martin 
Minu Thawani has been 
delivering the certificates in 
person to management and 
select hotel representatives 
at each of the properties 
over the past weeks. 
  Hotels.com launched 
the awards programme in 
April and has recognised 
more than 6,400 boutique 
properties in 117 countries 
that have achieved an “ex-
cellent” to “outstanding” 
average guest review rat-
ing  –4.5 or higher out of 5– 

Bleu Emeraude Residence General Manager Frederic Morel (second from left) receiv-
ing a Hotels.com Certificate of Excellence from Associate Market Manager Minu Tha-
wani (right), alongside hotel representatives. Bleu Emeraude was the top performer for St. 
Maarten/ St. Martin.

from more than 20 reviews.
  Bleu Emeraude Residence 
was named the island’s top 
performer with 4.7 points, 
followed by Grand Case 
Beach Club at 4.6 and Tur-
quoise Shell Inn, Azure 
Hotel And Art Studio, and 
Princess Heights Luxury 
Boutique Condo Hotel 
each at 4.5. 
  To determine the initial 
recipients, Hotels.com ana-
lysed its database of more 
than 15 million Genuine 
Guest Reviews, which are 
verified on the completion 
of each guest’s stay. 
  Top-performing hotels 
across the Caribbean were 

THE HAGUE/ORANJES-
TAD--The Committee for 
Financial Supervision CFT 
is deeply worried about the 
financial situation of the 
Government of St. Eustati-
us which has to bend US $2 
million in this year’s bud-
get. The CFT has rejected 
the proposed first 2015 
budget amendment.
  A three-page letter dated 
May 20, which was pub-
lished earlier this week on 
the CFT website, made 
clear that Statia’s Govern-
ment is confronting a size-
able challenge: it needs to 
bend close to US $2 million 
in the short term. 
  The Island Government 
has run into debt because 
2014 ended with a deficit of 
about US $1 million. This 
amount was not compen-
sated for in the first 2015 
budget amendment, which 
is against the agreement 
with the CFT, stated CFT 
Chairman Age Bakker in 
the letter to Chairman of 
the Executive Council, 
Island Governor Gerald 
Berkel. 
  Then there is the antici-

pated deficit of the first 
quarter of 2015 of about 
US $740,000 as well as the 
mission of government to 
include the US $135,000 ex-
ploitation cost of the waste 
plant in the 2015 budget. 
This waste plant will be-
come operational after the 
2015 summer.  
  In the first 2015 budget 
amendment, government 
proposed an increase in 
expenditures by approxi-
mately US $800,000. This 
increase is mostly associ-
ated with cost of personnel 
including the adaptation 
of the salaries to the mini-
mum wage, the increase of 
the pension premium, the 
inflow of personnel of the 
Road Fund and the filling 
of vacancies.
  Government anticipated 
an increase of revenues in 
the first quarter of 2015 of 
some US $60,000, which 
means that the deficit in 
this period will increase by 
US $740,000. According to 
the CFT, government will 
first need to find coverage 
for this amount before the 
committee can approve 
the proposed first 2015 
budget amendment. The 
CFT advised to first take 
cost-cutting measures and/
or revenue-increasing mea-
sures before increasing the 
expenditures.
  The deficit will further in-
crease if government goes 
ahead with the plan to har-
monise civil servants’ sala-
ries by equalising with the 
2013-2014 Collective La-
bour Agreement (CLA) of 
the National Government 
Service of the Caribbean 
Netherlands RCN.
  The harmonisation of 
the civil servants’ salaries 
would involve an amount 
of US $2 million. The CFT 
deemed this harmonisa-
tion “unrealistic” consid-
ering the island’s financial 

situation. The committee 
also pointed out that car-
rying out this plan would 
increase the amount that 
needed to be compensated 
to US $4 million.
  “The public entity will 
have to make clear choices 
in what needs to take place 
according to legal obliga-
tions and what the wishes 
are that can only be re-
alised in the short term 
when for example local rev-
enues have increased,” the 
CFT stated.
  According to the CFT, 
concrete large (structural) 
steps will have to be taken 
to create a stable and tena-
ble financial position in the 
future. The CFT proposed 
to involve technical assis-
tance, for which the com-
mittee would gladly provide 
expertise.
  The CFT was also con-
cerned about the lack of 
progress in the process to 
improve Statia’s public 
finances. “We have seen 
almost no progress in fi-
nancial management in the 
past year. The agreed upon 
areas of improvement in fi-
nancial management were 
not realised in 2014,” stated 
Bakker.
  An economic develop-
ment vision and befitting, 
tenable public finances are 
needed for a multi-annual 
approach. “An adjustment 
trajectory will have to be 
started within short.” The 
CFT committed to provide 
expertise to Statia’s multi-
disciplinary project group 
which aims to realise ten-
able public finances in the 
short term. 
  The committee lauded the 
openness of the Statia Gov-
ernment in the first quarter 
of its 2015 report. “Howev-
er, the CFT cannot merely 
accept your conclusion that 
there is a big financial prob-
lem.”

WILLEMSTAD--The Gen-
eral Audit Chamber of Cu-
raçao is currently perform-
ing an efficiency audit to 
see how government tack-
led last year’s chikungu-
nya epidemic on the island. 
Parliament had made this 
request in December.
  The chamber will exam-
ine the manner in which 
the Ministry of Health, 
Environment and Nature 
dealt with the chikungunya 
threat, how the situation 
was addressed and what 
preventive measures were 
taken.
  The investigation will 
begin as soon as ongoing 
cases have been completed 
and there is enough capac-
ity available.
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M A R I G O T / P H I L I P S -
BURG--A host of interna-
tional authors, writers and 
poets from all over the world, 
including countries such 
as Brazil, India, Panama, 
France, the United King-
dom and United States, will 
be travelling to the island 
for the thirteenth annual St. 
Martin Book Fair.
  The Book Fair, to be held 
June 4-6, will be offi cially 
opened at Territorial Media 
Tech Centre in Spring Con-
cordia, Marigot, Thursday, 
at 8:00pm. President of the 
Collectivité of St. Martin 
Aline Hanson and Prime 
Minister of St. Maarten Mar-
cel Gumbs will attend the 
opening ceremony.
  Keynote speaker for the 
event will be poet, essayist, 
dancer and award-winning 
novelist Tishani Doshi. Her 
book The Adulterous Citizen 
will be featured during the 
event, which will include 
guest recitals by Oluwakemi 
Linda M. Banks from An-
guilla and novelist Gisèle 
Pineau (Guadeloupe). The 
opening evening will be con-
cluded with book signings 
and a meet and greet with lo-
cal and visiting authors.
  Several pre-Book Fair ac-
tivities are scheduled ear-
lier during the week, among 
which is a discussion with 
business and political leaders 
on economic models in the 
Caribbean with guest speak-
er Luiz Bernardo Pericás 
from Brazil at Mr. K’s Cigar 
Lounge on Sucker Garden 
Road, today, Wednesday, at 
6:00pm.
  New writers and leading au-
thors will be visiting primary 
and secondary schools to dis-
cuss their work, their experi-
ence with writing books and 
the value of reading and lit-

The Book Fair Committee with chairman Shujah Reiph (foreground) at the steps of Ter-
ritorial Media Tech Center, the venue for the opening ceremony of the 13th annual St. 
Martin Book Fair.

erature with pupils, students 
and teachers on Thursday 
and Friday morning. 
  A discussion between new-
generation authors and hip-
hop artistes and teenagers, 
high school students and rap-
pers with Faizah Tabasamu, 
Fola Gadet, Nikky MC and 
2015 Road March King Ru-
mari Rogers about the lyrics 
and expressions of today’s 
popular songs, music and 
dance will be taking place 
at University of St. Martin 
(USM) on Friday, at 2:00pm.
  A literary jazz evening at 
Canoa restaurant in Oyster 
Pond featuring no less than 
18 authors and jazz musician 
Connis Vanterpool is sched-
uled for Friday at 8:00pm.
  The main Book Fair event, 
featuring exhibitions, book 
sales and signings, work-
shops and panel discussions 
will be held as usual at USM 
on Saturday, 8:00am to 
4:00pm. Additionally, there 
will be storytelling, work-
shops and book signings at 
the Territorial Media Tech 
Center in Concordia, 9:00am 
to 12:00pm.
  The workshops at USM fea-
ture a wide array of subjects, 
among which are arrowroot; 
blogging; health and bank-
ing; sexualization of minor 
boys and girls in pop media; 
the life and music of Bankie 
Banx and writing.
  A panel discussion on de-
velopments in Caribbean 
theatre with Nicole de Weev-
er (Art Saves Lives), Felix 
Fleming (Sunshine Theatre 
Company Anguilla), Clara 
Reyes (National Institute of 
Arts) and linguist Rhoda Ar-
rindell will also be held.
 Soualigan Fyah will be pre-
senting an open-air poetry 
reading by young poets and 
spoken word artistes “Un-

der the Gazebo,” 12:00noon 
to1:30pm.
  The traditional Presidents 
Forum will be addressing 
challenges to Caribbean 
unity. After an introduction 
by USM’s Interim President 
and Dean of Academics 
Francio Guadeloupe, panel-
ists Ayelezi Novivor (Gua-
deloupe/Togo) André Fouad 
(Haiti) and Pericás will be 
addressing issues, such as 
immigration, denational-
ization of citizens, the new 
USA-Cuba relations and the 
remaining “colonies” in the 
Caribbean. The discussion 
will be moderated by author, 
literary critic and journalist 
Fabian Badejo.
  The schedule at the Media 
Tech Center mentions story-
telling, book signings, a mul-
tilingual poetry workshop 
and a conversation and book 
signing session with Gisèle 
Pineau, author of Les voyages 
de Merry Sisal at Librairie des 
Isles in Concordia, Marigot.  
    The Book Fair will be 
closed off with the main 
book launch and closing 
ceremony at luxury villa 
Les Jardins de Bellevue in 
Marigot, Saturday at 8:00pm. 
The programme will feature 
the launch of Columbus, the 
Moor by US author Charles 
Matz, guest speaker Fabi-
enne Viala (UK/France), a 
guest performance by Bankie 
Banx and the presentation 
of the Presidents’ Award by 
Book Fair coordinator Shu-
jah Reiph.
  The 13th annual St. Martin 
Book Fair is organized by 
Conscious Lyrics Foundation 
and House of Nehesi Pub-
lishers, in collaboration with 
St. Maarten Tourist Bureau, 
USM, LCF Foundation and 
St. Martin Tourist Offi ce.

PHILIPSBURG--FirstCa-
ribbean International Bank 
(FCIB) issued a statement 
yesterday in response to the 
claim of a woman who says 
the bank gave her a coun-
terfeit US $100 note, calling 

the reported incident “un-
fortunate” and saying it is 
investigating the case. The 
bank reiterated that staff 
would have been unable to 
help at the time because she 
had left company premises 

with the cash.
  “There appear to be coun-
terfeit USD 100 bills in 
circulation in St. Maarten. 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is 
vigilant in reviewing all cur-
rency that comes into the 
Bank to ensure that it is le-
gal tender. We are currently 
investigating the origin of 
this particular bill,” FCIB 
stated.
  “Our process for handling 
counterfeit currency is to 
ensure that the bill is re-
moved from circulation. If 
there is a question about the 
legality of a bill, it is not re-
turned to the customer, but 
is reported to the relevant 
authorities as required.
  “It is unfortunate that in 
this case the customer who 
reported receiving the coun-
terfeit bill left the bank’s 
premises prior to the bill 
being discovered as coun-
terfeit. In this case it would 
have been impossible for us 
to verify that this bill was in-
deed passed to the customer 
within our premises.”
  As reported on page 4 of 
Tuesday’s edition of The 
Daily Herald, the client told 
this newspaper she had gone 
into FCIB to cash a cheque. 
She said the bank teller had 
counted the money several 
times, had placed it in his 
drawer and had taken it 
back out before fi nally giv-
ing it to her.
  When she attempted to 
deposit the money – $100 
notes amounting to more 
than $2,000 – at another 
bank she was told that one 
of the notes was counterfeit. 
  She said she then had re-
turned to FCIB immediately 
with the note and reported 
the incident, but personnel 
said they could not help be-
cause she had left the facil-
ity with the money. 
  After telling her story to 
this newspaper, she went to 
the Philipsburg police sta-
tion to fi le a report on the 
matter.

PHILIPSBURG--M.M. de Werd has been appointed as 
judge in tax cases at the Joint Court of Justice of Aruba, 
Curaçao, St. Maarten, and Bonaire, St. Eustatius and 
Saba.
  The new judge, who will be installed offi cially as per Au-
gust 1, was appointed by the Kingdom Council of Minis-
ters on recommendation of Minister of Security and Jus-
tice Ard van der Steur.
  De Werd (1956) will be working from Aruba. He is cur-
rently a judge with the Court of Zeeland-West-Brabant in 
the Southwest of the Netherlands.
  The Kingdom Council of Ministers also recommended 
the appointment of Dutch Marine Colonel P.J. de Vin 
(1962) as military member of the Military Chamber of the 
Joint Court of Justice as per July 1.
  Navy Logistics Department Captain-Lieutenants R. Cl-
ermont (1966) and P.J. van Roon (1960) will become mili-
tary members of the Courts of First Instance of Aruba, 
Curaçao, St. Maarten, and Bonaire, St. Eustatius and 
Saba, also as per July 1.
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PHILIPSBURG--RBC 
Business Banking team 
hosted a seminar for more 
than 25 of its business cli-
ents with the objective of 
informing, sharing knowl-
edge and educating them 
about collecting “Accounts 
Receivable.” 
  Representatives of small, 
medium and large busi-
nesses attended the event. 
RBC said in a press release 
that it chose the topic based 
on the needs of its business 
banking clients, who oc-
casionally speak about the 
complexities that exist in 
the collection of Accounts 
Receivable for their busi-
nesses. 
  The fi rst part of the event 
was informational, focus-
ing on the concepts around 
Accounts Receivable. This 
part of the event was facili-
tated by RBC Relationship 
Manager Peter Beishuizen. 

From left: Bastiaan Pilon (RBC), Kevin Spence (RBC), Stephanie Auguste (RBC), Shell-
iann Romney (Bermon), Deborah Jones-Francis (RBC), Raquel Lo Fo Wong (RBC), 
Linda Bergsma (RBC) and Peter Beishuizen (RBC).

An interactive session cov-
ering the prevention of ag-
ing Accounts Receivable 
followed.
  Bermon Law Offi ce and 
Legislative Services, which 
partnered with RBC for the 
event, focused on actions 
to take when Accounts Re-
ceivable become uncollect-
able from a legislative per-
spective, highlighting the 
role of a legal team. 
  Client testimonials at the 
event provided clarity and 
gave practical sense to the 
topic, RBC said in the re-

lease. “The successes of 
implementing a proven ap-
proach to collect overdue 
amounts appear to be ef-
fective as long as you stick 
to it,” one client said.
  RBC said its goal is to of-
fer clients “the best advice” 
that will enable them to run 
their business successfully. 
“RBC has consistently or-
ganised mini seminars and 
gatherings on a regular ba-
sis and we look forward to 
yet another opportunity to 
host another client event,” 
RBC said.

WILLEMSTAD--The Ca-
ribbean’s top ocean scien-
tists and managers gath-
ered in Curaçao last week 
to present research and 
share ideas for coral reef 
conservation at the 37th 
meeting of the Association 
of Marine Labs of the Ca-
ribbean (AMLC).
  Thanks to sponsorship 
from the Waitt Institute, 
participants included fi sh-
eries offi cials from Barbuda 
and Montserrat.
  “It was good to see sci-
entists and policy makers 
interact. This interaction 
between science, policy and 
management is essential to 
generate cost-effective reef 
management strategies,” 
said Mark Vermeij, Science 
Director of the Carmabi 
Foundation and host of the 
conference.
  Andy Estep, the Waitt In-
stitute’s Science Manager, 
reported that “throughout 
the weeklong conference, 
experts working in the re-
gion presented research on 
the threats to the Caribbe-
an’s marine ecosystems, but 
much more importantly, 
they focused on promising 
solutions for recovery of 
the regions reefs and fi sh-
eries.”
  One such presentation, 
by Jeremy Jackson, re-

Coral in Curaçao.

vealed that 40 years of data 
prove protecting algae-
eaters (like parrotfi sh and 
urchins) and maintaining 
good water quality were 
among the most signifi cant 
ways local communities 
could begin to improve the 
health of their coral reefs 
and fi sheries.
  Solution-focused, ac-
tionable research is what 
underlies the work of the 
Waitt Institute in general 
and the Blue Halo Initia-
tive in particular. Via this 
initiative the Institute part-
ners with island govern-
ments (currently, Barbuda, 
Montserrat and Curaçao) 
to envision, design and im-
plement sustainable ocean 
policies.
  Estep made presentations 
on the success to-date of 
the Blue Halo Initiative in 
Barbuda, the importance 
of using both biological and 
cultural data for designing 
ocean zoning, as well as 
the concept of developing a 
new platform for the man-
agement of ocean data.
  Alwyn Ponteen, Montser-
rat’s Chief Fisheries Offi -
cer, said that attending the 
conference will enable him 
to “provide value-added 
technical advice to the Gov-
ernment of Montserrat and 

ocean resource-dependant 
stakeholders.”
  He added that he intends 
to use the knowledge and 
professional contacts he 
has gained to “improve 
future management, gov-
ernance, conservation, de-
velopment and use of our 
ocean resource ecosystems 
services under national ju-
risdiction.”
  Scientists associated 
with the Global Coral 
Reef Monitoring Network 
(GCRMN) used this meet-
ing as an opportunity to 
further their work building 
the gold standard for coral 
reef monitoring. Right now 
there is no standardised ap-
proach for monitoring the 
health of the regions coral 
reefs.
  Core GCRMN collabora-
tors, including Estep, are 
fi nalising standardised re-
search methods and build-
ing consensus for their 
adoption. This will allow 
researchers and policymak-
ers to compare, apples-to-
apples, the health of dif-
ferent coral reefs and the 
effectiveness of different 
management measures.
  The AMLC meeting was 
considered far more than 
just a conference, but rather 
an exchange of data, strate-
gies, and solutions that will 
enable Caribbean islands to 
reverse the declining health 
of their coral reefs and fi sh-
eries, and make strides to-
wards using the ocean with-
out using it up.
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MARIGOT--Organisers 
of the sixth edition of Fête 
de la Mer over the week-
end disclosed the event this 
year had enjoyed “double 
the success” of the last edi-
tion in 2013. 
  Organiser Métimer said 
preliminary figures indi-
cated at least 3,000 persons 
had taken part in the water-
sport activities on both days 
while an additional 4,000 
visitors estimated to have 
been attracted to the ambi-
ance of the event had not 
necessarily participated in 
the activities, but had en-
joyed dining at the “lolos” 
or watching the activities 

Volunteers were kept busy at the registration booth over the weekend selling tickets for the 
activities.

One of the weekend highlights was the impressive Flyboard demonstrations.

and entertainment.
  Proceeds from ticket sales 
for the activities were es-
timated provisionally at 
6,640 euros. Each activ-
ity, of which there were 20 
from which to choose, had 
a different price and cor-
responded to a number of 
tickets purchased for one 
euro or US $1.
  Families and water-sports 
enthusiasts had a range 
of activities from which to 
choose: kayaking, stand-up 
paddle-boarding, catama-
ran sailing, windsurfing, 
Hawaiian pirogues, diving 
and snorkelling at Creole 
Rock, glass-bottom boat 

rides, power-boat rides, 
jet skis, waterskiing, wake-
boarding, banana-boat 
rides and much more.
  Eighteen water-sport op-
erators offered activities 
and 90 volunteers worked 
over the weekend. A bilin-
gual commentary was pro-
vided by Erwan and David 
to keep the public informed 
of the activity schedules.
  According to Métimer, 
the Seaworld Explorer ex-
cursion to Creole Rock was 
the most popular activity. 
Highlights of the weekend 
were the Flyboard and 
wakeboarding demonstra-
tions.
  The former Route du 
Rhum catamaran Arawak 
participating in the event 
for the first time also was 
busy giving sailing excur-
sions around the bay.
  Métimer President Bül-
ent Gülay said 5,000-6,000 
euros would be donated 
to French-side sea rescue 
service SNSM from the 
proceeds of the event. A 
cheque is due to be pre-
sented to SNSM this com-
ing Saturday evening at the 
St. Martin Billfish Tourna-
ment.
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  The trustee claimed that 
CKC never should have 
been granted a permit. 
Without a licence CKC 
would not have been able 
to operate.
  The Central Bank had 
asked the Court to declare 
the trustee’s claim inadmis-
sible because it covered 
only damages incurred by 
accountholders, while CKC 
also had other creditors.
  Judge Tamara Tijhuis fol-
lowed the Central Bank in 
its reasoning, and declared 
the trustee’s case against 
the Central Bank inadmis-
sible. The trustee also was 
ordered to pay the cost of 
the legal proceedings, esti-
mated at NAf. 2,250.
  The Judge said a trustee 

had been appointed to 
manage and administer the 
bankruptcy estate on behalf 
of all creditors, not on be-
half of a certain group of 
creditors, in this case the 
accountholders. It emerged 
that there is one other 
creditor with two separate 
claims against CKC.

St. Martin Grassroots People Movement inducted two honorary members on Tuesday at a 
presentation in the UTS/TDC Training Room. Radio show Breakfast with De Robert host 
Stephane de Robert (front left) received a St. Martin Identity card from the movement’s 
President, Leopold James and Vice President, Albert “Jesse” Adams. He was honoured 
for allowing the movement to share views and positions on the rights of indigenous St. 
Maarteners and nation building. Businessman Imran McSood Amjad (front right) re-
ceived his card for supporting the movement to keep its radio programme going. This is 
Amjad’s second card from the movement. He received a “St. Martin Cultural ID Card” in 
2011 from St. Martin National Building Foundation/Association L’ Esprit de Concordia 
also headed by James. 

St. Martin Grassroots People Movement held a brainstorming session on its planned 
“multi-ethnic inclusive, nation building television programme” on Tuesday in the UTS/
TDC training-room. Movement President Leopold James said the programme will use 
“the principle of St. Maarteners coming first as the basis for inclusion.” He called for St. 
Maarteners to be the core of the nation building movement and to call on others who live 
on the island “to join with native St. Maarteners” to build a better country. The programme 
will be in English and be a vehicle for people of all ethnicity to share their contributions 
to nation building. Attendees gave James and movement Vice President Albert “Jesse” 
Adams their take on the direction the programme should take. 

  The Central Bank gave 
CKC a licence to operate as 
a credit institution on June 
19, 2002. The problems 
started for the credit union 
15 months later, after it 
emerged CKC had insuffi-
cient solvency and liquidity, 
and did not have a supervi-
sory board.

THE HAGUE--Delegations 
of the Dutch public enti-
ties Bonaire, St. Eustatius 
and Saba have arrived in 
the Netherlands to prepare 
for the so-called Caribbean 
Netherlands Week. Poverty 
and the Multi-annual De-
velopment Programme will 
be an important topic in the 
talks in The Hague.
  The delegations will be 
meeting with the different 
Dutch ministries this week 
to prepare for the Caribbean 
Netherlands Week which 
takes place from June 8 to 
12. The islands come to The 
Hague on a yearly basis to 
discuss policies, projects and 
related finances.
  Bonaire’s Executive Council 
stated in a press release on 
Monday that it would focus 
on the combating of poverty 
on the island. This subject 
has been brought forward 
several times, but talks so far 
have not yielded the “desired 
result.”
  “The Dutch Government 
has made no progress in this 
area. We want to again talk 
about this issue to see how 
we can arrive at a better stan-
dard of living. The Hague 
has a responsibility in this 
matter,” said Bonaire Com-
missioner Clark Abraham 
who leads the delegation.
  Recent figures of the Cen-
tral Bureau for Statistics 
(CBS) and the National Insti-
tute for Budget Consultation 
of the Netherlands NIBUD 
have shown that some 60 per 
cent of the people of Bonaire 
are living beneath the pov-
erty line. One quarter of the 
households in Bonaire, St. 
Eustatius and Saba have an 
annual income of some US 

$6,000.  
  A topic that directly ties into 
poverty is economic develop-
ment. This too is deemed an 
important topic that the del-
egations will be discussing in 
The Hague. “We don’t want 
the Dutch Government to 
only promise that it is impor-
tant to invest in economic de-
velopment, but that it actu-
ally believes in this concept. 
Poverty can only be structur-
ally addressed by having a 

strong economy,” said Com-
missioner Abraham.
  A Multi-annual Develop-
ment Plan for the three is-
lands will be high on the 
agenda during this Carib-
bean Netherlands Week. It 
was agreed during the previ-
ous Caribbean Netherlands 
Week in June 2014 that the 
definite decision-taking and 
related finances on this pro-
gramme would take place 
this year.

MARIGOT--Three persons suspected of being involved in a 
burglary at Le Flamboyant Village Residences in Baie Nettle 
in the early hours of Tuesday morning will appear in court 
today.
  Gendarmerie Commandant Paul Betaille said burglars had 
broken into the offices at 3:15am and had stolen two safes, 
but had been caught in the act by the security guard. They 
escaped in the direction of Sandy Ground, but quickly-acting 
Gendarmes, with the assistance of the security guard’s tes-
timony, arrested one individual in Sandy Ground some 20 
minutes later.
  A further two individuals were arrested later on Tuesday. 
All three are due to appear in court today, Wednesday. Be-
taille said four persons had been involved in the burglary.
  The Gendarmerie also reported two instances of carjacking. 
A man was forced out of his car by two armed individuals on 
the Marigot waterfront on Friday evening and a woman who 
returned to her home near Grand Case Airport was victim 
of a carjacking, again under threat of a weapon, on Saturday 
night just after midnight.
  Three armed individuals entered a hotel in Baie Nettle at 
9:00pm Friday and demanded money. However, they were 
unsuccessful and fled empty-handed on their scooters. A 
man at Marina Fort Louis was held at gunpoint and robbed 
of his possessions some 15 minutes later.
  Commandant Betaille said the Gendarmerie currently was 
“very mobilised” due to an increase in violent thefts.

CKC’s claim Continued from page 1.
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  The letter from Gumbs 
was sent on May 6 to the 
attention of PJIAH’s Pe-
terson and copied to the 
Council of Ministers and 
the PJIAH Supervisory 
Board. The information 
was requested to be sub-
mitted within three weeks, 
with the deadline running 
out last week. 
  This newspaper was un-
able to ascertain on Tues-
day whether the answers 
from PJIAH were supplied 
on time and whether they 
were sufficient to allay 
the concerns raised by the 
Prime Minister in his letter.
  Taliesin quoted the airport 
just under US $6.2 million, 

compared to Windward 
Roads at just over $6.9 mil-
lion and Designer’s Choice 
at more than $6.8 million.
  When additional expense 
such as electrical work and 
demolition is taken into 
consideration (more than 
$1.2 million), choosing 
Taliesin would cost around 
$100,000 less than had 
been budgeted for in the 
airport’s Capital Improve-
ment Programme.
  Taliesin also came the 
closest to matching the cost 
estimation by designer Stu-
dio Acht, and a separate 
cost estimation had been 
carried out by the company 
Lievense, which was some-

what higher.
  As for the architectural 
drawings, Studio Acht was 
chosen based on style and a 
somewhat lower price than 
the other option, IXI De-
sign. Only two companies 
were considered because 
the companies needed to 
be highly specialised.
  The source also disclosed 
that plans for the FBO 
building and the temporary 
Meteorological Office had 
been revised in close col-
laboration with stakehold-
ers such as the Meteorolog-
ical Department, Ministry 
of Public Housing, Spatial 
Planning, Environment and 
Infrastructure VROMI, 

and the governmental Fire 
Department.
  Also, the building permit 
request for the Fire and 
Rescue Building still had 
to be signed by the airport 
operating company PJIAE 
when Gumbs received the 
letter, and related docu-
ments also still needed to 
be sent. Consultation with 
VROMI and the Fire De-
partment also was sought 
for this project.
  Updating the facilities, 
part of the airport’s Capital 
Improvement Programme, 
has been described as in-
tegral in maintaining the 
airport’s competitive ad-
vantage. A delegation from Parliament is in Aruba attending the 

Health Care Conference Aruba (HCCA). The three-day 
conference in Renaissance Convention Centre ends today, 
Wednesday. The main goal for the conference is to achieve/
and or reinforce collaboration among the different Dutch 
Kingdom partners leading to the solution of common 
healthcare challenges. Attending the conference is Parlia-
ment Chairman Member of Parliament (MP) Dr. Lloyd 
Richardson, MPs Cornelius de Weever, George Pantophlet 
and Silveria Jacobs. HCCA stemmed from Inter-Parlia-
mentary Kingdom Consultations IPKO. 

Airport FBO project Continued from page 1.
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tution shall not exceed a 
total sum or value of NAf. 
30,000. 
 Also in a calendar year, 
donations made to a candi-
date of a political party by 
a person, company or in-
stitution shall not exceed a 
total sum or value of. NAf 
20,000.
  Donations made to the 
same political party and 
to candidates of that same 
political party by a person, 
company or institution 
shall not exceed a total sum 
of NAf. 50,000.
  Donations in excess of the 
maximum set in paragraphs 
1, 2 or 3 shall not be ac-

Three members of Aruba’s Red Cross, two employees of the National Laboratory, a rep-
resentative of the medical institute San Nicolas Imsan and an Operating Room (OR) 
assistant of the Horacio Oduber Hospital (HOH) left for Haiti with a supply of medicine, 
accompanied by an Aruban doctor working in Curaçao. The eight-day trip guided by the 
Christian “Mission of Hope” in the poverty-stricken country is directed at assisting persons 
who are still isolated and urgently require health care as a result of the massive earthquake 
fi ve years ago.

cepted or shall be returned 
to the donor.
  Article 42 of the same 
ordinance states cash do-
nations to a political party 
or a candidate in excess of 
NAf. 5,000 are prohibited.  
  Speaking about the fi ne is-
sued to United St. Maarten 
Party (USP) for failing to 
submit its annual report 
and fi nancial statements, 
Hofman said the party will 
be fi ned NAf. 3,000. The 
fi ne covers Saturday, Sun-
day and Monday although 
USP submitted its docu-
ments on Monday.
  The fi ne, according to 
Hofman, applied to each 

day or part thereof the par-
ty did not comply with its 
legal requirement.
  USP, led by Member of 
Parliament Frans Richard-
son, will receive the request 
to pay the fi ne in the com-
ing days.
  USP was the only one of 
the eight political parties 
that registered for the Sep-
tember 2014 Parliamentary 
Elections to receive a fi ne 
due to non-compliance 
with the National Ordi-
nance on the Registration 
and Financing of Political 
Parties.

PHILIPSBURG--The 
request for funding sub-
mitted under the United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientifi c and Cultural 
Organization (UNES-
CO) Participation Pro-
gramme for 2014-2015 
for the DigiKidz project 
by the Foresee Founda-
tion (4C-Foundation) 
has been approved by 
Director General of 
UNESCO Irina Bokova, 
the local UNESCO of-
fi ce announced on Tues-
day.
  The funds approved, 
some US $21,000, will 
be used towards the or-
ganisation of a Regional 
Information and Com-
munication Technology 
(ICT) / Technology Con-
ference for elementary 
and secondary teachers, 
and other local and re-
gional educators.
  The main objectives 
of the conference, to be 
held locally in October 
2015, will be to: col-
laborate with regional 
and global partners and 
evaluate the use of ICT/
Technology and Open 
Educational Resources 
(OER); to inform teach-
ers and education of-
fi cials about trends in 
ICT/Technology related 
to education; to intro-
duce teachers to the use, 
modifi cation and cre-
ation of Integrated ICT 
teaching solutions and 

Open Educational Re-
sources; to increase en-
gagement and curiosity 
for learning by students 
using technology and 
OER by providing teach-
ers technology linked 
teaching ideas; to offer 
innovative, challenging 
and child-centred learn-
ing activities for students 
by organising interactive 
workshops; and to share 
good practices – as it per-
tains to materials, lesson 
preparations, links, web 
pages and the like – with 
peer educators, locally 
and regionally.
  The Participation Pro-
gramme is one of the 
means employed by 
UNESCO to achieve 
its objectives, through 
participation in activi-
ties carried out by Mem-
ber States or Associate 
Members, or by terri-
tories, organisations or 
institutions in its fi eld of 
competence.

  Although UNESCO 
is not a funding agency, 
subsidies can be granted 
every two or four years. 
St. Maarten, like the 
other Member States or 
Associate members of 
UNESCO, can submit a 
maximum of seven proj-
ects to UNESCO for 
funding.
  A maximum amount of 
US $26,000 is awarded 
for national/local proj-
ects, whilst a maximum 
amount of US $35,000 
is awarded for regional, 
sub-regional and inter-
regional projects. 
  Funds can also be given 
for fellowships (study 
grants), specially tai-
lored training designed 
to give qualifi ed persons 
practicing or intending 
to practice a profes-
sion in the fi eld of the 
UNESCO programme 
priorities, an opportu-
nity to receive additional 
and practical training.

Exceeded donations Continued from page 1.
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Cu15d015:

Merchants of the Colon Shopping Centre in Curaçao are 
holding government responsible for inconvenience and 
financial damage suffered as a result of the adjacent con-
struction of “Hospital Nobo Otrobanda” (HNO). The 
businesses say agreements were not honoured and they 
are losing a lot of clients. Government is not only behind 
the project to build a new hospital via development ex-
ecution agency USONA, but was also forced to buy the 
entire Colon complex because a wing had to be demol-
ished to create the necessary space and has thus become 
the landlord of these storekeepers. If no solution is found 
a court case can be expected.

Cu14c015:

Aruban artist Osaira Muyale is sculpting eight statues of horses to be placed at different 
locations in downtown Oranjestad. Aruba was mainly a horse farm in the early days of its 
colonial history and various international traders were established at Paardenbaai.

Islands

ARUBA--Natalee Hol-
loway’s mother appeared 
on NBC’s Today show 
Monday, dismissing pur-
ported new evidence in her 
daughter’s disappearance 
and saying she’s found joy, 
peace and happiness.
  “It’s hard to believe it’s 
been 10 years,” Beth Hollo-
way told Savannah Guthrie 
of Today.  “It’s just amaz-
ing how time has gone by. 
Where I am today is in a 
good place. I’ve been able 
to redefine my life, and I’ve 
been able to find joy and 
happiness through my son, 
through my son’s new fam-
ily, and my work, so I think 
I’m in a good place now.”
  May 30 marked the 10th 
anniversary of Natalee’s 
disappearance while on a 
graduation trip to Aruba 
with 130-plus of her fellow 
graduates. The effort to un-
derstand what happened to 
her continues to this day.
  Despite some recent re-
ports purporting the emer-
gence of new witnesses 

and evidence, authorities 
appear no closer to solv-
ing her case today than in 
September 2005, when all 
detained suspects were re-
leased by Aruban police.
  After 10 full years of 
searching for answers, few 
new details have been un-
covered. However, report-
ing by AL.com in Aruba led 
to refreshed connections 
with Aruban officials, in-
cluding the island nation’s 
chief prosecutor, as well 
as informed residents that 
have monitored the case’s 
every move, such as Aru-
ba’s Diario newspaper edi-
tor Jossy Mansur.
  Natalee’s father, Dave 
Holloway, told AL.com in 
an interview he will never 
give up searching for the 
oldest of his four children. 
To him, the anniversary 
marking a decade is no dif-
ferent than any other day.
  “I guess most people do 
look at anniversaries, but 
I still think about it ev-
ery day,” he said. “That’s 

something you’ll never get 
out of your mind.”
  Last month, Dutch citizen 
Jurrien de Jong came for-
ward claiming that Hollo-
way’s body could be found 
in a crawl space at a Mar-
riott vacation property in 
Aruba. Aruban officials 
said there’s no way De 
Jong’s claims can be true 
because there was no con-
struction ongoing at that 
spot at that time.
  “Actually, there is no truth 
to that story,” Beth Hollo-
way said on Today. “Every 
time there’s an anniversary, 
whether it’s the five-year 
mark, and now it’s the 10-
year mark, there’s always, I 
hate to say it, just like some 
crazies that just come out 
and they have so placed 
themselves in Natalee’s 
story.
  “It’s empty. There is noth-
ing to that story. This par-
ticular individual has been 
around for a while trying 
to get traction to get atten-
tion, but he has no infor-
mation,’’ she said. “I think 
it just makes me sad that 
he would just keep trying 
to insert himself into this 
role of her disappearance 
and (that) he has informa-
tion when it’s absolutely 
untrue.”

such an event. “We want 
to be trendsetters.” This 
concept, he said, is new to 
St. Maarten but is done in 
North America and Europe.
  The Rise of Kings release 
party is slated for 10:00pm 
on July 31 at Club 747. O3 
will headline the event, and 
General Pye (represent-
ing Rock Star Life Style 
(RSLS) records), Ziggy 
Chan, E-magine (repre-
senting Face Off Records), 
Solo Kween and King Mel-
ody will also be featured.

of Kings then officially re-
leased with a party planned 
for the end of July.
  The listening party is part 
of O3 artistes Mr. Suave, 
Lega-C & Mastermind 
“perfecting skills and be-
coming better at the craft,” 
said the group’s Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Jean-Louis 
“Big Money” Rey of Don 
Rich Music. 
  “We want to take it to an-
other level and do things in 
a different way than usual,” 
he said in regard to hosting 

PHILIPSBURG--A pri-
vate listening party was 
held Tuesday night for the 
upcoming release of the 
record Rise of Kings by lo-
cal music group O3, also 
known as Oddessy, at Phil-
ipsburg Cultural Center. 
The group invited music in-
dustry stakeholders includ-
ing radio stations, deejays 
and potential investors to 
gain exposure and ask for 
critical feedback. 
  The feedback will be taken 
into consideration and Rise 
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19B:
Rain is likely to become more frequent and heavier in the Netherlands.

Subscribe to

PHONE 5425253

AGENDA
 

ST. EUSTATIUS
Police Station 182333
Emergency 111
Hot Line 108
Fire Department 120
Hospital 182211/182371
Landsradio 182210
Post Offi ce 182207
St. Eustatius Historical
Foundation Museum 182288
Winair Offi ce 182362
Lions Club meets every 1st and 
3rd Wednesday at the “Den” 
next to the Airport
Drug Prevention Foundation 
meets every Tuesday 5:30pm at 
the Golden Era Hotel.
Coastguard NA&A 113
St. Eustatius National parks:
Gallows Bay: 318 2884

SABA
Police Station
The Bottom, tel. 4163237
Emergency 111/112
Hospital
The Bottom, tel. 4163288/4163289
Fire Department Airport
Flat Point tel. 4162210
SATEL
The Bottom, tel. 4163211
WINAIR, Airport
Flat Point, tel. 4162255/2713
Taxi Service Airport
Flat Point, tel. 160
Administration Building
The Bottom, tel. 
4163311/4163312/4163313
Tourist Offi ce
Windwardside, tel. 4162231
Harbour Offi ce
Fort Bay, tel. 4163294
Saba Marine Park
Fort Bay, tel. 4163295
Nature & Hike Guide
James Johnson
The Bottom, tel. 4163307
Service Club
Saba Lions Club general 
meeting every 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday 8:00 p.m. at Eugenius 
A. Johnson Center. 
Coastguard NA&A  113
Red Cross
General meeting every last 
Monday, 6 p.m, Eugenius A. 
Johnson Center.

ANGUILLA
EMERGENCY
Police 911
Fire 911 
Ambulance 911
Police Station 497 2333
Hospital 497 2551
Dental clinic 497 2343
Radio Anguilla 497 2218
Tourism Department 497 2759
Crimestoppers 0800 7777777
AIRLINES
American Eagle 497 3501
Winair 497 2748
Liat 497 5000
Air Anguilla 497 2643
Trans Anguilla 497 8690
COURIER SERVICE
DHL 497 3400
Federal Express 497 2719
UPS 497 2239
SERVICE CLUBS
Rotary Club of Anguilla 
Meets at Da Vida every 
Thursday at 6.00 p.m.
Soroptimist International
Day Care Centre
4.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday 
in each month Tel: 497 3509
Lions Club
Meets every 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday at 5.30 p.m. at the Arts 
and Crafts Centre Tel: 497 6259 
Interact Club of Anguilla
Meets every Friday at 3.15 p.m.
at  theAlbena Lake Hodge 
Comprehensive School
Toastmaster Club
meets every 2nd and 4th 
Saturday at 6.45 p.m. at La Vue, 
South Hill

Islands

SABA--A 27-year-old student of Saba University School 
of Medicine was arrested by the police on Monday in 
connection with the homicide of medical student Kavya 
Guda.
  The police informed the media on Tuesday of the arrest 
of the Medical School student who resides in The Bot-
tom, under suspicion of involvement in the homicide.
  Guda (24) was found dead in her apartment in The Bot-
tom on Wednesday, April 15. Investigators from the Neth-
erlands, the Caribbean Netherlands Police Force and Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the United States are still 
working on solving the case, which is codenamed “Hector.”
  Several homes were searched in the investigations, most 
recently on Tuesday, May 2.
  According to Chief Prosecutor Henry Hambeukers in Bo-
naire, the suspect will be questioned in the coming days. 
Hambeukers said it is very likely the suspect will be sent to 
Bonaire, possibly later this week, because the facilities in Bo-
naire are better equipped for detention than those in Saba.
  Hambeukers assured The Daily Herald that the arrest was 
made with “utmost care” and after thorough investigations.

ST. EUSTATIUS--A fi ght broke out during the last min-
utes of the Grand Masters’ show at the Lions Den early 
Saturday morning.
  The party was going all night long until a few persons 
allowed anger to get the upper hand and started to fi ght 
next to the stage.
  The band’s lead singer tried to calm the fi ghters down. 
“What is going on here? We do not support violence.” 
The band manager also appeared on stage after which the 
singer announced that the band would stop playing.
  One local police offi cer, dressed in plain clothes, was at 
the scene during the entire show. When he realized what 
was taking place he rushed to intervene. A group of spec-
tators had already separated the fi ghting persons when 
one came from the rear and hit another person.
  This only caused more drama and when the band an-
nounced the end of their show some members in the 
crowd became angry and started to swear because their 
party time had ended prematurely.
  The police called for back up and two Dutch 
Marechaussees arrived to provide assistance.
  On Monday evening, there was another altercation be-
tween these same persons at a different locale. One per-
son was arrested.

AMSTERDAM--A major-
ity of local councils think 
water rates will have to 
increase to pay for fl ood 
measures aimed at storing 
large amounts of rain water 
in the Netherlands.
  The research was carried 
out by association of Dutch 
municipal councils VNG 
and civil engineering com-
pany Royal Haskoning.

  Of the 185 councils which 
took part, 80 per cent said 
water rates would need to 
rise, with one-third saying 
the increase could be more 
than 10 per cent.
  “If water rates do not rise, we 
will all have wet feet,” Royal 
Haskoning’s Arnold Wielinga 
told public broadcaster NOS.
  “Climate research shows 
that rain is likely to become 

more frequent and heavier. 
Councils need to be able 
to deal with that water and 
that costs money,” he said. 
  The money would be used 
for underground storage 
tanks and fl ood plains, 
Wielinga said. “The fl ood 
plains could be used for 
sports such as basketball 
when it is dry,” according 
to Wielinga.

W I L L E M S TA D - -T h e 
ninth edition of “Restau-
rant Week” Curaçao takes 
place from Monday, June 
8 through Sunday, June 14. 
A selected number of local 
eateries will again offer the 

“1 week, 1 price, 3 courses” 
special.
  All items on the menus are 
to be offered at 55 guilders 
per person, including OB 
sales tax.
  Reservations can be 
made through the website 

and there is a list avail-
able of the participating 
restaurants. People may 
call the one of their choice 
and mention “Restaurant 
Week” to get the deal or 
check the Facebook page 
for more information.

WILLEMSTAD--The Su-
pervisory Board of Curaçao 
Airport Holding (CAH) 
announced that as of June 
1 Wilhelmus Ignacio will 
serve as the Interim Man-
aging Director of the gov-
ernment-owned company 
that manages the proper-
ties of Hato-airport, which 
is operated by Curaçao Air-
port Partners (CAP).
  Former Director Maurice 
Adriaens earlier this year 
received the news that his 
contract would not be ex-
tended.
  Ignacio has broad experi-
ence in guiding the activi-
ties of CAH and will head 
the organisation until a 
permanent director is ap-
pointed.
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Cu15a015:

Curaçao registered its 12th death by violence for 2015, when a man was found dead with 
several stab wounds and a knife still in his chest at his Montaña Abou home. He was 
later identified as locally born 57-year-old Andrew Michael Joseph Sniphout. Due to the 
circumstances in which the victim was encountered suicide has been more or less ruled 
out (photo courtesy Extra). 

Islands

States. The prime minis-
ters of the Dutch Caribbean 
countries traditionally go 
along on these sorts of trips.
  Afterward, the royal couple 
and the three prime minis-
ters visited the World Bank, 
where they talked about the 
sustainable development of 
the islands.

laying a wreath at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier in 
the Arlington National Cem-
etery.
  With this ceremony the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands 
thanked the Americans for 
the liberation of Europe.
  The royal couple is on an 
official visit in the United 

WILLEMSTAD--Curaçao 
Prime Minister Ivar Asjes 
was in Arlington, Virginia. 
He travelled together with 
his counterparts of Aruba 
and St. Maarten Mike Eman 
and Marcel Gumbs respec-
tively to accompany the 
Dutch King Willem Alexan-
der and Queen Maxima in 
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Cu17a: 
Souvenir sheet of some of the stamps commemorating the Round-the-Island boat race.

Islands

and Mac Owen who organ-
ised the first August Monday 
races. 
  The Round-the-Island 
race started in 1980 by Har-
ris Richardson. His boat 
De Chan won the race eight 
times. He was presented with 
an award for his contribution 
to the sport of racing and the 
captain of De Chan Percy 
Romney was also honoured. 
  David Carty recognised the 
contribution of Richardson 
saying that he was chairman 
of the boat racing commit-
tee for some 25 years and 
thanked him for helping to 
preserve and appreciate boat 
racing and its traditions. He 
commented that Harris had 
only once raced in De Chan 
but had spent many years 
improving and altering it and 
encouraging his crew and 
others to participate. He said 
it is important to realise how 
unique Anguilla’s boat racing 
is.  
  De Tree won five times, UFO 
four, Superstar three, Na-
thalie, Wasp and Real Deal 
twice, Sonic, Satellite, Saga 
Boy, Viagra, Warrior, Bee, and 
OK Joe all won once. 

ANGUILLA--Two 19-year-
old males from North Hill 
were arrested on Friday, May 
29, at 6:20pm for causing ac-
tual bodily harm during an 
incident which occurred at a 
business place at West End 
earlier in the day.
  Investigations into the in-
cident revealed that another 
young man received injuries 
as a result of a fight involv-
ing the two offenders. Both 
offenders were charged with 
disorderly conduct and caus-
ing actual bodily harm and 
one was also charged with 
wounding. 
  They appeared before the 
Magistrate on Tuesday, June 
2, and received bail in the 
sum of EC $25,000 and EC 
$20,000 respectively with one 
surety each to be of good be-
haviour. They are due back 
in court on Thursday, July 
23, to answer to the charges. 

ANGUILLA--A special issue 
of stamps has been released 
featuring the winners of the 
Anguilla Day Round-the-
Island boat race. Post Master 
Jaqueline Niles described 
the occasion as historic and 
a follow up to the launch of 
the Sea Faring Captains last 
year. She said that it is impor-
tant to honour the men and 
women who have contributed 
to the national sport. She 
praised the Philatelic team 
led by Marcia Richardson 
who initiated the issue.
 Boats included are De Chan 
on the EC $10 stamp, De 
Tree on the EC $3.00, UFO 
EC $1.35,Nathalie EC 80 
cents, Superstar EC 60cents, 
Real Deal EC 50 cents, Wasp  
EC $4.00, Sonic EC 15 cents, 
Satellite EC 40 cent, Saga 
Boy EC 75 cents, and Viagra  
EC 65 cents. Bee, Warrior and 
OK Joe also won the race but 
could not be included due 
to the non-availability of art 
work.  
  At the launch on Friday, 
May 29, Parliamentary Sec-

retary Cardigan Connor said 
he was pleased to share in the 
ceremony and the island’s 
national sport. He recalled 
that Anguillians became ex-
pert boat builders and sailors 
when they depended on the 
sea for a living. 
  He congratulated all con-
cerned on behalf of the Gov-
ernment describing the re-
lease as a well-deserved trib-
ute and saying that it is im-
portant to make sure the tra-
ditions are passed on to the 
younger generation. “Thank 
you to those pioneers of the 
traditional Anguilla boat rac-
ing 75 years ago who have 
given us what we now call our 
national sport, a unique tra-
dition that bonds us together 
as a people.” 
  Calvert Carty who served 
as chairman of the boat rac-
ing committee for many 
years, thanked the post of-
fice for organising the event. 
He talked about the origins 
of boat racing when schoo-
ners would race back from 
the Dominican Republic and 
fishing boats would travel out 
together and then race back. 
He mentioned Elliot Carty 
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ST. KITTS--After 
more than nearly three 
months, the Electoral 
Office in St. Kitts opened 
its doors Monday morn-
ing, re-commencing vot-
er registration and other 
routine operations.
  New Officer Manager 
Amicia Mussenden was 
at the helm, though it 
was not clear if all staff 
had been replaced.
  The Electoral Office 
was closed immediately 
following the controver-
sial February 16 Gen-
eral Elections. Despite 
protestations from the 
former Administration 
that its closure violated 
the constitutional rights 
of citizens to register to 
vote, the new Govern-
ment of National Unity 
insisted it would not be 
rushed. 
  Attorney General (AG) 
Vincent Byron Junior 

Electoral Office in St. Kitts.

announced that an in-
vestigation had been 
launched into the op-
erations of the office and 
the events surrounding 
the election, including 
the Supervisor of Elec-

tions’ abrupt decision to 
halt the vote count, when 
only two of 11 seats had 
been declared.
  The AG has advised 
that the office’s com-
puter system had been 

accessed externally and 
ballot boxes with bro-
ken locks and been dis-
covered. The Criminal 
Investigations Depart-
ment launched an inves-
tigation which included 
computer forensics spe-
cialists being brought in 
to assist.
  The AG has said that 
the results of the inves-
tigations will be made 
public.
  The Observer under-
stands that while new 
registrations are tak-
ing place, the office is 
awaiting instructions on 
the final processing of 
registrations made from 
December up until the 
elections.
  The Electoral Office 
in Nevis re-opened a 
month ago. ~ St. Kitts-
Nevis Observer ~

W I L L E M S TA D - - I t 
seems as if government 
doesn’t care much about 
the emission of sulphur 
dioxide and particles such 
as the green substance on 
houses, but SMOC does. 
The people living down-
wind of the Isla oil refin-
ery constantly indicate 
that they are “fed up.”
  Clean Environment Cu-
raçao SMOC stated this 
in the monthly update on 

its website. The founda-
tion claims that they were 
inundated with calls from 
concerned citizens in the 
last month.
  SMOC cites the prelimi-
nary air monitoring data 
for the month of May, 
which is indicated by gov-
ernment on the website 
www.luchtmetingen.org .
  “The concern of the peo-
ple living under the smoke 
is justified, as at least the 
first measurements show. 

At measuring stations 
Beth Chaim and Kas 
Chikitu the WHO [World 
Health Organisation – 
Ed] standards for sulphur 
dioxide were exceeded 
fifty times,” said SMOC
  The norm is that a per-
son should neither be 
exposed to levels of 500 
micrograms per cubic 
metre for longer than ten 
minutes nor to a 24-hour 
average of 20 micrograms 
or more.

WILLEMSTAD--The Task 
Force on Tax Plan Cura-
çao has submitted three 
proposals to government 
to stimulate the economy 
through lower taxes.
  The suggestion is to par-
tially abolish the Tax Holi-
day where companies have 
to pay little or none at all. 
At the same time the profit 
tax for everyone would be 
reduced.
  The advisory committee 
also wants an OB sales tax 
exemption for music events 
and to free from import 
duties materials for educa-
tion, sports, health care and 
poverty alleviation.
  The Curaçao Business 
Association VBC believes 
that these plans will only 
complicate the fiscal system 
and has called for a more 
structural review.
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ST. LUCIA--Prime Minis-
ter of St. Kitts-Nevis Dr. 
Timothy Harris met with 
the staff at the Organisa-
tion of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS) Commission 
including Director-General 
Dr. Didacus Jules in St. Lu-
cia, at its May 18-22 meet-
ing.
  Dr. Jules introduced the 
recently elected Dr. Harris 
to the Commission staff and 
the local St. Lucia media 
who were present covering 
the visit of Dr. Harris.
  Prime Minister Harris ad-
dressed the staff and out-
lined his vision not only for 
St. Kitts-Nevis within an 
OECS integrated frame-
work but also his ideal vision 
of the Commission and its 
role in regional integration 
and development. He also 
commended the achieve-
ments of the OECS.
  Prime Minister Harris re-
called the achievements of 
the OECS such as pharma-
ceutical procurement, a sin-
gle currency, a civil aviation 
authority and functional 
cooperation in areas such 
as education, tourism, inter-
national diplomacy and ag-
riculture: “We believe that 
we have to come together; 
fi nd out what it is we are at-

Prime Minister Harris addresses OECS Commission staff.

tempting to do to these par-
ticular programmes and how 
can we set up a regime that 
is going to be benefi cial to 
all of us, because at the end 
of the day we have found 
that we are going to achieve 
more through cooperation 
rather than insidious com-
petition. 
  “We have been forced, for 
example, in relation to say 
tourism to recognise that a 
number of initiatives we ba-
sically have to come togeth-
er [on – Ed.] were common 
policy whether it is [with – 
Ed.] respect to cruise or air-
lines, etc. We have to be co-
ordinating even while we are 
competing, maybe on sand 
and sea and all these other 
things. We establish what we 
are going to compete on and 
establish equally what it is 
we are going to coordinate 
on for mutual benefi t. Un-
less we do that ultimately 
we are going to be working 
against each other in ways 
that benefi t others and leave 
us at the end of the day no 
better for having participat-
ed in that.”
  Prime Minister Harris says 
there is ample evidence that 
through collaboration there 
is tremendous benefi t for 
the individual citizens of 

OECS Member States: “I 
think that we are all shaping 
up at least intellectually to 
see the benefi t of attempting 
the regional approach and 
to pool resources for greater 
good.”
  Prime Minister Harris, who 
also participated in Tues-
day’s 2nd OECS Economic 
Affairs Council meeting 
Saint Lucia, spoke on the 
need to further motivate 
young persons by continu-
ously applying ways of un-
locking their potential and 
promoting their ingenuity. 
  The OECS Commission is 
the principal organ respon-
sible for the general admin-
istration of the organisation. 
The OECS Commission 
comprises the Director-
General, who is responsible 
for the day-to-day admin-
istration of the Organisa-
tion, and will convene and 
preside at meetings of the 
OECS Commission. The 
Commission will also in-
clude one Commissioner of 
Ambassadorial rank named 
by each Member State. This 
Commissioner will repre-
sent the OECS Commis-
sion in the Member State. ~ 
Times Caribbean ~

ST. KITTS--In a scene remi-
niscent of a village jouvert, 
more than 100 persons 
throughout communities 
across St. Kitts took to the 
island’s main road on Sat-
urday, May 30, for a fi tness 
walk from Belle Vue to Ot-
tley’s led by Prime Minister 
Dr. Timothy Harris.  
  The health walk was a com-

PM Harris enjoys a game of dominoes after the community 
walk. (SKNIS photo)

munity initiative encour-
aged by the Prime Minister 
to promote active lifestyles 
amongst his neighbours in 
the area. Commencing at 
5:30am, the walkers gathered 
and made their way along the 
route.
  “The root cause of many 
of the non-communicable 
diseases in St. Kitts and 

Nevis like hypertension and 
diabetes can be attributed to 
poor diet and lack of physi-
cal activity and the walk was 
designed to promote being 
more active and will become 
a regular event in the area,” 
said Prime Minister Harris.  
  Commenting on the turn-
out, Prime Minister Harris 
said, “It was good to see so 
many people out at 5:30am. 
Some were jogging, some 
were walking, we had hus-
bands and wives, grandpar-
ents, children; we had entire 
families.” He further, “The 
prosperity of our nation rests 
on the health of our people 
and we will continue this ef-
fort to ensure that our peo-
ple can contribute and ben-
efi t from our prosperity.”
  The walk, which ended at 
Ottley’s, saw many of the 
participants socialising and 
engaging in board games into 
the mid-morning.

THE HAGUE--The total 
bill to the Dutch govern-
ment for looking after asy-
lum seekers reached 860 
million euros last year, ac-

cording to cabinet fi gures.
  Half of that money went 
to Central Agency for the 
Reception of Asylum Seek-
ers COA which provides 

temporary accommoda-
tion for asylum seekers and 
supports them in getting 
settled if they are granted a 
permit.
  In addition, assessing asy-
lum claims cost the immi-
gration service 197 million 
euros while the expulsion 
service’s budget was 72 mil-
lion euros.
  Non-profi t organisations 
which support refugees had 
just over 30 million euros 
in subsidies, while educa-
tion for refugee children 
cost over 56 million euros 
and spending on free legal 
advice for asylum seekers 
totalled 26 million euros. 
  The fi gures were pub-
lished following requests 
from anti-immigration Par-
ty for Freedom PVV.  Some 
24,000 refugees came to the 
Netherlands last year.
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AMSTERDAM/NEPAL -
-At least four, but possi-
bly five people were killed 
Tuesday afternoon when a 
helicopter crashed in the 
Sindhupalchok district of 
Nepal, the army there said. 
One of the four who died 
was a Dutch medical pro-
fessional, but her identity 
was not released.
  Helicopter pilot Subek 
Shrestha was killed, as well 
as Dr. Sandip Mahat and 

Nepali pilot Subek Shrestha sits with the helicopter he piloted at the time of the crash. 
(Twitter photo)

Sher Bahadur Karki. All 
three are believed to be 
from Nepal.
  They were en route to 
Kathmandu at the time of 
the crash near the village 
of Yamuna at 4:20pm lo-
cal time. The helicopter re-
portedly hit a transmission 
cable that stretched across 
a mountainous area, and is 
connected to a hydropower 
facility. 
  Witnesses said they saw 

an explosion and cloud of 
smoke at the time of the in-
cident. There was no near-
by source of water to help 
extinguish the fire, Sind-
hupalchok official Krishna 
Prasad Gyawali said.
  The helicopter was on the 
return leg of a medical re-
lief mission to the residents 
of Tembathan which is still 
reeling from the earth-
quakes and aftershocks in 
April and May.

THE HAGUE--The Dutch 
Parliament’s First Chamber 
on Tuesday voted in favour 
of raising the Dutch state 
pension age faster than 
originally planned, with 
people working until they 
reach 67 by 2021 instead of 
by 2023.
  Increasing the pension age 
from 65 to 67 was agreed 
in 2012. Since then, it has 

risen one month each year, 
meaning people retiring 
now are 65 years and three 
months old. 
  However, the government 
wants the pension age to 
rise faster because life ex-
pectancy is increasing more 
rapidly than expected.
  Parliament voted for the 
faster rise in March and the 
Senate has now approved 

the move.
  By 2021, people will be 
working until they reach 67.
  In that year, the pension 
age will be coupled to life 
expectancy. According to 
Central Bureau for Statis-
tics CBS, this means people 
could be 71.5 by the time 
they retire in 2030.

MAASTRICHT--The 
province of Limburg in 
the south of the Nether-
lands has awarded a fif-
teen-year licence for bus 
and regional train ser-
vices to Arriva, a British 
company now owned by 
German railway group 
Deutsche Bahn.
  The contract had been 
awarded to Abellio, 
a subsidiary of Dutch 
state-owned railway firm 
NS. However, in late 

April evidence emerged 
of “serious irregulari-
ties” in the contract pro-
cess. 
  NS suspended two 
managers at its Qbuzz/
Abellio subsidiary, who 
are said to have accept-
ed confidential infor-
mation from a former 
worker at Veolia Trans-
port Limburg. They 
used this information to 
win the right to provide 
public transport services 

in the province. Veolia 
was also competing for 
the concession.
  Arriva came second 
in the bidding and the 
province has now award-
ed it the two-billion euro 
contract rather than re-
run the tender process. 
  Veolia has said it will 
not accept the new situ-
ation and said the entire 
bidding process should 
be repeated.

NEVIS--Junior Minister in 
the Ministry of Communi-
cations, Works and Public 
Utilities Troy Liburd says 
work on the twelve-month, 
multi-million-dollar Han-
ley’s Road Rehabilita-
tion project, is proceeding 
smoothly and is expected 
to be completed by the first 
quarter of 2016.
  The Minister made that 
disclosure when he deliv-
ered a statement at the 
May 27 sitting of the Nevis 
Island Assembly.
  According to Liburd, the 
project had a budget of EC 
$8 million and work was be-
ing effected by the Public 
Works Department in the 
Nevis Island Administra-
tion.
  The project involves wid-
ening and resurfacing the 
Hanley’s Road throughway 
from the St. George Angli-
can Church to the end. It 
would also include the re-
surfacing of some tributary 
roads, the upgrade of water 
mains by the Nevis Water 
Department; the upgrade 
and relocation of low volt-
age utilities (telephone and 
cable lines) and the reloca-
tion and upgrade of high 
voltage electricity utilities.
  In his progress report on 
the project, the Minister 
said since the project’s 
commencement work was 
done in the upper section 
of Hanley’s Road from the 
Anglican Church and wid-
ening has been completed 
as far as Rices.
  “They have also done 
some upgrades to the water 
mains in the area just below 

Ongoing work in the Hanley’s Road Rehabilitation project.

the St. George Anglican 
Church and there has also 
been some shifting of some 
of the underground tele-
phone wires in the area. 
  “There has also been ex-
cavation of the undesirable 
material, removal of some 
of the existing roadway and 
the replacement of sub-
base material and compac-
tion of sub-base material to 

date,” he said.
  Liburd stated that to date 
the Public Works Depart-
ment had spent just over 
EC $500,000 so far on 
the project, with $200,000 
spent on securing ag-
gregate; approximately 
$120,000 on trucking and 
equipment work and just 
under $100,000 spent so far 
on labour.

Curaçao’s national team consisting mostly of players based in Europe arrived on the is-
land, led by Technical Consultant Patrick Kluivert and Coach Etienne Siliee. The selection 
has a friendly match against Trinidad and Tobago on Friday. They then face Cuba in an 
important World Cup qualifier over two legs at home on June 10 and away four days later.

THE HAGUE--The Dutch 
government should do 
much more to protect the 
Netherlands’ colonial his-
tory which is stored in for-
eign countries, according to 
a Member of Parliament of 
conservative VVD party.
  Michiel van Veen is intro-
ducing a change in the law 
which will allow Dutch am-
bassadors to enforce the re-
turn of archives which can 
then be properly stored.
  A majority in Parliament 

is in favour of the move be-
cause the archives are cur-
rently rotting away in inap-
propriate storage facilities 
abroad.
  “We should not just pro-
tect our culture in the Neth-
erlands,” Van Veen told the 
Telegraaf newspaper, “but 
also what is overseas.”
  He blames the current sit-
uation on the way in which 
there is “a certain tenden-
cy” to look at colonial his-
tory.
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PORT OF SPAIN, Trini-
dad--A public servant who 
was forcibly removed from 
her desk three years ago 
and taken to a psychiatric 
hospital where she was kept 
for just over two weeks has 
been awarded TT $835,000 
(US $131,896) by a High 

Cheryl Miller

Court.
  The court ruled in favour 
of accountant assistant in 
the Ministry of Gender Af-
fairs, Youth and Child De-
velopment Cheryl Miller 
in her unlawful imprison-
ment lawsuit, saying that 
she should be compensated 

for her wrongful arrest and 
detention at St. Ann’s Psy-
chiatric Hospital.
  Miller was at work on 
March 21, 2012, when her 
behaviour caused a mental 
health officer to conclude 
that she was mentally ill.
  According to the Trini-
dad Express newspaper, 
she had a large, black um-
brella opened on her desk; 
she was listening to loud 
music through earphones; 
her clothes appeared soiled 
and her hair was unkempt; 
and when asked what the 
problem was, she replied: 
“Everyone here, everyone 
here is against me. It goes 
on every day, everybody 
doing me things, they even 
coming by the window.”
  She was detained under 
Section 15 of the Mental 
Health Act, which states: 
“A person found wandering 
at large on a highway or in 
any public place and who by 
reason of his appearance, 
conduct or conversation, a 
mental health officer has 
reason to believe is men-
tally ill and in need of care 
and treatment in a psychi-
atric hospital or ward, may 
be taken into custody and 
conveyed to such hospital 
or ward for admission for 
observation.”
  However, in the judgment 
delivered Monday, Justice 

Judith Jones said that Mill-
er’s cubicle was not a public 
place and that her utter-
ances were not enough for 
a conclusion to be reached 
that she was mentally ill.
  “Further, even when com-
bined with the fact of Mill-
er’s appearance, the open 
umbrella on her desk and 
the headphones with loud 
music emanating, even if I 
accept the evidence, while 
it may suggest some ec-
centricity it does not, in my 
opinion, provide a reason 
to conclude that Miller was 
a danger to herself or to her 
co-workers as concluded by 
the officer, far less that she 
was suffering from mental 
illness and was in need of 
care and treatment at a psy-
chiatric hospital or ward,” 
the judge said.
  She also found that Miller 
would have been greatly 
humiliated and embar-
rassed by the manner of her 
arrest in the presence of 
her co-workers.
  “This was further com-
pounded by her being tak-
en onto the public street 
and placed in an ambulance 
and even further aggravat-
ed by the widespread pub-
licity that her apprehen-
sion and detention at the 
mental hospital attracted. 

The fact that calypsos were 
composed and sung about 
her meant that the circum-
stances and manner of her 
detention were kept in the 
public eye, thereby increas-
ing and intensifying her 
humiliation and embarrass-
ment,” the judge said.
  “Her mental suffering, 
affront to her dignity and 
damage to her reputation 
has continued long after 
the incarceration ended. 
The incarceration had and 
continues to have a trau-
matic effect on her. Some 
three years after the event 
she has clearly not recov-
ered from its effects.”
  Miller was only released 
from the psychiatric hos-
pital after a writ of habeas 
corpus was granted by 
High Court judge Justice 
Vasheist Kokaram. He had 
ordered that she be re-
leased and evaluated and 
the report from the psychi-
atrist indicated that Miller 
posed no danger to herself 
or to the public.
  The North West Regional 
Health Authority, the op-
erator of St. Ann’s Pyschi-
atric Hospital against which 
Monday’s judgment was 
made, has 14 days to ap-
peal the court’s judgment. 
There were four other de-

fendants in the lawsuit: the 
attorney general, the per-
manent secretary and dep-
uty permanent secretary in 
the Ministry of Gender Af-
fairs, and former Minister 
of Gender Affairs, Youth 
and Child Development 
Verna St. Rose-Greaves. 
However, they were not 
found to be liable.
  In an interview with the 
Trinidad Guardian, Miller 
said she was thankful she 
won the case, but felt she 
should have received much 
more.
  “The things I was made to 
suffer at the hospital, that 
amount of money is not 
enough,” she told the news-
paper. ~ Caribbean360 ~

Islands/Region

NASSAU, Bahamas--The deaths of two cruise ship crew 
members working on separate vessels in Bahamian waters 
are being investigated by police, according to the Associated 
Press (AP).
  The news agency said police had disclosed few specifics, say-
ing only that they were “actively investigating these incidents 
to determine the exact cause of death.”
  The deaths came about 24 hours apart.
  AP said a statement from the Royal Bahamas Police Force 
disclosed that a male crew member was found dead early 
Sunday aboard a cruise ship anchored at Castaway Cay, a 
private island that serves as an exclusive port for Disney 
Cruise Line vessels.
  The lifeless body of a female crew member was found 
aboard another cruise line’s vessel early Monday as it passed 
through Bahamian waters, it added.
  In a more detailed report, Inquisitr.com reported that the 
male cruise ship worker was found hanging in the air-condi-
tioning room of cruise ship Disney Dream. ~ Caribbean360 ~

Reports are that one crew member on the Disney Dream 
was found hanging in the air-conditioning room.

CASTRIES, St Lucia--The 
decision by the St. Lucia 
government to open an em-
bassy in Taiwan has come 
under scrutiny from the 
opposition Lucian People’s 
Movement (LPM), which 
described the move as “baf-
fling” and called for public 
disclosure on the costs asso-
ciated with the opening.
  Government announced 
that an embassy would be 
opened in the International 
Trade Building in Taipei on 
Thursday.
  Prime Minister Dr. Kenny 
Anthony left the island for 
Taiwan over the weekend 
with other government of-
ficials, ahead of the open-
ing ceremony. However, in 
a statement issued today, 
the LPM said the decision 
to establish the full-fledged 
embassy “is not only baf-
fling from a foreign policy 
perspective but also raises 
a number of serious ques-
tions concerning the illu-
sionary bubble within which 
the St. Lucia Labour Party 
(SLP) government has op-
erated over the last three 
and a half years”.
  “In light of the fact that 
Taiwan is not universally 
recognized as a sovereign 
state and has yet to settle its 
dispute with China over its 
political status, the Lucian 
People’s Movement has 
called upon the government 
of St. Lucia to clarify wheth-
er its decision to open an 
embassy in Taiwan amounts 
to a formal recognition or 
endorsement of the Repub-
lic of China on Taiwan,” the 
LPM statement read.
  It added that “given the 
unsettled nature of Tai-
wan’s political status, cou-
pled with our own financial 
constraints here at home”, 
it would have been more 
sensible for government 
to appoint a cultural and 
economic representative in 
Taiwan. Instead, the party 
said, the administration had 
gone the contentious and fi-
nancially burdensome route 
of establishing an embassy.
  “In light of this startling 
development, which now 
requires our nation to di-

vert scarce resources to-
wards maintaining yet an-
other embassy abroad, the 
LPM calls upon the govern-
ment of St. Lucia to provide 
a public statement detailing 
the total cost of the opera-
tion and whether it has ap-
proached the government 
of Taiwan for financial as-
sistance in this regard,” it 
added.
  During his trip, Anthony 
will meet with Taiwan’s 
president Ma Ying-jeou 
and other senior officials of 
the Taiwanese government.
  He will also deliver a lec-
ture to students of the Fu 
Jen Catholic University on 
the theme “The Future of 
Small States in the World 
System”.
  A statement from the SLP 
administration said the gov-
ernment of Taiwan is foot-
ing the bill for the trip.
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ROSEAU, Dominica-
-Dominica’s sixth president 
Dr. Nicholas Liverpool has 
died.
  The 80-year-old passed 
away Monday in Miami, 
Florida, where he had been 
receiving medical treat-
ment.
  Prime Minister Roosevelt 
Skerrit said Liverpool’s 
death has robbed the coun-
try of “a most revered am-
bassador for and of this 
country.”
  Liverpool served as presi-
dent from October 2003 to 
September 2012.

 Dr. Nicholas Liverpool

  “Just over six months ago 
the nation gathered en 
masse to salute and cel-

KINGSTON, Jamaica-
-Rank and file members of 
the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force (JCF) have started 
industrial action to press 
for an improved wage of-
fer from government, but 
National Security Minister 
Peter Bunting is calling on 
them to go back to work, 
saying their action puts the 
public at risk.
  Government has offered 
a five per cent increase 
over 24 months, following 
a five-year public sector 
wage freeze that ended in 
March. The Jamaica Police 
Federation is demanding at 
least a 20 per cent increase 
for entry-level officers.
  To protest the administra-
tion’s refusal to go higher, 
police began sick-out ac-
tion at several stations from 
midnight Monday.
  In making his appeal for 
the action to ceases, Bun-
ting said in a statement 
from his ministry: “This 

behaviour is not appropri-
ate for an essential service; 
it exposes the public to un-
necessary risk; and may 
damage the professional 
image of the JCF that has 
seen significant improve-
ments in recent years.”
  The ministry said contin-
gency measures have been 
put in place, including the 
increased use of Jamaica 

Defence Force personnel 
to support the police.
  “The Ministry of Nation-
al Security stands ready 
to assist the negotiations 
between the Police Fed-
eration and the Ministry of 
Finance and Planning once 
this action is discontinued 
and the parties return to 
the bargaining table,” the 
release added.

National Security Minister Peter Bunting

GEORGETOWN, Guy-
ana--Acknowledging that 
there are some challenges 
in the daily operations of 
the Guyana Defence Force 
(GDF) Coast Guard, Head 
of State David Granger has 
given his commitment to-
wards institutional strength-
ening of that unit. During a 
tour of the Ruimveldt Coast 
Guard Headquarters Mon-
day, President Granger was 
briefed on what currently 
obtains, and what is re-
quired to bring about opti-
mum results and efficiency. 
  Speaking to the impor-
tance of the Coast Guard, 
the President said when it 
was established 25 years 
ago, the maritime threat 
existed, and today it still ex-
ists.
 “But, as they say, eternal 
vigilance is the price we 
have to pay for freedom, 
and one of the most vul-
nerable frontiers of Guy-
ana is this fore frontier, 
this coastland, and we can 
only depend on you to pro-
tect this entire frontier.” 
  Reminding the ranks of 
their role, the President 
observed that they all have 
important law enforcement 
functions in terms of com-
bating maritime crimes, 
including smuggling, piracy 

President David Granger being briefed on some of the daily operations of the Coast Guard 
while on board of one of the unit’s patrol vessels

and all forms of trafficking. 
  “These crimes distort 
the economy; most of the 
crimes of contraband and 
trafficking contribute to 
keeping Guyana poor, and 
that is why you’re given a 
law enforcement function,” 
the President told the ranks. 
  Describing the ranks as 
Guyana’s best and first 
line of defence against 
maritime crimes, President 
Granger pointed out that 
no other agency can effec-
tively carry out the man-
date that rests on the shoul-
der of the coast guards. 
  He however noted that 
they must not shy away 
from their responsibil-
ity to protect Guyana’s as-
sets, particularly humans 
and military resources. 
  Equally, the President said 
it is imperative to ensure 
that foreign trade is pro-
tected, while ensuring that 
citizens feel safe as they tra-
verse Guyana’s waterways. 
The Head of State added 
that while it is important 
to protect the country’s ter-
ritorial integrity, the pres-
ence of the Coast Guard 
must be felt in every area. 
Speaking on the issue of 
training, President Granger 
said it is his view that spe-
cialised training must be 

given on issues relating to 
the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the 
Seas, since Guyana has 
a very large sea frontier. 
  Each rank, he said, should 
have a clear understanding 
of both land and sea fron-
tier issues. He noted that 
while the Coast Guard has 
a role to play, his adminis-
tration intends to resolve 
some outstanding border 
dispute issues amicably.
  “The fact is that unless 
we resolve these mari-
time claims, we will not 
be able to exploit a source 
of one of our most im-
portant resources, that 
is offshore petroleum.” 
  Meanwhile, the president 
has assured that under his 
administration, the Coast 
Guard will be given the 
much needed attention it 
requires. Discussions will 
soon begin in an effort 
to bring the Coast Guard 
up to strength in terms of 
manpower, as the possi-
bility of a Reserve arm of 
the unit will be explored. 
  Training both locally and 
overseas would be given 
much priority, while the 
upgrading of equipment 
will also be looked at. 
However, in the interim, 
the President called on the 
ranks to be responsible by 
taking care of the equip-
ment that is in hand as they 
have over the years cost the 
government huge amounts. 
“You here in the Coast 
Guard are not just look-
ing after the rivers, look-
ing after the coastland; you 
are protecting the future 
of our country, you are 
protecting our children’s 
inheritance, (and) you 
are protecting the patri-
mony of this great nation.” 
  In addition, some of the 
recommendations made 
by the Disciplined Forces 
Commission several years 
ago will now be implement-
ed in an effort to address 
some of the challenges 
facing the Coast Guard. 
  President Granger further 
assured that his administra-
tion would continue, as long 
as it is financially possible, 
to provide the resources 
needed to protect the ter-
ritorial integrity of Guyana. 
  While congratulating the 
ranks for the professional-
ism shown over the years, 
the President reiterated the 
call for every effort to be 
directed towards the sup-
pression of criminality and 
to ensure that piracy and 
smuggling are brought to 
an end. 

ebrate the life and times 
of Dr. Nicholas Liverpool. 
We recognised then, as we 
do now, that this was a Do-
minican of extraordinary 
talent and achievement, yet 
a humble gentleman who 
had a moment and a listen-
ing ear for everyone with 
whom he came into con-
tact,” Skerritt wrote on his 
Facebook page.
  He said all flags in Domi-
nica would be flown as 
half-mast from Tuesday, 
June 2, until the day after 
Liverpool’s burial. ~ Carib-
bean360 ~
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Terry Strada (R), and her children Justin (L), Kaitlyn, (2nd L), and Thomas (3rd L) attend a 
news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington to unveil “The Transparency for the Families 
of 9/11 Victims Act” on Tuesday. The Strada family lost their husband and father Tom during 
the 9/11 attacks on New York City. 

SAN FRANCISCO--A Na-
tive American student took 
a California school district 
to court on Monday af-
ter his high school banned 
him from wearing an eagle 
feather on his graduation 
cap, a civil rights group 
said.
  The American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Northern 
California (ACLU) said 
Clovis High School senior 
Christian Titman, 18, had 
notified the court of the 
emergency lawsuit ahead of 
his Thursday graduation.
  Titman, a member of the 
Pit River Tribe, and his par-
ents have repeatedly asked 
that he be granted permis-
sion to wear the feather 
during the ceremony to 
represent his heritage and 
religion, and mark his aca-
demic achievement, but 
their requests were denied, 
according to the ACLU.
  “The eagle feather is not 
only a signature of my tribe 
but it also represents the 
pride I have for my tribe, 
my people and my heri-
tage,” Titman told the lo-
cal Fresno Bee newspaper 
on Monday. “When I have 
feathers on I’m connected 
with ancestors before me.”
  Clovis School District 
spokeswoman Kelly Avants 
said in an email that it has 
long banned non-academic 
accessories from being 
worn during the ceremony 
to maintain uniformity 
across the graduating class. 
Avants said the district of-
fered to allow Titman to re-
ceive the feather as he gets 
his diploma or let him wear 
it during portions of the 
ceremony, but the offers 
were rejected.
  “The District remains 
committed to attempting to 
reach a resolution that re-
spects both Christian’s Na-
tive American culture and 
traditions, and the long-
standing traditions sur-
rounding our content neu-
tral graduation ceremony 
standards,” Avants said.
  The ACLU said the Cali-
fornia Constitution and 
state Education Code 
provide protection for 
religious expression and 
student free speech. “The 
district’s refusal to allow a 
small symbol of religious 
expression during the grad-
uation ceremony is a mis-
understanding of both the 
spirit and the letter of the 
law,” ACLU staff attorney 
Novella Coleman said. 

WASHINGTON--A pro-
posed U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives appropriations 
bill released on Tuesday 
would prohibit funds for an 
American embassy or other 
diplomatic facility in Cuba 
beyond what existed before 
President Barack Obama’s 
December announcement 
that he would move to nor-
malize relations with Ha-
vana.
  Members of Congress have 
been trying to roll back the 
shift in Cuba policy, but all 
such proposals face a tough 
fight to become law. Sepa-
rately, the White House 
said on Tuesday it would 
veto a transportation bill 
that included a measure to 
roll back Obama’s moves to 
ease travel to the Commu-
nist-ruled island.
  The appropriations bill 
released on Tuesday would 

restrict funds to facilitate 
the opening of a Cuban em-
bassy in the United States, 
increase democracy as-
sistance and international 
broadcasting to Cuba and 
provide direction to the 
State Department on deny-
ing visas to members of the 
Cuban military and Com-
munist Party.
  Some members of Con-
gress, led mostly by Re-
publican Cuban-American 
lawmakers, have objected 
to the U.S. shift in Cuba 
policy. They want Cuba’s 
government to do more to 
improve human rights on 
the island, release U.S. fu-
gitives living in Cuba and 
allow free elections before 
easing restrictions on trade, 
travel and diplomatic rela-
tions.
  Since Congress con-
trols government spend-

ing, these members have 
pledged to use appropria-
tions legislation to try to 
block the initiative by 
Obama, a Democrat. “I 
think we have been very 
clear with our challenges 
with what’s gone on in 
Cuba, from human rights, 
from what’s happened 
there, and we have a dif-
ference of opinion with the 
administration and we have 
a right to express it,” Kevin 
McCarthy, the Republican 
House Majority Leader, 
said at a news conference.
  The United States for-
mally dropped Cuba from 
its list of state sponsors of 
terrorism last Friday, an 
important step toward re-
storing diplomatic ties but 
one that will have a limited 
effect on removing U.S. 
sanctions on the Commu-
nist-ruled island.

NEW YORK--The U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agen-
cy used a wider array of 
sexual abuse and other 
forms of torture than was 
disclosed in a Senate report 
last year, according to a 
Guantanamo Bay detainee 
turned government cooper-
ating witness.
  Majid Khan said interro-
gators poured ice water on 
his genitals, twice video-
taped him naked and re-
peatedly touched his “pri-
vate parts” - none of which 
was described in the Senate 
report. Interrogators, some 
of whom smelled of alco-
hol, also threatened to beat 
him with a hammer, base-
ball bats, sticks and leather 
belts, Khan said.
  Khan’s is the first publicly 
released account from a 
high-value al Qaeda de-
tainee who experienced the 
“enhanced interrogation 
techniques” of President 
George W. Bush’s admin-
istration after the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks on the U.S.
  Khan’s account is con-
tained in 27 pages of in-
terview notes his lawyers 
compiled over the past sev-
en years. The U.S. govern-
ment cleared the notes for 
release last month through 
a formal review process.
  Before the Senate report 
detailed the agency’s inter-
rogation methods last De-
cember, CIA officials pro-
hibited detainees and their 
lawyers from publicly de-
scribing interrogation ses-

sions, deeming detainee’s 
memories of the experience 
classified.
  Khan’s detailed allega-
tions of torture could not be 
independently confirmed. 
CIA officials have said they 
believed Khan repeatedly 
lied to them during inter-
rogations.
  The 35-year-old Khan, 
a Pakistani citizen who 
attended high school in 
Maryland, is awaiting sen-
tencing after pleading 
guilty in 2012 to conspiracy, 
material support, murder 
and spying charges. In ex-
change for serving as a 
government witness, Khan 
will be sentenced to up to 
19 years in prison, with the 
term beginning on the date 
of his guilty plea.
  Khan confessed to deliv-
ering $50,000 to al Qaeda 
operatives in Indonesia. 
That money was later used 

to carry out the 2003 truck 
bombing of a Marriott ho-
tel in Jakarta that killed 
11 people and wounded at 
least 80 others. Khan also 
confessed to plotting with 
9/11 mastermind Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed to poi-
son water supplies, blow up 
gas stations and serve as a 
“sleeper agent” for al Qa-
eda in the United States.
  Khan was captured in Pak-
istan and held at an uniden-
tified CIA “black site” from 
2003 to 2006, according to 
the Senate report. Khan’s 
lawyers declined to com-
ment on where he was cap-
tured or held, which they 
said remained classified.
  In the interviews with his 
lawyers, Khan described a 
carnival-like atmosphere 
of abuse when he arrived at 
the CIA detention facility. 
“I wished they had killed 
me,” Khan told his lawyers. 
He said that he experienced 
excruciating pain when 
hung naked from poles and 
that guards repeatedly held 
his head under ice water.
  “’Son, we are going to take 
care of you,’ “ Khan said 
his interrogators told him. “ 
‘We are going to send you 
to a place you cannot imag-
ine.’ “

WASHINGTON--President 
Barack Obama signed into law 
on Tuesday legislation passed 
by Congress earlier in the day 
reforming a government sur-
veillance program that swept 
up millions of Americans’ tele-
phone records.
  Reversing security policy in 
place since shortly after the 
Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, the bill 
ends a system exposed by for-
mer National Security Agency 
contractor Edward Snowden. 
The spy agency collected and 
searched records of phone calls 
looking for terrorism leads but 
was not allowed to listen to 
their content.
  Passage of the USA Freedom 
Act, the result of an alliance be-
tween Senate Democrats and 
some of the chamber’s most 
conservative Republicans, was 
a victory for Obama, a Demo-
crat, and a setback for Senate 
Republican Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell.
  After the Senate voted 67-
32 on Tuesday to give final 
congressional approval to the 
bill, Obama used his Twitter 
account, @POTUS, to say he 
was glad it had passed. “I’ll sign 
it as soon as I get it,” the tweet 
said.
  Before voting, senators de-
feated three amendments pro-
posed by Republican leaders 
after they reversed themselves 
and ended efforts to block it. 
The House of Representa-
tives passed the measure over-
whelmingly last month.
  In the end, 23 Senate Repub-
licans voted for the Freedom 
Act, joining 196 who backed it 
in the House. In a rift between 
Republicans, who control both 
chambers, House leaders had 
warned that amendments pro-
posed by McConnell would be 
a “challenge” for the House 
that could delay the bill.
  A federal appeals court on 

May 7 ruled the collection of 
“metadata” illegal. The new 
law would require companies 
such as Verizon Communica-
tions Inc and AT&T Inc, to 
collect and store telephone 
records the same way that they 
do now for billing purposes. 
But instead of routinely feed-
ing U.S. intelligence agen-
cies such data, the companies 
would be required to turn it 
over only in response to a gov-
ernment request approved by 
the secretive Foreign Intelli-
gence Surveillance Court.
  The Freedom Act is the first 
major legislative reform of U.S. 
surveillance since Snowden’s 

revelations two years ago this 
month led to debate over how 
to balance Americans’ dis-
trust of intrusive government 
with fears of terrorist attacks. 
Along with the phone records 
program, two other domestic 
surveillance programs autho-
rized under the 2001 USA Pa-
triot Act have been shut down 
since Sunday.  After Republi-
can Senator Rand Paul, a 2016 
presidential candidate, blocked 
McConnell’s efforts to keep 
them going temporarily, the 
Senate missed a deadline to 
extend legal authorities for cer-
tain data collection by the NSA 
and the FBI.

Khan
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Russian missile manufacturer Almaz-Antey said on May 22 it had filed an appeal against 
European Union sanctions imposed on it over the crisis in Ukraine.

MOSCOW--The Russian 
company that makes the 
BUK air defence system 
that was used to shoot down 
a Malaysian airliner in east 
Ukraine said on Tuesday the 
plane was hit by a missile 
deployed by Ukraine and 
not widely used by Russia’s 
military.
  State-run Almaz-Antey 
said its own analysis of the 
wreckage of the Malay-
sia Airlines plane brought 
down on July 17 last year, 
killing 298 people, indi-
cated it was hit by a BUK 
9M38M1 surface-to-air mis-
sile armed with a 9H314M 
warhead. Shrapnel holes in 
the plane were consistent 
with that kind of missile and 
warhead, it said.
  Such missiles have not been 
produced in Russia since 
1999 and the last ones were 

delivered to foreign custom-
ers, it said, adding that the 
Russian armed forces now 
mainly use a 9M317M war-
head with the BUK system. 
“Neither the company nor 
its enterprises could have 
supplied these rockets in 
the 21st century,” Almaz-
Antey’s chief executive, Yan 
Novikov, told a news con-
ference run by the Kremlin 
press service at which the 
company used 3D visuals 
and computer animation.
  After a company presenta-
tion translated simultane-
ously into three languages, 
he said Ukraine’s armed 
forces had still had nearly 
1,000 such missiles in its ar-
senal in 2005, when it held 
talks with Almaz-Antey on 
prolonging their lifespan.
  Criticising sanctions im-
posed on Almaz-Antey by 

the European Union, he 
said: “The corporation was 
not involved in the Malay-
sian Boeing catastrophe. 
Correspondingly, the eco-
nomic sanctions applied to 
the corporation for that are 
... unjust.”
  When it imposed the sanc-
tions on Almaz-Antey, 
the EU said the firm pro-
duced anti-aircraft weap-
onry which the Russian 
authorities have supplied 
to pro-Russian separat-
ists fighting Kiev’s forces 
in east Ukraine. Moscow is 
trying to deflect blame for 
the shooting down of the 
airliner and denies sending 
arms and soldiers to sup-
port the rebels, though the 
West and Kiev say they have 
overwhelming proof of the 
latter.

BRUSSELS--Anti-fraud 
investigators recommend-
ed last year that the Eu-
ropean Union try to claw 
back 900 million euros ($1 
billion) lost from the EU 
budget because of suspect-
ed fraud, more than double 
the previous year’s amount, 
officials said on Tuesday.
  The European Anti-Fraud 
Office (OLAF), which in-
vestigates fraudulent use of 
EU funds and wrongdoing 
within EU institutions, said 
it had received 1,417 alle-
gations of fraud last year, a 
record number.
  Fraud allegations are po-
litically sensitive at a time 
when national governments 
are under pressure from 
Eurosceptic parties de-
nouncing waste in Brussels. 
The EU has agreed a bud-
get of 960 billion euros for 
the period 2014-2020.
  Only 206.5 million euros 
were actually recovered in 
2014, OLAF said in its an-
nual report, but there is 
often a lag of several years 
between recommendations 
and money being repaid. 
On average, only one third 
of OLAF recommenda-
tions translate into real 
recoveries by national au-
thorities.
  Last year’s figures are not 
necessarily a sign of more 
widespread corruption, but 
reflect increased awareness 
of fraud among EU citizens 
and OLAF’s higher vis-

ibility, Director-General 
Giovanni Kessler told a 
news conference.
  EU Health Commis-
sioner John Dalli resigned 
in 2012 after an OLAF in-
vestigation showed that an 
associate of his had asked 
a Swedish tobacco com-
pany for money in return 
for changes to EU legisla-
tion. If it finds evidence of 
abuse, OLAF recommends 
that the European Com-
mission, other EU agen-
cies or national authorities 
seek to recover funds sus-
pected of being misspent or 
snatched from the EU bud-
get through customs frauds.
  Over the last seven years 
only 53 per cent of OLAF 
recommendations resulted 
in actual indictments in 
member states. “This ratio 
of indictment is not satis-
factory and needs to be im-
proved,” Kessler said.
  Most OLAF recommen-
dations in 2014 concerned 
the misuse of EU structural 
funds -- aid distributed to 
poorer regions and coun-
tries in the 28-member EU. 
Trade frauds account for 
about 15 per cent of the 
losses suffered by the EU 
budget in 2014.
  A common fraud is the 
avoidance of duty payments 
through imports recorded 
as coming from countries 
different from the true ori-
gin.

GAZA--Hamas security 
forces killed an activist of a 
rival Islamist militant group 
in a shoot-out at his Gaza 
home on Tuesday, drawing 
strong condemnation from 
the Palestinian government 
of President Mahmoud Ab-
bas.
  Despite formally recon-
ciling last year with the 
secular Fatah faction of 
the U.S.-backed president 
under a technocrat cabi-
net, Hamas retains de-facto 
control in the coastal Gaza 
Strip penned in by Israel 
and Egypt. A spokesman 
for the Interior Ministry 
in Gaza said Hamas forces 
shot Younis al-Honnor 
dead after he resisted ar-
rest at his home, where 
he had illegally stockpiled 
munitions. Witnesses said 
there was a shoot-out at the 
site.
  Witnesses said Honnor, 
an activist with a Salafist 
group, was buried in the 
black flag with religious 
inscriptions that is the stan-
dard of Islamic State insur-
gents who have swept other 
parts of the Middle East.
  Hamas, which promotes 
political Islam, has mount-
ed occasional crackdowns 
on more radical groups that 
chafe at its engagement 
with Abbas and truces with 
Israel. Such groups support 
the broader struggle led by 
Islamic State and al Qaeda.
  From its seat in Ramal-
lah in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, the Palestin-
ian cabinet deplored what 
it called Honnor’s “execu-
tion”. “Hamas must respect 
the law and civil rights,” 
said the cabinet statement, 
published by the official 
Palestinian news agency 
Wafa. “It must not mess 
with the souls of people. It 
must cease abolishing se-
curity and order and stop 
trespassing on the authori-
ties of the government and 
the judiciary.”

K H A RT O U M - - S u d a n 
is open to dialogue with 
Western nations, President 
Omar Hassan al-Bashir 
said on Tuesday in an un-
usually conciliatory mes-
sage from a leader wanted 
on genocide charges and 
whose country suffers un-
der economic sanctions.
  Speaking at the start of a 
new presidential term that 
extends his quarter cen-
tury in power, Bashir, 71, 
also appealed for national 
unity as he grapples with 
rebellions and dwindling oil 
revenues following South 
Sudan’s 2011 secession.
  Sudan has long laboured 
under a raft of U.N. and 
bilateral sanctions, includ-
ing from the United States. 
Bashir also faces charges 
at the International Crimi-
nal Court that he master-
minded genocide and other 
atrocities in his campaign 

to crush a revolt in the Dar-
fur region. He has denied 
all the charges.
  “Sudan will seek, God 
willing, and with an open 
heart, to continue dialogue 
with Western countries in 
order for relations to return 
to normal,” Bashir told par-
liament after a swearing-in 
ceremony attended by re-
gional African and Arab 
leaders.
  “I will be, God willing, a 
president for all. There 
is no difference between 
those who voted for us and 
those who didn’t, between 
those who participated and 
those who boycotted (the 
election),” said Bashir, who 
first took power in a 1989 
coup.
  “This is a right guaranteed 
to all,” he told the lawmak-
ers and foreign dignitar-
ies including Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe 

and Egyptian President Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi.
  Political analysts respond-
ed sceptically to Bashir’s 
call for talks with the West. 
“(He will have to) give up 
his old vision that brought 
him Western enmity be-
cause Western countries 
have firm positions on is-
sues on which there is dis-
agreement (with Sudan),” 
said Ahmed Hassan al-Jak, 
a professor at Khartoum 
University.
  Such issues include re-
spect for human rights and 
bringing the Darfur war 
and other armed conflicts 
to an end, he added.

  Bashir won 94 percent of 
the vote in a national elec-
tion in April, the first since 
Sudan saw its south secede 
in 2011, but it was boycot-
ted by most of the opposi-
tion. His ruling National 
Congress Party won 323 of 
426 parliamentary seats.
  In his first decree since 
being sworn in, Bashir dis-
solved his cabinet and, in a 
rare step, also relieved the 
first vice president, the vice 
president and presidential 
advisers of their duties, the 
state Sudan News Agency 
said. He was expected to 
name a new government 
soon.

  Opposition figures have 
said the continued rule of 
Bashir has exacerbated Su-
dan’s isolation from global 
financial and political insti-
tutions. U.S. companies are 
banned from doing busi-
ness with Sudan, although 
China and other investors 
have been quick to make 
up the shortfall.
  Bashir, who has kept a 
strong power base in the 
army and remains popu-
lar among many segments 
of the population, urged 
opposition parties in his 
speech on Tuesday to join a 
“national dialogue” he said 
would begin in the coming 

days. He also renewed a 
general amnesty for armed 
groups who “truly desire to 
return and participate in 
dialogue.”
  Sudan has faced a rebellion 
in its Darfur region since 
2003 and a separate but 
linked insurgency in Blue 
Nile and South Kordofan 
since the secession of South 
Sudan in 2011.
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Students are seated at their desks in a classroom at the Eskimo Point Federal Hostel in Arviat, 
Nunavut in an undated archive photo. 

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria--A 
bomb blast at a busy meat 
market in the northeastern 
Nigerian city of Maiduguri 
on Tuesday killed about 
50 people, an eyewitness 
and hospital sources said, 
in an attack that bore the 
hallmarks of Islamist Boko 
Haram militants.
  Boko Haram has killed 
thousands of people and 
displaced some 1.5 million 
in an insurgency to estab-
lish an Islamic caliphate in 
the northeast of Nigeria but 
appears to have lost most 
of the territory it seized to 
government counter-offen-
sives this year. The bomb, 
which was concealed un-
der a butcher’s table in the 
market, went off at around 
1 p.m., killing shoppers and 
passersby, a military source 
said.
  There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the attack, which followed 
two weekend bombings 
that killed at least 30 peo-
ple and appeared to be the 
handiwork of Boko Haram.
  Meanwhile, a video pur-
porting to show Boko Ha-
ram militants and featur-
ing an unidentifi ed hooded 

speaker was posted on 
social media websites on 
Tuesday. The speaker ac-
cused Nigeria and three ad-
jacent states that have com-
bined to fi ght the Islamist 
militants - Niger, Chad and 
Cameroon - of lying about 
recent military successes 
that they said had pushed 
the jihadists back into a ru-
ral pocket.
  “Most of our territory 
is still under control,” he 
said. “Whoever believes 
that the Nigerian army has 
defeated us.... know that 
we have battled against 
them and killed them,” he 
added in a 10-minute video 
that featured blood-soaked 
corpses.
  The fi lm included foot-
age of what appeared to 
be pieces of a Nigerian jet. 
“President of Nigeria, here 
are your goods,” says a mili-
tant in the video.
  Goodluck Jonathan’s 
presidency ended with the 
inauguration on Friday of 
successor Muhammadu 
Buhari, who has pledged 
to wipe out Boko Haram. 
It was not possible for Re-
uters to verify the video’s 
authenticity or date.

NAIROBI--Kenya’s Presi-
dent Uhuru Kenyatta has 
promised a new campaign 
to stop people joining vio-
lent radical groups and to 
fi ght the infl uence of Soma-
li Islamists whose attacks 
have killed hundreds and 
threatened growing pros-
perity.
  Suggesting a change in 
strategy with more use of 
discussion and persuasion, 
Kenyatta said conventional 
policing methods would 
not be enough to tackle 
the threat from radicalised 
men and women. “To deal 
with this enemy, we must 
keep improving our meth-
ods and tactics ... We must 
stop them from being radi-
calised,” Kenyatta said on 
Monday during a speech 
marking Madaraka Day na-
tional holiday.
  Dealing with the rising 
threat of home-grown radi-
cals has become a priority 
for Kenyatta. Some of the 
gunmen involved in the big-
gest attacks on Kenyan soil 
in recent years, including 
the slaughter of 148 peo-

ple at Garissa university in 
April, were Kenyan citizens 
who had joined Somalia’s al 
Shabaab.
  The attacks have also 
threatened Kenya’s rapid 
growth in prosperity, rav-
aging the east African na-
tion’s tourism sector and 
denting its image abroad.
  Diplomats have long 
criticised Nairobi for its 
heavy-handed approach 
to tackling radicalisation 
among Kenya’s 4.3 mil-
lion Muslims, urging the 
government to use softer 
tactics that would win over 
the community and help 

with intelligence gathering. 
Al Shabaab has vowed to 
punish Kenya for sending 
troops to Somalia to fi ght 
the group as part of an Af-
rican Union peacekeeping 
force.
  Kenyatta did not reveal 
how the anti-radicalisation 
drive will work in practice, 
but said the government 
would soon start working 
with civil-society groups 
and faith based leaders to 
implement it. Kenya had in 
April offered an amnesty 
for al Shabaab militants 
who wanted to hand them-
selves in.

OTTAWA--A Canadian 
policy of forcibly separat-
ing aboriginal children 
from their families and 
sending them to residen-
tial schools amounted to 
“cultural genocide,” a six-
year investigation into the 
now-defunct system found 
on Tuesday.
  The residential school 
system attempted to eradi-
cate the aboriginal culture 
and assimilate children 
into mainstream Canada, 
said the long-awaited re-
port by the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission 
of Canada. The commis-
sion was launched as part 
of a settlement with survi-
vors, hundreds of whom 
gathered at a ballroom in 
downtown Ottawa to hear 

the report’s fi ndings.
  In prepared remarks 
unveiling the report, Jus-
tice Murray Sinclair, who 
headed the panel, ac-
knowledged “that what 
took place in residential 
schools amounts to noth-
ing short of cultural geno-
cide - a systematic and 
concerted attempt to ex-
tinguish the spirit of Ab-
original peoples.”
  The report documented 
horrifi c physical abuse, 
rape, malnutrition and 
other atrocities suffered 
by many of the 150,000 
children who attended 
the schools, typically run 
by Christian churches on 
behalf of Ottawa from 
the 1840s to the 1990s. 
Children as young as fi ve 

years old were removed 
from their families and 
ancestral lands and sent 
to schools far away.
  Sinclair said between 
5 percent and 7 percent 
of students who went to 
the schools died there, 
although the commission 
was only able to docu-
ment about 3,200 of those 
deaths. Most were buried 
in unmarked graves on 
school property.
  Regarded as heathens 
and savages by the sys-
tem’s architects, they 
were beaten for speaking 
their native language and 
often forced to accept 
the Christian faith. The 
legacy of the residential 
school system persists as 
many Canadian aborigi-
nals struggle to recover 
from generations of fam-
ily separation.
  Aboriginals, who make 
up 4 percent of Canada’s 
population, have higher 
levels of poverty and a 
lower life expectancy than 
other Canadians, and are 
more often victims of 
violent crime, addiction 
and incarceration. While 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper apologized to the 
survivors of the schools in 
2008, relations between 
his Conservative govern-
ment and Canada’s 1.4 
million aboriginals are 
strained.
  Aboriginal Affairs Min-
ister Bernard Valcourt 
attended the presenta-
tion of the fi ndings and 
applauded at times. How-
ever, he also shifted in his 
chair and looked down as 
others stood to applaud 
recommendations for the 
government to do more 
to promote reconcilia-
tion, including calls for it 
to implement the United 
Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous 
People.
  Harper told Parliament 
his government would ex-
amine the report’s recom-
mendations before decid-
ing on next steps.
  The group made 94 rec-

onciliatory recommenda-
tions, including special 
human rights and anti-
racism training for public 

servants. It also urged the 
Pope to apologize to sur-
vivors and their families 
for the Catholic Church’s 

role in the schools, as the 
church had done in 2010 
for Irish victims of abuse.
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Ian Crabbe the Director of Alton Towers speaks to the media 
in front of the Smiler ride at Alton Towers in Alton, Britain on 
Tuesday.

LONDON--Four teenagers 
were seriously hurt at one 
of Britain’s biggest theme 
parks on Tuesday when two 
carriages collided on a roll-
ercoaster ride, rescue work-
ers said.
  An air ambulance was 
called to the scene after the 
accident on the “Smiler” 
ride at Alton Towers, a park 
run by Merlin Entertain-
ments Plc in Staffordshire, 
central England. One car 
was empty, the other con-
tained 16 people.
  The Smiler, the latest 
new ride at Alton Towers, 
opened in May 2013 and 
is the world’s first 14-loop 
rollercoaster, according to 
the attraction’s website. It 
can reach speeds up to 52 
miles (85 km) an hour.
  “Of the 16 occupants on 
board the ride, two teen-
age boys and two teenage 
girls, have sustained serious 

leg injuries,” said a spokes-
woman for West Midlands 
Ambulance Service.
  A platform had been built 
to allow emergency services 
to reach the occupants on 
the ride who were about 
25 feet up in the air at an 
angle of about 45 degrees, 
she said. “The 12 other 
occupants on the ride are 
said to have suffered mi-
nor injuries and it’s hoped 
that they will be discharged 
from the scene,” she added 
in a statement.
  Merlin said in a state-
ment there would be a full 
investigation once it had 
recovered the guests. The 
collision took place on the 
lower part of the ride, it 
added.

SANTIAGO--President 
Michelle Bachelet’s popu-
larity sunk to a new low, 
with 66 percent of Chileans 
disapproving of her perfor-
mance despite last month’s 
Cabinet shake-up intended 
to breathe new life into 
her 16-month-old admin-
istration, a poll showed on 
Tuesday.
  The business and politi-
cal establishment has been 
rocked by a tax and cam-
paign financing scandal, 
while there also have been 
accusations that Bachelet’s 
son used his political con-
nections to help his wife 
gain preferential access to a 
$10 million loan.
  The poll, conducted by 
Gfk Adimark, showed 
Bachelet’s approval rating 
fell to 29 percent in May, 
an all-time low for her two 
administrations. Left-lean-
ing Bachelet led Chile, the 
world’s top copper produc-
er from 2006-2010 and took 
office for her second term 
in March 2014.
  “Both the anticipated 
Cabinet change and her 
annual State of the Union 
address had marginal posi-
tive effects ... however the 
tense climate of mistrust 
and accusations surround-
ing how political activities 
are financed was ultimately 
more important,” said the 
pollster.
  On May 11, Bachelet dis-
missed her Finance Min-
ister, an unprecedented 
move for a Chilean presi-
dent since the return to 
democracy in 1990, in a 
sweeping Cabinet reshuffle 
in which four of her closest 
ministers were removed or 
shifted into other roles.

HANOI--Vietnam took 
delivery of two new missile 
boats on Tuesday made lo-
cally and modelled on Rus-
sian vessels, the latest move 
by its military to strengthen 
maritime defences as ten-
sions simmer over sover-
eignty in the South China 
Sea.
  The two Tarantul-class 
corvettes, known as Mol-
niyas, are equipped with 
16 missiles and automatic 
weapons and are among six 
ordered by the navy, two of 
which were delivered last 
year. The missiles have a 
range of 130 kilometres.
  The announcement was 
carried on the Vietnamese 
government’s news website 
and comes amid diplomatic 
rumblings over land recla-
mation work by rival claim-
ants and United States 
concern over what it said 
was China’s placement of 
mobile artillery systems in 
contested territory.
  Vietnam’s naval defence 
capabilities have been 
boosted by Russian hard-
ware, including state-of-

the-art kilo-class subma-
rines recently equipped 
with a Russian land attack 
variant of the Klub missile. 
They are capable of preci-
sion strikes within a range 
of 300km.
  Many experts see Viet-
nam’s strengthening of 
its defences and its diplo-
matic ties with Japan, the 
Philippines and the United 
States of late as signs of its 
determination to counter 
China’s growing assertive-
ness after a bitter falling 
out with Beijing last year. 
Deputy Defence Minister 
Truong Quang Khanh said 
the new boats showed Viet-
nam could “fully master the 
technology and techniques 
of modern military ship-
building” and would boost 
its combat power and help 
protect its maritime sov-
ereignty, according to the 
report.
  It said the vessels could 
take on warships, amphibi-
ous ships and corvettes, 
protect submarines and 
carry out scouting.

NEW DELHI--Bottles of 
acid are too easily available 
in India and the makers 
should take responsibility for 
the rising number of “vile” 
acid attacks, the head of In-
dia’s National Commission 
for Women (NCW) has said.
  Acid attacks - meant to 
maim, disfigure or blind - 
are most common in Cam-
bodia, followed by Bangla-
desh, Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and India. Women are the 
victims of 80 percent of the 
roughly 1,500 acid attacks 
reported globally each year, 
the London-based charity 

Acid Survivors Trust Inter-
national says.
  “When we talk about laws, 
we need to look not merely 
at the people who are throw-
ing acid on others, we need 
to look at the availability of 
the acid - those who sell it 
and manufacturers of the 
acid which is sold in these 
little bottles,” NCW chair-
man Lalita Kumaraman-
galam said at an event late 
on Monday.
  “Small manufacturers don’t 
think beyond their sales. 
They don’t bother about 
where these bottles end up 

and how they perhaps could 
be used,” she said. Acid at-
tacks are “vile” and top the 
list of heinous crimes, she 
added.
  In India, 349 acid attacks 
were reported in 2014, up 
from 116 in 2013 and 106 in 
2012, according to research 
by the charity Acid Survivors 
Foundation India (ASFI). 
Despite a law making acid 
violence a separate offence 
with a minimum penalty of 
10 years in jail, and a Su-
preme Court ruling on the 
regulation and sale of dan-
gerous chemicals, acids are 
still bought and sold without 
the required licences.
  Locally produced house-
hold cleaners, which con-
tain highly concentrated 
acids, are cheap and plenti-
ful in markets, said Kuma-
ramangalam, speaking at 
the launch of a new book by 
ASFI to help those caring for 
victims.
  Anu Mukherjee, who had 
acid thrown over her by a 
jealous female colleague, 
said it pained her to find acid 
still available in her local 
market and added that ven-
dors did not know that buy-
ers need a licence to buy it. 
Mukherjee, 35, told partici-
pants the government need-
ed to enforce laws on acid 
purchase, speed up lengthy 
trials and ensure strict pun-
ishment for attackers and 
adequate rehabilitation for 
victims.
  “My whole life has been 
ruined by the attack. My 
dreams were shattered,” said 
Mukherjee, who was a danc-
er before the attack on her in 
2004 left her disfigured and 
blind. “Women like me are 
made to feel ashamed and 
do not go out as people stare 
at us or pity us. We want jobs 
and help to rebuild our lives 
so we can be like everyone 
else.”

Women’s leader:



28 THE DAILY HERALD, Wednesday, June 3, 2015International

BEIJING--A group of 
families demanding justice 
for victims of China’s 1989 
Tiananmen Square crack-
down declared that the 
government must bear re-
sponsibility for “historical 
crimes” in the same way it 
has called on Japan to do so 
for its wartime past.

  The Tiananmen Moth-
ers activist group has long 
urged the leadership to 
open a dialogue and reas-
sess the 1989 pro-democ-
racy movement, violently 
suppressed on June 4 that 
year by the government 
which labelled it “counter-
revolutionary”.

  In an open letter released 
on Monday through New 
York-based Human Rights 
in China, the group cited 
Premier Li Keqiang’s re-
marks on Japan’s failure 
to reflect on its past. Sino-
Japan relations have long 
been poisoned by what Chi-
na sees as Japan’s failure to 

atone for its occupation of 
parts of the country before 
and during the war. Li said 
in March that “the leaders 
of a state not only inherit 
their predecessors’ suc-
cesses, but should also bear 
historical responsibility for 
their predecessors’ crimes.”
  “By the same logic, 
shouldn’t today’s Chinese 
leaders bear responsibil-
ity for the series of crimes 
- manmade famine and 
slaughter - perpetrated in 
their own country by Chi-
na’s leaders at the time: 
Mao Zedong and Deng 
Xiaoping?” the group said.
  It asked when China would 

commemorate the deaths 
of people during a 1958-
1961 famine, the 1966-1976 
Cultural Revolution and 
the Tiananmen crackdown, 
saying leaders “cannot im-
pose a forced amnesia.”
  Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying said 
China had long ago reached 
a clear conclusion about 
the political turmoil of the 
1980s. “The more than 30 
years of the great achieve-
ments brought about by 
China’s reform and open-
ing up have proven that the 
path of development that 
China has chosen is com-
pletely right,” she told a 

daily news briefing.
  One of the more promi-
nent members of the Ti-
ananmen Mothers group, 
Zhang Xianling, said they 
were also inspired by Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s remarks 
last month to Japanese of-
ficials that “the crime of 
aggression committed by 
Japanese militarism cannot 
be concealed.”
  “So we think that the 
crime of murder is also not 
easy to cover up,” Zhang, 
77, told Reuters by tele-
phone. “Your killing of 
people in China was even 
more brutal than what hap-
pened during the war.”
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A Myanmar military officer gestures from a boat packed with migrants off Leik Island in the 
Andaman Sea, on Sunday.

TAIPEI/MANILA--Coast-
guard ships from Taiwan 
and the Philippines con-
fronted each other in rich 
fishing waters south of 
Taiwan last week, officials 
from the two sides said, in 
an incident that comes as 
they are working on a pact 
to resolve maritime dis-
putes.
  In 2013, Taiwan recalled 
its envoy to the Philippines, 
froze work permit applica-
tions and ordered military 
exercises in waters between 
the two sides to press for 
an apology for the shooting 
death of a Taiwan fisher-
man in waters where their 
exclusive economic zones 

overlap.
  Last week, a Taiwan coast-
guard patrol vessel moved 
in “at full speed” to protect 
a Taiwan fishing boat and 
escort it back to safe waters 
after it had been challenged 
by a Philippine coastguard 
vessel, the Taiwan force 
said in a statement. A Phil-
ippines navy official con-
firmed the incident and 
said the Philippine coast-
guard vessel stopped chas-
ing the Taiwan fishing boat 
when the large Taiwan ves-
sel appeared.
  The neighbours have 
worked to mend relations 
strained by the 2013 killing 
of the Taiwan fisherman by 

the Philippine coastguard. 
They are trying to work out 
a pact that will formalise 
how to resolve fishing dis-
putes, including a commit-
ment not to use force, and 
procedures on the deten-
tion and release of any fish-
ing vessels or fishermen.
  Taiwan navy officials were 
not available for comment. 
Taiwan tends to use its 
coastguard to protect its 
maritime interests, and its 
navy maintains a low pro-
file, particularly around 
waters where sovereignty is 
disputed. Taiwan does not 
have diplomatic ties with 
most countries which in-
stead recognise China.

YANGON--Myanmar said a 
boat crammed with 727 mi-
grants that it has kept strand-
ed at sea for days was now 
being escorted to a “safe” 
area for identity checks and 
the United States said it be-
lieved those aboard would be 
allowed ashore in Myanmar 
this week.
  “The operation is starting. 
They will be taken to a safe 
destination,” Myanmar In-
formation Minister Ye Htut 
told Reuters by telephone, 
adding that the migrants had 
been provided with food and 
water. He would not disclose 
that location due to “security 
and safety concerns”.
  Earlier, Ye Htut had said 
Myanmar’s navy was tak-
ing the converted fishing 
boat to Bangladeshi waters, 
prompting its neighbour to 
underline that it would take 
back only those who were 
genuinely its citizens, but he 
later clarified his remarks to 
say the verification process 

would take place first.
  A spokeswoman for the U.S. 
State Department said she 
believed the Myanmar gov-
ernment had decided to allow 
the migrants to disembark in 
Myanmar on Wednesday or 
Thursday, something Wash-
ington welcomed. “We urge 
(Myanmar) to provide full 
protection and assistance to 
these migrants in coordina-
tion with UNHCR and IOM, 
Marie Harf said, referring to 
the U.N. refugee agency and 
the International Organisa-
tion for Migration.
  The 727 migrants are the 
among an estimated 2,000 
people, mostly Rohingya 
Muslims from Myanmar and 
Bangladeshis, that could still 
be at sea after being aban-
doned by people-smuggling 
gangs since a crackdown 
started last month in Thai-
land, the U.N. said. The mi-
grants were found drifting in 
the Andaman Sea on Friday 
in an overloaded fishing boat 

that was taking on water.
  Chris Lewa, whose Arakan 
Project tracks the move-
ment of Rohingya boats, 
said the migrants should be 
put ashore immediately and 
the United Nations should 
have access to them to pro-
vide assistance and identify 
who they are. IOM spokes-
man Leonard Doyle told a 
news briefing in Geneva the 
organisation was concerned 
the boat might be taken to 
Bangladeshi waters and was 
worried about migrants “not 
being given due places to 
land and continuing to suffer 
while they are aboard these 
vessels.”
  Myanmar’s government ini-
tially labelled the migrants 
on the overloaded boat 
“Bengalis”, a term it applies 
to both Bangladeshis and 
Rohingyas, a mostly stateless 
Muslim minority of about 1.1 
million living in apartheid-
like conditions in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state.

BUJUMBURA--Pol ice 
fired on protesters who 
took to the streets of Bu-
rundi’s capital on Tuesday 
in renewed protests against 
President Pierre Nkurun-
ziza’s decision to run for 
a third term in office, wit-
nesses said.
  Protesters said they were 
angry that a weekend sum-
mit of African leaders had 
not urged Nkurunziza to 
halt his bid but only urged 
a delay in elections.
  Witnesses in Cibitoke and 
Musaga, two volatile dis-
tricts of Bujumbura, said 
the police shot at protest-
ers in the morning. One 
demonstrator in Musaga 
was wounded in the clashes 
and four others arrested, 
witnesses said. Police have 
routinely denied shooting 
any protesters, who have 
often burned tyres and 
hurled rocks at security 
forces during several weeks 
of unrest.
  Opponents of the presi-
dent say he is violating 
the constitution by run-
ning, while supporters say 
a constitutional court rul-
ing allows him to enter the 
race again. The crisis is the 

worst since the end of an 
ethnically fuelled civil war 
in 2005.
  Presidential spokesman 
Gervais Abayeho said on 
Monday the government 
was receptive to the idea 
of shifting the poll, as re-
quested by regional lead-
ers meeting in Dar es Sa-
laam on Sunday. “The Dar 
es Salaam summit was a 
failure because the issue 
that forced people on the 
streets is the third term of 
Nkurunziza,” said Claver, 
a protester in Musaga who 
declined to give his full 
name for fear of govern-
ment reprisals.
  Diplomats have said the 
longer unrest continues 
the more chance old ethnic 
wounds are reopened. The 
civil war pitted the army, 
which was then led by the 
Tutsi minority, against ma-
jority Hutu rebel groups, 
including one led by Nku-
runziza. The violence has 
rattled a region with a his-
tory of ethnic conflict.
  The government has called 
the protests, which erupted 
on April 26, an insurrection 
and detained scores of peo-
ple. Civil society activists 

say at least 30 people have 
been killed in the unrest.
  Parliamentary and lo-
cal council elections have 
already been delayed by 
more than a week to June 
5, although experts say it 
will be difficult to meet that 
deadline now. A presiden-
tial poll is set for June 26 
and a senate vote for July 
17.
  The East African Commu-
nity - comprising Rwanda, 
Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda 
and Burundi - joined by 
South Africa’s President 
Jacob Zuma called for a de-
lay of “at least” month and 
a half for “the elections”, 
without giving specifics. 
The opposition has called 
for a delayed and says it 
will boycott the June 5 poll. 
Some opposition politicians 
say the votes should still be 
held before the president’s 
current term runs out on 
Aug. 26.
  The European Union and 
Burundi’s influential Ro-
man Catholic Church last 
week pulled out from ob-
serving elections, saying the 
vote cannot be fair because 
of unrest and a crackdown 
on media.
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South Korea has confirmed the first two deaths from Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome as it fights to contain the spread of the virus
that has killed hundreds of people, mainly in Saudi Arabia
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An aerial view shows rescue workers searching on the sunken ship at Jianli section of Yang-
tze River, Hubei province, China, on Tuesday.

JIANLI, China--More than 
200 divers combed a cap-
sized Chinese ship in the 
Yangtze River on Wednes-
day looking for more than 
400 missing people, many 
of them elderly Chinese 
tourists, as Premier Li Keq-
iang called for a transpar-
ent investigation.
  Only seven bodies have 
been recovered so far and 
14 people found alive. 
Among the few rescued 
was an elderly woman who 
had been trapped in an air 
pocket in the ship, which 
capsized during a freak tor-
nado on Monday night.
  The disaster could be Chi-
na’s worst shipping acci-
dent in nearly 70 years and 
possibly the worst in East 
Asia since a ferry sinking in 
South Korea in April 2014 
killed 304 people, most of 
them children on a school 
trip. State television car-
ried pictures of rescuers, 

some standing on the ship’s 
upturned hull, working 
through the night.
  Premier Li, who rushed to 
the scene to oversee rescue 
efforts, called for “regular 
and transparent updates” 

on the rescue and investi-
gation, and said authorities 
must ensure adequate per-
sonnel and funding.
  Relatives, angry at what 
they perceive as a lack of 
information, have scuffl ed 

with offi cials in Shanghai. 
All of the passengers on 
board had booked their 
trips through a Shanghai-
based travel agency.
  A passenger manifest car-
ried by state media showed 

those on board the East-
ern Star ranged in age 
from three to more than 
80. There were 456 people 
on board when the ship 
capsized. China’s weather 
bureau said a tornado had 
buffeted the area where the 
ship was cruising, a freak 
occurrence in a country 
where twisters can happen 
but are uncommon.
  The ship’s captain and the 
chief engineer, who were 
among the few to be res-
cued, have been detained 
by police for question-
ing. An initial investiga-
tion found the ship was 
not overloaded and had 
enough life vests for its pas-
sengers.
  The ship overturned 
“within one or two min-
utes”, Xinhua news agency 
quoted the captain as say-
ing. He was dragged out of 
the water near a pier just 
before midnight on Mon-

day.
  The Eastern Star, which 
had the capacity to carry 
more than 500 people, was 
heading to the southwest-
ern city of Chongqing from 
Nanjing, capital of Jiangsu 
province. It sank in the Ji-
anli section of the Yangtze.
  Accidents of this magni-
tude are uncommon in Chi-
na, where major rivers are 
used for tours and cruises. 
A tug sank on the Yangtze 
while undergoing sea trials 
in January, killing 22 of the 
25 people on board.
  In the worst previous in-
cident of its kind in China, 
the steamship Kiangya 
blew up on the Huangpu 
river in 1948, killing more 
than 1,000 people.
  The Eastern Star is owned 
by the Chongqing East-
ern Shipping Corporation, 
which runs tours along the 
Three Gorges section of 
the Yangtze.

SEOUL--Fear and con-
fusion mounted in South 
Korea over news of the 
fi rst two deaths from an 
outbreak of Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome 
and the government’s de-
cision not to name hos-
pitals treating infected 
patients.
  Shoppers snapped-up 
face masks and hand 
sanitizers, and Samsung 
Electronics instituted 
twice-daily temperature 
checks of staff and said it 
would refrain from hold-
ing large-scale events.
  Life on Seoul’s bustling 
streets, however, seemed 
as normal on Tuesday - a 
far cry from the empty 
sidewalks seen in Asian 
cities such as Hong Kong 
during the deadly 2003 
outbreak of Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS). Some people 
donned masks, and a hos-
pital offi cial said many 
patients had cancelled 
appointments apparently 
out of fear of being ex-
posed to the respiratory 
illness.
  A public health expert 
said it was time to do 
away with the Korean 
tradition of groups casu-
ally visiting acquaintanc-
es in hospital, even when 
the patient may be recov-
ering from an illness that 

was infectious. “It may be 
the obligatory thing to go 
and comfort your family 
or friend, but that person 
has to rest ... and in the 
current situation we’ve 
had cases where they 
were exposed while visit-
ing hospitals,” said Kim 
Woo-joo, head of the Ko-
rean Society of Infectious 
Diseases.
  National health offi -
cials have not identifi ed 
the hospitals where pa-
tients are being treated, 
although local offi cials in 
Gyeonggi province sur-
rounding Seoul said one 
of the patients had died 
there. More than 700 
people are in isolation 
over concerns of infec-
tion, including about 100 
who are in hospitals.
  Even as public health au-
thorities insisted repeat-
edly that it was “helpful” 
to keep the identity of the 
hospitals from the pub-
lic, a list of the hospitals 
was quickly spreading 
on social media, espe-
cially among parents of 
young children. “There 
is a tendency to be hush 
hush too much, which is 
creating fear and mak-
ing people nervous about 
going to a hospital where 
there was a case,” said 
Shin So-young, a 38-year-
old Seoul resident.

  One social media ru-
mour said a patient was 
being treated on the 
fi fth fl oor of a hospital: 
“Make sure to tell your 
friends and relatives not 
to go there, no matter 
how urgent,” it said.
  The government threat-
ened to crack down on 
the spreading of false ru-
mours. South Korea con-
fi rmed 25 MERS cases as 
of Tuesday, including the 
fi rst two weeks ago in a 
68-year-old man who had 
returned from Bahrain 
and developed symptoms 
including a high fever.
  Health authorities have 
been criticised for failing 
to stop the fi rst patient 
from infecting others. 

YANGON--A Myanmar 
court sentenced a writer to 
two years in jail and hard la-
bour on Tuesday for insulting 
Buddhism, his lawyer said, a 
verdict derided by activists as 
a blow to free speech and re-
ligious tolerance.
  Htin Lin Oo, a former of-
fi cial with Nobel laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy par-
ty, was found guilty by the 
court in Myanmar’s north-
ern Sagaing region for com-
ments made in a speech he 

said was intended to discour-
age Buddhist extremism.
  “Htin Lin Oo criticized 
Buddhist monks who had 
given hate speeches,” lawyer 
Thein Than Oo told Reuters.
  The transition by Myan-
mar, once known as Burma, 
to democracy four years ago 
has seen the emergence of a 
kind of Buddhist nationalism 
rarely seen under the mili-
tary’s fi ve decades of strict 
rule. Long simmering ten-
sion between the Buddhist 
majority and its minority 

Muslims has surfaced with 
the lifting of bans on protests 
and easing of censorship and 
has at times spiralled into 
rioting and deadly religious 
violence. Muslims have been 
worst hit.
  The lawyer said he feared 
his client’s previous involve-
ment with the opposition 
party had raised the profi le 
of the case, of which the de-
cision would be appealled. 
Thein Than Oo said a 
10-minute video segment of 
his client’s two-hour speech 

that circulated online in 
October last year was pur-
posefully misinterpreted by 
extremists.
  The verdict was condemned 
by rights groups for sending 
the wrong message. Myan-
mar’s government “should 
be encouraging writers like 
Htin Lin Oo to promote 
interfaith tolerance in the 
country, rather than sending 
him to jail,” Wai Hnin of the 
Burma Campaign UK said 
in a statement.
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An assembly line with 2014 Ram 1500 pickup trucks is seen at the Warren Truck Plant in War-
ren, Michigan, in this file photo taken September 25, 2014.

A man walks past a logo of HSBC outside a branch at the financial Central district in Hong 
Kong, China on Tuesday.

LONDON/HONG KONG-
- HSBC Holdings Plc could 
announce thousands of job 
cuts at a strategy day next 
week, Sky News reported 
on Monday, part of chief 
executive Stuart Gulliver’s 
overhaul of Europe’s big-
gest bank.
  The plan could also see 
Gulliver sell operations in 
Brazil and Turkey and take 
a knife to HSBC’s invest-
ment bank.
  An estimated 10,000 to 
20,000 jobs will be axed, 
Sky News said, citing un-
identified sources. The 
number has not yet been fi-

nalised and Gulliver will lay 
out the plans at an investor 
presentation on June 9, the 
broadcaster said. HSBC 
declined to comment on 
the Sky report.
  It was unclear how many 
of those cuts would come 
from moves already an-
nounced by the lender. 
Gulliver was appointed 
CEO in 2011 and has axed 
more than 50,000 jobs at 
the bank as part of a re-
structuring. However, he 
has come under pressure 
from shareholders to do 
more to revive the bank’s 
flagging fortunes.

  Jim Antos, analyst at 
Mizuho Securities Asia, 
told Reuters TV that more 
job cuts may not be enough 
to appease investors. “The 
share price has been dead 
for several years now. What 
the market is looking for is 
something pretty substan-
tial like a new strategy, a 
new theme,” he said in an 
interview with Reuters TV 
in Hong Kong on Tuesday.
  “They’ve had tens of thou-
sands of job cuts already 
and it’s not been the answer 
so far. It’s repeating the 
same pattern,” Antos said.

MOSCOW--The interna-
tional auction house Sothe-
by’s withdrew from auction 
on Tuesday a painting by a 
famous Russian artist that 
Russia’s Interior Ministry 
said last week had been sto-
len in 1997 from a private 
collection in Moscow.
  The auction house said 
“Evening in Cairo” by Ivan 
Aivazovsky had been with-
drawn from the London 
sale at the request of the 
consignor, or seller.
  The Russian Interior Min-
istry, which had asked that 
British police block the 
auction, said in a statement 
on Tuesday the painting 
had been withdrawn “with 
the aim of resolving ques-
tions connected with com-
pensation of the victim.” 
The decision, it said, had 
been agreed by all inter-
ested parties.
  Sotheby’s said last week it 
had found no record of the 
painting in the databases of 
stolen art and would pro-
ceed with the sale on June 
2, with the agreement of 
the consignor and the fam-
ily which said it had been 
stolen. It was not clear why 
there had been an apparent 
change of mind.
  In an emailed statement 
on Tuesday, Sotheby’s said: 
“Ivan Aivazovsky’s Evening 
in Cairo, Lot 23, in So-
theby’s 2 June 2015 Sale of 
Russian Pictures has been 
withdrawn at the request of 
the consignor.”

SHANGHAI--China’s eco-
nomic growth, already at its 
slowest in decades, will get 
worse before it gets better, 
as economists say it will take 
time before liberalising re-
forms turn net positive, and 
Beijing needs to bite more 
such bullets for a sustainable 
turnaround.
  GDP growth slowed to 7.4 
percent last year, its weak-
est since 1990, and Beijing is 
calling for around 7 percent 
growth in 2015. The IMF re-
cently predicted 6.8 percent 
growth this year, and 6.25 
percent in 2016.
  That’s still a ripping rate 
for a $10 trillion economy, 
so few economists believe a 
crisis is imminent, but even 
fewer believe an upturn is 
around the corner, as reform 
itself is partly responsible for 
the slowdown.
  “For this year, unfortunate-
ly, we have not seen the bot-
tom,” said Wang Jun, econo-
mist at the China Center 
for International Economic 
Exchanges, a think-tank set 
up to help Beijing navigate 
choppy waters after the glob-
al financial crisis. “Growth 
should stabilise, but it’s hard 
to judge for next year be-
cause that depends on the 
progress that we make in 
structural adjustments.”
  Though Beijing has repeat-
edly cut interest rates and 
freed banks to lend more, 
that has done more to fuel 

debt-funded stock market 
speculation than spur pro-
ductive investment. The re-
silience of the stock market 
surge is in part a recognition 
that government will have 
to keep injecting fresh cash, 
since nearly every indicator 
of economic performance 
has been lacklustre or worse 
in 2015, with manufacturing 
output sliding, deflationary 
pressure rising, and demand 
weak both at home and 
abroad.
  Unemployment, a key 
benchmark of social stability, 
remains low at around 4 per-
cent, but even officials doubt 
the reliability of that figure. 
Private surveys show rising 
unemployment stress, and 
local governments are mov-
ing to protect jobs at state-
owned enterprises.
  Officially, non-performing 
loans remain manageable at 
below 2 percent, but most 
analysts believe real rates 
are far higher, since many 
firms and local governments 
tapped the opaque shadow 
banking market.
  On Saturday state media 
published comments by a 
state think-tank economist 
predicting recovery would be 
“L-shaped”, not V-shaped, 
and even that would be in 
doubt once the impact of re-
cent monetary easing wears 
off. Sustainable recovery, he 
said, needs deeper reform.

DETROIT--Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles in the past year 
has delayed the redesign or 
release of at least a dozen 
current or new vehicles in 
North America, according 
to suppliers familiar with the 
company’s plans. The unusu-
al number of delays could let 
the automaker defer billions 
of dollars in investment while 
searching for a partner.
  FCA Chief Executive Ser-
gio Marchionne is shuf-
fling product plans even as 
he seeks a partner for his 
company, the seventh larg-
est global automaker. Mar-
chionne says consolidation 
in the auto industry is inevi-
table, because automakers 
are burning capital investing 
in overlapping engines and 
vehicles.
  Among the North American 
vehicles FCA has delayed up-
dating are high-margin mod-

els including the Ram 1500 
pickup and the Jeep Wran-
gler utility vehicle, according 
to five people familiar with 
the company’s plans. Sales of 
pick-ups and utility vehicles 
account for more than half of 
FCA’s pre-tax profit, accord-
ing to industry analysts.
  At the same time, FCA is 
accelerating development 
of certain vehicles. The Alfa 
Romeo brand may be get-
ting more models on a fast-
er schedule than originally 
planned, suppliers told Re-
uters.
  FCA made its future model 
plans the centerpiece of a 
five-year, $50 billion plan 
that Marchionne outlined 
to investors in May 2014, 
including boosting annual 
global sales to 7 million by 
2018 from 4.75 million last 
year. Since Marchionne 
came out with his plan, at 
least 12 future vehicle pro-
grams have been delayed at 
Jeep, Ram, Dodge, Chrysler 
and Maserati, in some cases 

by a year or more, suppliers 
said.
  Suppliers cited several pos-
sible reasons for the delays, 
among them last-minute de-
sign and engineering chang-
es, including some that could 
reduce FCA’s overall invest-
ment. FCA’s cash and mar-
ketable securities fell by 1.1 
billion euros ($1.2 billion) 
between Dec. 31, 2014, and 
March 31, while its net debt 
rose to 8.6 billion euros from 
7.7 billion euros.
  FCA declined to comment 
on specific delays. The prod-
uct plan outlined to inves-
tors in 2014 was “a five-year 
snapshot of our plans,” the 
company said in a statement 
to Reuters.
  “Those plans need to be 
flexible and fluid, with the 
potential to add some ve-
hicles, pull some forward and 
extend the life cycle of oth-
ers,” the company said. “We 
look at these programs on a 
vehicle-by-vehicle basis.”
  The automaker appears 

to be focusing its resources 
on updating its most profit-
able vehicles, including the 
Ram, the Wrangler and the 
Jeep Grand Cherokee, while 
pushing back planned rede-
signs of such slower-selling, 
lower-margin models as the 
Dodge Dart. However, re-
designs of some of the com-
pany’s most popular models 
are being slowed, suppliers 
said. The redesigned Ram 
1500 pickup now has moved 

from mid-2017 to November 
2017, they said.
  The introduction of the re-
designed Jeep Wrangler is 
now slated for July 2017, sup-
pliers told Reuters. FCA said 
a year ago it planned to begin 
production of a redesigned 
Wrangler in early 2017. Mar-
chionne said two weeks ago 
that he hasn’t yet decided 
where the new Wrangler will 
be built. The vehicle is cur-
rently assembled in Toledo, 
Ohio.
  Marchionne also said that a 

redesign of the Grand Cher-
okee, one of the company’s 
most profitable models, has 
been delayed for an unspeci-
fied period of time so engi-
neers could take “a complete 
re-look” at the vehicle’s basic 
underpinnings. That archi-
tecture will be shared with 
a larger and pricier deriva-
tive called Grand Wagoneer 
that’s intended to compete 
with luxury utility vehicles 
such as the Range Rover, he 
said.
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(1)Ford E350, 15 seater passen-
ger van, year 2007. In very good 
condition. Price $12,000. Call:524-
5670.

1997 Peterbilt Dump Truck, en-
gine Detroit diesel, 475HP, 15 
speeds under drive gear box 
Fuller, ratio 583. Price $35,000. 
Tel:(1721)520-8922 or 522-4464.

Runner 
Limited 100k miles imported 
from Miami 1 year ago. 
Leather V8 sunroof, remote 
less key entry, excellent 
sound system and cold  A/C. 
$11,995. O.B.O. Call:553-
0814 or 559-6706. 

2007 Hyundai Accent, white  
good condition. Alarm, keyless 
entry, ice cold A/C, power window 
+ door, DVD player, Bluetooth 
handsfree, low mileage. Inspec-
tion valid till 2016. Price negotiable. 
$5,950. Call:553-5894/581-0191.

2007 Nissan Frontier pickup 
truck, red, 4x4, diesel, asking price 
$14K, negotiable. Call:520-1444.

2007 Volkswagen Golf, 4 doors, 
low mileage, no scratches, in good 
condition. Price $8,000. Serious in-
quiries only.  Call:587-9656.

2008 Limited Ford Edge, White 
Sand. Leather seats, sits 5 passen-
gers comfortably,  good condition, 
only 43000 miles, well maintained, 
inspection until 2016. Priced to sell 
US$12,800. Serious inquiries only. 
Call:(1721)554-4170.

2008 Toyota Rav4 2door, Royal 
blue, automatic, 4 wheel drive. 
SUV in immaculate condition. 
Taken cared like a child & is ready 
for it’s new owner. Asking $6,000. 
Serious... Call:587-3272.

4WD, grey, good condition, 
French inspection valid  8-1-
16.Full service and detailed 
cleaning recently done. Only 
$8,900. Call:554-7452.

2011 Hyundai Getz,  cold A/C, au-
tomatic, power locks, power win-
dows, white color, CD player, new 
tires, drives and looks like a brand 
new car. Call:523-3546.

2013 Hyundai Tucson, white, 
very low mileage, automatic, 4 
wheel drive, excellent condition. 

Call:559-8814.

model, perfect mechanical 
condition, very good overall. 
Recent $2000 service. 
20,000 miles. Call:  +590-
590-875847. Visible Marigot.  

Nissan Almeda, white, only 
45.000 miles in excellent condition, 
automatic, power windows, leather, 
DVD and much more! Only $9,950. 
Call:526-7816.

2005, very low 
mileage new roof, 2007 good 
tires everything power auto-
matic cold a/c runs well. 
$5,950 or best offer. Call: 
523-5451 or 523-1841

Grand 
Cherokee 2006. 50.000 on 
clock, good condition. Fully 
loaded 6.1L hemi engine 
425HP. $21.950. Way below 
Kelly blue book market value. 
C a l l : 5 2 4 - 5 1 3 4 .
tenontour@hotmail.com

Suzuki Vitara, manual, silver, 
2006, airco, power windows, CD 
player, only $4,500. Call:526-7816.

40 ft. Container windows already 
cut out. Location Wesley Lane Cole 
Bay. Price $2,500. Call:581-8512.

School For Sale:x30 soft 
boards for coaching, x30 
rental boards for hire, X1 
15 seater mini-bus, and 
w w w. c o c o n u t r e e f s u r f -
school.com website. Only 
$3500 o.n.o. For quick sale. 
Call:588-5926.

sale $250. 
Also swinging egg chair $95, 
leather and wood sofa $165, 
and solid oak shelf unit $250. 
Call:588-5926.

warehouse, houses, apart-
ments 1-5 bedrooms. 
Commercial /Resident ial . 
Business with N.V. licenses 
(Corporation). Call:Euro 
Caribbean Linkup N.V. 
(E.C.L.) Leopold J. Gumbs 
O w n e r / D i r e c t o r
Tel:1(721)522-6513/550-
1952. Email:eclnv@ 
caribserve.net or 
www.eclsxm.com

 sale, modern 
1 bedroom apartment 
$140,000 great investment 
and ready to rent fully fur-
nished. Guana Bay road 
walking distance of 
P h i l i p s b u r g .
vvunits4@gmail.com Call: 
586-4567/520-5200 for 
more info.

Ocean view lot Indigo Bay, 24h gat-
ed, 1200m2 perfect view $195,000.  
37 meter wide, 95 meters altitude 
plenty space to design your dream 
house. Visit:www.wiseland.net/59b    
Call:(+1721)581-3242.

Now! 
Beautiful 3300 sq.m. building 
site at 700ft. elev. 180 views 
to St.Maarten/St.Barts, 
$15,000. Bonus paid to any 
agent with buyer. Ref.:P&P 
Lands. Email 
Sabapremiereproperties.com

St.Johns Estate:Fantastic, rare 
opportunity. Luxury villa aggres-
sively reduced! 4bedroom /3.5bath, 
2 car  garage, pool, foyer, maid’s 
quarter, 2 living rooms, genera-
tor room, laundry, pantry, remote 
gate, 8 parkings, freehold. Call:1-
721/522-5131.

has 
stock. Heels and ballerina’s
From sizes 10 to 13 in regu-
lar, wide width and much 
more. Visit our location 
today.Call:1-721-586-6299.
Visit :www.facebook.com/
shoesolution.sxm

(1) 3 bedroom apartment, nice 
comfortable, 2 baths + jacuzzi. Well 
secured. Mountain valley, ocean 
views. Electricity included. Call:554-
6409/527-2436.

(1)2 bedroom/1 bathroom  unfur-
nished apartment in Oyster Pond 
Estates, quiet neighborhood with 
spacious rooms with A/C and roll-
ing system shutters. Price $1,000 
& 1 month deposit. Available im-
mediately     Call:520-5074.

at Sea Breeze 
Hotel, $650 monthly, room 
service included. $500 with-
out air condition. Call:542-
6055 or 542-6056.   Email 
seabreezehotel@aol.com.

1 bedroom, 1 bathroom apart-
ment in South Reward. Quiet 
neighborhood, with A/C and laun-
dry room. Price $625 and 1 month 
deposit. Available on July 1st 2015. 
Call:554-1003.

1 spacious bedroom apartment 
for rent. Concrete roof, shutters, 

air condition, porch, fridge, sofa, 
located in   Cole Bay for $750, one 
month deposit, utilities not included. 
Call:526-6838 or 524-5362.

2 bedroom, 1 bath apartment. Pri-
vate parking. Sucker Garden road. 
$800. Call:587-3239.

2 bedroom/1 bath apartment,  un-
furnished, in a very quiet resdential 
area in South Reward. $750 month-
ly. Available now.  Call:520-8052.

rent Back 
Street #116.  Price $2,500, 2 
months deposit and 1 month 
rent. For more information 
call:581-9599.

4 bedroom, 2.5 bath house for 
rent, Paradise Island Road #27, 
Madame Estate. Air conditioned 
$1,500 per month. Tel:581-9599.

Almond Grove:Spacious open liv-
ing area, 2500 sq.ft, gourmet kitchen, 
2 bedroom/2 bath, beautiful ocean 
view from covered terrace. Airco, 
full laundry, 24/7 security, hurricane 
shutters, generator, $2,500/month. 
Call:(721)523-0910, palmvillasbc@
yahoo.com

Back Street:Apartment for rent 2 
bedroom, 2 bathroom next to Su-
per Plaza Building. $950 per month. 
Contact Jai 527-2782.

Cole Bay:Million Dollar View of the 
Lagoon, Airport and ocean. 2 bed-
room apartment fully furnished, air 
conditioned, washer & dryer and hur-
ricane shutter. $1,300. Call:520-1641 
or 523-5063.

Cupecoy:Cote d’ Azur, on the 
first floor, ideal for a student. One 
bedroom/studio apartment, with 
terrasse and view of the lagoon. 
US$1,000.  Please call:587-2205.

Cupecoy:Walking distance to 
AUC, in a quiet gated small com-
munity. Ideal for a student. One 
bedroom/studio apartment for rent 
on the ground floor with patio. No 
pets allowed. US$1,100. Call:587-
2205.

Dawn Beach Estate:2 bedrooms 
(airco), 2 bathrooms house.  Fridge, 
stove, washing machine. Nice back-
yard, gardener included, porch/deck, 
shutters/security bars, own parking 
driveway. Nice view. $1,700 p/m, 1 
month deposit. Call:586-6639 

Dawn Beach Estate:One bedroom 
fully-furnished, private entrance, 
washer/dryer,  gated community, 24 
hours security, ADT alarm, great view. 
Excluding utilities $975 monthly, $600/
weekly  including utilities. Available 
now. Call:520-0102/523-4154. 

Dawn Beach Estate:One bedroom 
fully-furnished, private entrance, 
washer/dryer, cable TV, gated com-
munity, 24 hours security, ADT 
alarm, great view. Excluding utilities 
$975 monthly, $600/weekly  includ-
ing utilities. Available now. Call:520-
0102/523-4154. 

Bay:Studio fully furnished, 
washer & dryer, pet friendly, 
parking, deck with yard. 
USD$750 per month. 
Call:588-2150.

Ebenezer:3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
semifurnished or unfurnished spa-
cious home for rent. Fully aircondi-
tioned including 2 parking space. 1 
month deposit required. Call:523-
4501 or 553-6870.

owner. Studio 
apartments, furnished , great 
view, walking distance to 
philipsburg, Price $650 p/m. 
Sandpiper Point Blanch 
across from the Harbor. for 
more information call:520-
5200/586-4567. 

For Rent:South Reward, new 1 
bedroom/1 bath, granite counters, 
covered enclosed porch, ceiling 
fans, parking, gated, $675. 2 bed-
room/1 bath, wood floors, vaulted 
ceilings, double closets $850. 
Call:522-5838.

store  in Sea Palace 
Building. 1000 sq. feet. 
$2,000 per month. Contact 
Jai 527-2782.

Guana Bay:Furnished two bed-
rooms, one bathroom apartment, 
gated yard, own parking. Large 
porch, short walk to the beach. 
$1,350 excluding utilities, only long 
term, sorry no pets.  Call:587-5547. 

bed-
room/1½ bath, 2 level unit in 
Amsterdam Shopping 
Center conveniently located 
near Philipsburg, Cable TV 
and other shopping areas. 
USD$750 p/m. Call:542-
5103 or email:krebbers-
sxm@caribserve.net

space for rent in Amsterdam 
Shopping Center great loca-
tion for any small business, 
spacious parking and min-
utes from Philipsburg for 
USD$650 p/m. Call:542-
5103 or email:krebbers-
sxm@caribserve.net

Maho:Blue Marine, studio fur-
nished, private sun deck, TV in-
cluded, $1,295 per month, 1 year 
lease. Call:524-3703.

Maho:La Terrasse, one bedroom 
terrace fully furnished, 24/7 secu-
rity, parking, pool, ocean, beach, 
walk to restaurants and shopping. 
Immediate occupancy thru Octo-
ber 31st. $1,250/monthly includes 
A/C and cable TV. Call:1-631-495-
5118.

Mary Fancy 1 furnished studio 
apartment  $500. For more informa-
tion. Call:527-0252 or 542-4647.

Must see (2) 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
apartments for rent located Mount 
William Hill. Available as of June 1st, 
2015. Please contact:526-0980.

Only $950/month, 1 bedroom, 
living, kitchen, 1 car space. Quiet, 
guarded at Point Pirouette. Also 
2 bedroom plus pool $1,800/
month. Email sxmvilla204@gmail.
com. USA 1-719-422-1880 or 
(1721)524-5361.

Pelican Billy Folly Road:Beautiful 
furnished condo 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
ocean view balcony. Kitchen and 
bathroom upgraded. Long term 
rental $1,550 per month excluding 
utilities. Contact:bking1940@hot-
mail.com

Pelican Key for rent. Large one 
bedroom apartment, fully equipped, 
common pool and tropical garden. 
Available June 1st. $1,100 included 
water. No pets allowed. Please 
call:587-2205.

Pelican Key for rent:Long lease, 
nice clean one bedroom apartment 
with parking, common pool and 
tropical garden. US$1,350 included 
water. No pets allowed. Please 
call:587-2205.

Pelican weekly rental. Studio 
fully equipped with Wi-Fi, A/C, 
T.V, linens, kitchenette, pool, park-
ing. In a beautiful residential area  
close to the beach, restaurants, 
market. $450/weekly, monthly 
negotiable. Call:(721)523-9931,                   
ranchinthesky@caribserve.net

on the Pondfill, on top of Carl 
& Sons. 3 large rooms, 
$1,000. Call:522-6513/550-
1952. Euro Caribbean 
Linkup N.V. (E.C.L.) Leopold 
J. Gumbs Owner/Director 
Tel:1(721)522-6513/550-
1952. Email:eclnv@car-
ibserve.net or 
www.eclsxm.com

new 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom oceanfront 
apartments. Available July 
1st. Furnished and unfur-
nished. Amenities include 
pool, elevator and standby 
generator. Call:586-0661.

Pointe Blanche:Furnished stu-
dio for single person, airco/water 
included, ample parking space, 
scenic view. Walking distance to 
Town. Rent $500, 1 month deposit, 
1 month advance. Tel:581-4155.

Pointe Blanche:New (2)1 bed-
room/1 bath furnished apartment, 
roof terrace, nice view, $1,500 
including water and electricity. 
Rice Hill:3 bedroom/2 bath semi-
furnished, pool, $2,500 including 
internet/cable. Secured residential 
neighborhood. Call:522-6513/550-
1952.

bed-
room/bath, pet friendly, pool, 
fully furnished, excellent 
view, large storage/study/
office. USD$3,500 p/m. Wi-Fi 
and cable included. Call:588-
2150.

office 
space above Carl & Sons 
Building 2 rooms, 1 bath-
room. $1,000 per month. 
Contact Jai 527-2782.

Simpson Bay: Spacious one 
bedroom apartment for rent. Unfur-
nished, utilities not included. Price 
$800 p/m. Close to banks, super-
markets, public transport. Call:520-
4722.

St.Peters 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom 
unfurnished apartment with living 
room, dining room and small kitch-
en. Maximum 2 persons. Monthly 
$500, deposit $750. Call:520-
5100/554-9119.

US 
Visa and vacation, stay at 
Apartamentu Holanda. We 
provide service to your 
appointments. Call:+5999-
868-2920/5999-565-4955 or 
email info@ 
apartamentuholanda.com

Waymouth Hills, South Reward:
New 1 bedroom apartment, air-
conditioned bedroom, bath, living/
dining room with adjoining kitchen 
separated by a bar. Available as of 
June 1st, 2015. Price $600 monthly. 
Contact:522-0452.

Looking for a pianist, guitar/bass 
players to play in a local church. For 
more information call:587-3722 or 
580-5363.
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Company N.V, Industry Drive 
#26. Call:(721)580-8427. 
Vacancy: Cleaner. 
Qualifications:Experienced
and hard working. Please 
send application/resume to 
the above mentioned com-
pany and copy to the Labor 
Office. 

look-
ing for an experienced com-
mercial diver with under 
water experienced, diving 
skills a must. Deon at 
(1721)554-2979.

looking for a 
store attendant, 25 years 
and over with working 
papers. Call between 
Monday to Saturday from 
8am to 5pm, 581-7777.

Christian young lady available,
who is honest, trustworthy, reliable
is seeking employment in cleaning
office, housekeeping or childcare
Please call:554-5503.

Container will be leaving for Ja-
maica on June 30th. Packing starts
on the 15th of June.   Call:524-1580
for more information.

Inside  yard sale on apointment
Cristal glasses, bon china plates,
very low prices. Call:542-5186/586-
6159.

Business

© GRAPHIC NEWSSource: Finance Department, International Monetary Fund

While no country has defaulted on the International Monetary Fund,
three nations owe $1.79 billion in loan repayments. If Greece fails to meet

its debt obligations in June the IMF arrears account will almost double 
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1993: Peru repays
SDR 621.0 million
Vietnam SDR 100.2m

1992: Panama
repays SDR 180.9m

1995: Zambia
SDR 830.2m

2008: Liberia
SDR 543.0m

2000: Yugoslavia
SDR 101.1m

2002: D. R. Congo
SDR 403.6m

2004: Iraq
SDR 55.3m

Jun 2015:
Greece must repay

SDR 1.23bn

$1.70 billion

Apr 2015:
Arrears stand
at SDR 1.29bn

$1.79 billion

Dec 1991: Arrears peak
at SDR 3.6 billion with
11 countries overdue

Greek default
will push
IMF arrears
account to
$3.49bn

BONN, Germany--Harm-
ful impacts of global warm-
ing such as heat waves and 
sea level rise are mounting 
and show a need for a “rad-
ical transition” to a greener 
economy, a study presented 
at U.N. climate talks said 
on Tuesday.
  Damage is growing even 
though average tempera-
tures have risen only 0.85 
degree Celsius (1.5 Fahren-
heit) above pre-industrial 
times, less than half the 2C 
set as a maximum accept-
able rise by almost 200 na-
tions, it said.
  “Negative impacts are not 

only something in the fu-
ture - they are something 
now,” said Zou Ji, a co-
leader of the U.N. review of 
consultations about science 
policy for governments 
working on a U.N. climate 
deal in Paris in December.
  All sides at the presenta-
tion of the report, on the 
sidelines of June 1-11 talks 
on the Paris accord, said 
government promises so far 
for curbs on greenhouse gas 
emissions were too weak 
to stay below the 2C goal. 
“Limiting global warming 
to below 2C necessitates 
a radical transition ... not 

merely a fi ne tuning of cur-
rent trends,” according to 
the report based on talks 
between experts and gov-
ernments.
  Such a transition would 
mean deep cuts in green-
house gases, shifting from 
fossil fuels such as coal and 
oil to renewable energies 
such as wind, hydro and so-
lar power, it said.
  The report also concluded 
that the 2C goal was too 
often wrongly viewed as 
an acceptable maximum, 
a “guardrail” up to which 
climate change would be 
manageable. But impacts 

of climate change, such as 
damage to coral reefs or 
a melt of Greenland’s ice 
that is raising sea levels, 
showed risks were already 
increasing.
  “The guardrail concept in 
which up to 2C would be 
considered safe would be 
better seen as an upper lim-
it, a defence line,” said An-
dreas Fischlin, a co-leader 
of the report.
  Thomas Stocker, a senior 
Swiss scientist from the 
U.N.’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, 
said governments faced 
tough choices in managing 

the risks of warming. “The 
elephant in the room is 
what we can do to change 
the trend in emissions,” he 
told delegates.
  Many developing nations 
favour setting a ceiling of 
1.5C above pre-industrial 
times, arguing that their 
economies are vulnerable 
to impacts such as storms, 
fl oods, droughts and sea 
level rise. Collin Beck, rep-
resenting the Solomon Is-
lands, said scientists should 
do more to examine ways 
to set up a defence line 
against 1.5 degrees.

BRUSSELS/ATHENS-
-Greece’s creditors on 
Tuesday drafted the broad 
lines of an agreement to 
put to the leftist govern-
ment in Athens in a bid to 
conclude four months of 
acrimonious negotiations 
and release aid before the 
cash-strapped country runs 
out of money.
  The joint effort by the 
European Commission, 
the European Central 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund to set out 
the terms for a cash-for-
reforms deal came after 
the leaders of Germany 
and France held emergency 
talks with those institu-
tions in Berlin on Monday 
night to press the lenders 
to bridge their own differ-
ences and fi nd a solution.
  “It covers all key policy 
areas and refl ects the dis-
cussions of recent weeks. 
It will be discussed with 
(Greek Prime Minister 
Alexis) Tsipras tomorrow,” 
a senior EU offi cial said.
  Another offi cial said Ger-
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French Presi-
dent Francois Hollande 
would put the plan to Tsip-
ras by telephone within 
hours to try to secure his ac-
ceptance. A Greek govern-
ment offi cial said Tsipras 
would travel to Brussels on 
Wednesday for a meeting 
with European Commis-
sion President Jean-Claude 
Juncker in the evening, 
upon Juncker’s request.
  “The prime minister will 
be in Brussels tomorrow 
with the Greek proposal 
in his luggage,” the offi cial 
said.
  Tsipras, who has vowed 
not to surrender to more 
austerity, tried to pre-empt 

a take-it-or-leave-it offer by 
the creditors, sending what 
he called a comprehensive 
reform proposal to Brus-
sels on Monday before they 
could complete their ver-
sion. Euro zone offi cials 
branded the Greek text 
insuffi cient and said it was 
not formally on the table.
  The Greek leader faces 
a backlash from his own 
supporters if he has to ac-
cept cuts in pensions and 
job protection to avert a 
default and keep Greece 
in the euro zone. Despite 
defi ant rhetoric and face-
saving efforts, he seems 

likely to have to swallow 
painful pension and labour 
reforms, facing the choice 
between putting them to 
parliament at the risk of a 
revolt in his Syriza party, or 
calling a snap referendum.
  Starved of aid and access 
to bond markets, Athens is 
precipitously close to run-
ning out of money. It has 
threatened to default on 
an IMF payment this week 
without a deal, though it 
also says it will reject any 
ultimatums.
  Failure to reach agreement 
this month could trigger a 
Greek default and lead to 

the imposition of capital 
controls and a potential exit 
from the euro zone, dealing 
a serious blow to Europe’s 
supposedly irreversible 
single currency. The euro 
zone source said the Greek 
document contained no sig-
nifi cant concessions on the 
main outstanding issues of 
pension and labour market 
reform, fi scal targets and 
the size of the civil service.
  The European Union’s 
economics chief said ear-
lier Athens had put forward 
fi rst proposals for pension 
reform as the talks reach a 
crunch point this week with 

Greek funds drying up. The 
chairman of euro zone fi -
nance ministers, Jeroen 
Dijsselbloem, who was not 
at the Berlin meeting, said 
there were growing indica-
tions that Greece wanted a 
deal, but that required the 
Greek government to tell 
its voters the truth, that it 
will not be able to deliver 
on all its election promises.
  “There are signs that 
Greece and Tsipras are mo-
tivated to achieve a break-
through,” Dijsselbloem 
told RTL Nieuws. “We 
aren’t far enough along and 
time is pressing.”
  “The bottom line is that 
we are not going to meet 
them halfway,” he said. 
“The package as a whole 
must make sense in budget-
ary terms.”
  The Berlin meeting 
showed that national and 
international leaders have 
taken the battle to keep 
Greece in the euro zone 
into their own hands after 
months of insisting it was a 
matter for technical nego-
tiations among experts. A 
Greek government offi cial 
said Athens would make a 
300 million euro ($329.58 
million) repayment to the 
IMF on Friday as due if 
there was an agreement 
with the creditors, hinting 
it might otherwise withhold 
the money without saying 
so explicitly.
  “If we judge that a deal 
has been sealed, then we 
will make the June 5 pay-
ment normally,” the offi cial 
said, adding that the money 
would be transferred even 
if a preliminary agreement 
had not yet been approved 
by Eurogroup fi nance min-
isters.
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the minds of children (and 
reality itself), they have only 
exacerbated the situation. 
  You see, the Charlie Chal-
lenge is a make-believe 
children’s game. That is 
all. Children are naturally 
inclined to go looking for 
spooky thrills through safe 
outlets. Such as haunted 
houses, horror movies, 
and spooky books. Charlie 

Dear Editor,
The manner in which the St. 
Maarten United Ministerial 
Foundation and the Federa-
tion of Churches of French 
St. Martin has handled the 
popularity of the “Charlie 
Challenge” is both embar-
rassing and ineffective. I’m 
sure their intentions were 
good, but due to their lack 
of understanding regarding 

Challenge is no different. 
It’s a fun ‘scary’ game that 
can do no harm. And chil-
dren know this, until groups 
such as the SMUMF and 
FEDOC find the need to 
give the children a celestial 
slap on the wrist. The issue 
here is that by condemning 
it, you are giving the fears 
of the children validity. 
  Up to this point it was a 
fun game that left the vast 
majority of children gig-
gling, it is now the gullible 
fears of the adults that in-
sert irrational and unnec-
essary thoughts into the 
minds of the kids. 
  The church groups say 
“children may experience 
all kinds of paranormal 
situations such as hearing 
voices, things being moved, 
shadows and sinister laugh-
ing”. Are you kidding me? 
They are called ‘paranor-
mal’ for a reason. They 
don’t happen. And if they 
do it is strictly in the over-
active imagination of the 
cognitively compromised 
person involved.   

  Then again if you really 
do believe in these things 
then perhaps you are naïve 
enough to see the Char-
lie Challenge as a some-
how legit occult practice 
(though no more ‘occult’ 
than your own). This is 
part of the problem, the 
people that are attempt-
ing to instruct the children 
have a weaker grip on real-
ity than the children them-
selves! It is the adults that 
are attempting to add le-
gitimacy to the (until now) 
entertaining fears of the 
children. Thinking they 
actually understood the 
concept and purpose of 
the Charlie Challenge, this 
was the first mistake made 
by the churches. 
  The second could have 
been avoided with the most 
basic comprehension of 
childhood psychology. You 
see the first thing a child 
will do after you tell them 
not to do something, is do 
it. Particularly the adven-
turesome tykes that would 
try a game like the Charlie 
Challenge. Nothing piques 
a child’s curiosity like tell-
ing them something is 
taboo. So you demanded 
them not play it and even 
“not to let their friends or 
peers pressure them into 
participating either.”  
  Congratulations SMUMF/
FEDOC, you can rest as-
sured that any child hear-
ing this warning will go out 
of their way to do exactly 
that. If they’d not played 
(or heard of) the game be-
fore, you can bet your best 
rosary they will now! So in 
one ill-fated declaration 
you have simultaneously 
deluded the minds of chil-
dren into thinking a harm-
less game will now ‘haunt 
them with fear’ and pretty 
much guaranteed they’ll all 
give it a try. Well done! 
  Now like ‘Bloody Mary’ 
last year and ‘Charlie’ this 
year, what should you do 
next time the kids brew 
up a spookily entertaining 
game? How can you help 
save their souls and allow 
them to sleep at night? Use 
the only method proven 
over the millennia to help 
alleviate the fears of many 
and bring them under-
standing. Educate them. 
But that education must 
be based in reality, not the 
church, or any other faith-
based fantasy. Explain to 
them that fear is a good 
and natural emotion for a 
child (for anyone really!). 
It comes in very handy 
when a circumstance is tru-
ly dangerous and deserving 
of it. But when applied to 

a completely safe situation, 
it is simply thrilling. 
  Skydiving, bungee jump-
ing, roller coasters and 
other activities simulate 
danger to the exhilara-
tion of countless adults.  
For children who are still 
developing their criti-
cal thinking skills, a game 
as simple as the Charlie 
Challenge can offer that 
same thrill. They want it, 
they will seek it and they 
will love it. It’s a natural 
inclination that is relevant 
throughout our entire 
lives, so stop deforming it 
into an overblown fuss. 
  The children will play 
games such as this whether 
you like it or not. So you can 
continue your current path 
of filling their heads with 
unjustified terror based on 
your own delusional view 
of the world (making a 
demonic mountain out of 
an entertaining mole hill). 
Or you can educate them 
about the real entertain-
ing reasons of their actions 
and encourage them to 

continue having fun with 
the game. Because yes, fear 
is fun (well, until you go 
and paint all your religious 
rhetoric all over it). 
  People of all ages seek it 
in a wide variety of man-
ners, and one of them is the 
Charlie Challenge. Look 
SMUMF and FEDOC, 
your most beneficial course 
of action is teach the chil-
dren about being respon-
sible people, good people, 
how to be courteous and 
respect others. 
  Teach them about real 
dangers such as drugs, un-
safe sex, gang violence, 
reckless driving and other 
aspects of their actual en-
vironment. You know, real 
life. Let activities such as 
the Charlie Challenge serve 
their purpose as an inevita-
ble and natural develop-
ment of curious and adven-
turous children. It’s just a 
game. And the sooner you 
realize that, the sooner it 
will go away.

Ash Campbell

Dear Editor,
  I have the greatest love for this island and its people. I say 
greatest because I have the utmost confidence in myself and 
my capabilities to be of great service to the island and world. 
I am one who believes that the country is a reflection of the 
condition and mind state of the people. Thus, if our country 
is productive morally, politically, educationally and socially, 
it is because a greater percent of our population are so. Un-
fortunately, since we don’t have such a population that is for-
tified in their innate capabilities, our gem of an island has 
been robbed of the element that made it home to over 100 
nationalities. 
  There seems to be a general feeling on the island that we are 
headed downhill with no means of getting back up. Confu-
cius says, “The strength of a nation derives from the integrity 
of the home.” Had we remembered and embraced our heri-
tage, we would never be so pessimistic. As written in Romans 
5:5, “Now hope does not disappoint...” In its simplicity, that 
remains a monumental phrase to be written in the bible. Je-
sus said it best when He told his disciples in Matthew 10: 29-
30, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. And 
even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”
  Our problem lies in the lack of confidence and low expecta-
tions we have for our own people. Look back at the story of 
David and pay attention to the failing faith of Saul in his ar-
my’s ability to defeat the Philistines and the mighty Goliath. 
Pay attention to the unknown shepherd boy, who became the 
valiant victor and chopped off Goliath’s head. When Samuel 
approached Jesse about one of his sons being the chosen 
one, David did not even cross the mind of Jesse even after he 
named all of his elder brothers. But while Saul was lament-
ing a nearing defeat, there was still hope of a victory. And 
had we had faith in our youth, loved them, taught them well 
and stood behind them, we would not be afraid of what the 
future holds. 
  It is pivotal that we regain and strengthen our connections 
with the Almighty. It is written in Acts 3:19 “Repent there-
fore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so 
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord.” Had the population and its elected officials practiced 
true integrity, there wouldn’t have been a blockade for gov-
ernment to do its duties and the Dutch wouldn’t be playing 

Continued on page 35
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mysterious hoping to cut the 
youngsters off from a reality 
that they can sense is there. 
That the adults stomp mind-
lessly over the existence of 
this phenomenon leaves our 
youngsters to investigate 
without adult involvement. 
  In a radio/television in-
terview with Mr. Fernando 
Clark, I had a revelation 
as he would sometimes in 
a joking and other times a 
more collaborators fashion, 
support or ask me to clarify 
what I am trying to talk to 
the public about in my mind-
ful moment articles. Most of 
my articles are based on my 
accepting my humanness by 
embracing and acknowledg-
ing my son’s illness (some-
thing he could not live with). 
  Curtis’s illness revealed to 
me our misguided beliefs of 
what made us strong – I had 
to unlearn certain beliefs by 
implementing messages of 
love, honesty, courage and 
dependence on others (you 
know, the mushy stuff). In 
his journal, he had won-
dered if “his family” would 
keep his suffering a secret. 
I believe we all want to be 
loved and valued, to be seen 
and known – to be felt. 
  Somewhere in Curtis’s 
young life, I lost connection 
with him. I lost connection 

Dear Editor,
The informal practice of 
mindfulness is another way 
of being here. One can speak 
mindfully, walk mindfully, 
and touch mindfully. Mind-
fulness begins with body 
awareness; one accepts and 
feels the feet and with curi-
osity of mind, spreads that 
outward to what is in front 
or around you. With compas-
sion, one can witness life.
  Before I go let me tell you 
about the great discoveries 
I made during this year of 
grieving. Because of Curtis’s 
vulnerability I had an oppor-
tunity to sit and ‘mindfully’ 
feel out my vulnerability and 
reflect on life and what it 
means to be a whole person. 
Looking back to when I was 
a child, I have always felt my-
self to be a bit more profound 
than the average person, a bit 
more perceptive than others 
and even a darker and deeper 
sense of feeling. 
  I am not saying this to gloat 
of my superior mysterious 
capabilities to see life; on 
the contrary I realize that 
many and, in particular, 
young people feel this in 
themselves and are often 
unsure how to relate with 
this feeling and knowing. 
That the adults deny, and 
rationalize something that is 

with myself, and by degrees 
I lost connection with others 
too. That responsibility was 
mine, but in our day to day 
living what is admired, and 
encouraged here are mate-
rial wealth, puffed up chests 
and winning. I find the mes-
sages sent throughout the 
world, to have a seductive 
lure towards false believe. 
  That we can have it all with-
out any internal trials and 
tribulations, any profound 
hurts and sacrifices, just do 
it. It dismisses our messy 
and complicated core. The 
message that winning makes 
us great that the manifesta-
tions (cars, homes, trophies) 
reveal how powerful and im-
portant we are, make us un-
der estimate and undervalue 
our efforts to be. 
  The truth is our disabilities, 
deformities, illnesses, chal-
lenges and struggles, with 
ourselves and our relation-
ships are the key compo-
nents to making us great. 
That we hide it does not 
make us superior only psy-
chologically more confused. 
We are fragile, we need to 
embrace this, not try to cure 
it (we might take better care 
of ourselves and each other 
if we remember this). 
  How we stand before pain, 
our own or someone else’s 

will reveal our humanness. 
Pride and ego (concealing 
and apathy) should be the 
monsters we wary. The great 
lesson by Curtis was the per-
mission to pull out the wel-
coming mat to my own flaws 
and weaknesses: To be there 
when I look at a loved one, to 
be mindful of the whole per-
son standing in front of me. 
  Because of Curtis, my pur-
suit of pleasure and life is 
real, not as a distraction. 
It’s like he died so that I 
could come into my body to 
live (instead of living in my 
head). Before we are mind, 
we are body and for a long 
time I could not even find 
my tears.  I have not per-
fected the realigning of body 
and mind, but I am commit-
ted to working at this for my 
forever. Still, the most im-
portant thing I have learned 
is that parents and adults 
need to have an emotional 
and psychological bond with 
their children. 
  In the social arenas more 
and more we see the adults 
disappearing from children’s 
lives and leaving them to be 
anchored to their peers. This 
is dangerous and most unfair 
(to the children) in the en-
vironment now when it is so 
easy to be lured by negative 
experiments and to become 
trapped in situations where 
adults should be present. 
  Again I am not giving our 
society the blame for Curtis’s 
passing; I am sorry for those 
who felt that I was doing that. 
I am calling for the leaders of 
all of the school and youth 
societies to re-evaluate the 
social and emotional learn-
ing (so, relating and relation-
ships) and investigating the 
feedback loop for certain 
youngsters in our society. 
The leaders hold responsibil-
ity, adjust the system when it 
no longer serves the people. 
You can recognize a caring 
country, by the way it takes 
care of its youth! 
  I want to thank the daily 
newspaper for allowing me 
a chance to voice opinions. 
I want to thank the radio 
and television host for tak-
ing the time to have me tell 
my story. I want to thank 
Curtis’s friends for sharing 
the untold side and for lov-
ing him the way they did. I 
want to thank the many peo-
ple that have hugged me, 
shared their personal stories 
with me and thanked me for 
my openness. The honour is 
mine as I grieved here and 
had you empathize with me 
and all my humanness. 
Thank you and farewell for 
now

 
Debbie Zwanikken

judge to damn your govern-
ment to life in prison. Moral-
ity has to be a driving force in 
the decision making, regulat-
ing and policy making of gov-
ernment. Because I preach 
hope, it doesn’t mean that 
we should be blind to reality.
  But look at what nature and 
history has taught us. I really 
admire the courage of baby 
sea turtles.  If one observes 
them carefully, you would 
see how great these little 
creatures are. They are laid 
in the sand and covered by 
their mother who then aban-
dons them. Left alone with no 
guardian and as they hatch, 
they scramble across the 
shore to get to their God-giv-
en destiny which is the sea. As 
simple as it may be, they can 
die in the process either by 
humans, huge crashing waves 
or predators. But that doesn’t 
stop them from trying. They 
don’t remain in their eggs 
praying that God would pick 
them up and gently place 
them in the sea. Along with 
faith must come work! Our 
innate power to achieve is 
one of the headlines of our 
history. How else could our 
ancestors have survived the 
death strokes of the whip, the 
mutilations and degradation?  

  Wasn’t it an aspiration of 
theirs and their hopefulness 
that made them believe one 
day their offspring would be 
free from the whip, tyranny, 
and subjugation? Did it not 
come to existence (although 
partially)? But where are we 
now? All the secret meet-
ings, running away and fight-
ing weren’t for us to be at the 
whim of another man or na-
tion, but to be independent 
and free. Jesus himself rose 
to action when the church 
grounds were taken over by 
vendors and merchants. He 
chased them out. Note well 
that at that period Jerusa-
lem was under the power of 
Rome, which was one of the 
most powerful nations at that 
period. 
  Here you have a common, 
godly man that rose with di-
vine power and challenged 
those who were working 
to maintain the status quo. 
Would you have done the 
same? Would you dare to 
remove those modern-day 
Pharisees, who have turned 
the house of the people into 
“a den of thieves”? If you 
truly believe in the light that 
God placed within us, you 
wouldn’t be hopeless as you 
are now. Matthew 7:21says 

that “not everyone who says 
to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will en-
ter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only those who do the 
will of my Father…” So while 
we pray and shout, hoping to 
make it in the land of milk 
and honey let us remember 
to do our job in helping the 
poor and sick, as well as fight 
corruption and evil.
  I believe that despite politi-
cal standstill we will achieve 
only if we direct our energies 
towards making a positive 
impact. While we remain 
hopeful, let’s get to work. 
Take refuge in the work of 
God, because as He states 
in Isaiah 43:2, “When you 
pass through the waters, I 
will be with you; and when 
you pass through the rivers, 
they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the 
fire, you will not be burned; 
the flames will not set you 
ablaze.” The saga of the na-
tion is the saga of its families 
written large.” The home 
and families are made up of 
individuals who each have a 
responsibility to make a con-
scious decision to become 
hopeful or remain hopeless.

Ralph Cantave

Continued from page 34.
THE AUDACITY TO HOPE AND WORK...
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By Nancy Black
Today’s Birthday (June 3) – You’re in the spotlight this year! 
Take advantage. Combine efforts for strength and power. Plan 
now to launch actions after 6/14. New domestic beginnings un-
veil after 10/13, leading to a turning point in a group project 
(10/27). Next spring eclipses (3/8, 3/23) impact your career sta-
tus and passion. Stand for love.
  To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest 
day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19) – Today is an 8 – Fulfill a fantasy. 
The next two days bring lots of career movement. Discover an 
option that was previously hidden. Trust a crazy hunch. Intu-
ition provides the best timing. Dreams provide insight. Listen 
to your angels.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) – Today is a 9 – Plan your vacation 
over the next few days. Begin a period of study and research. 
Dream big. Your wanderlust is getting worse. Travel and fun 
are favored. Give in to a romantic fantasy. Add splashes of 
color.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) – Today is a 9 – Review and make 
changes with shared finances today and tomorrow. Go over the 
numbers, and handle administrative details. Publicity works 
wonders. Point out the positives. A new power suit would be 
nice. Encourage a loved one’s creativity.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) – Today is a 9 – Work with a partner 
over the next few days. Negotiate to refine the plan. Don’t be 
afraid if you don’t know how to do something. Your instincts 
work well. Explore new possibilities. Open heart and mind. 
Listen and learn.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) – Today is a 9 – Focus on your work for 
the next few days. Replenish your reserves. Don’t over-extend. 
Increase your family’s comfort. Push for productivity and in-
creased earnings. You have what you need. Learn from an en-
gineering type. Success boosts your self-esteem.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) – Today is an 8 – Fun is the name 
of the game today and tomorrow. Let someone else drive for 
a while so you can play. Consider a romantic intrigue. Invent 
something wonderful. Find a new way to express your feelings. 
Get creative.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) – Today is a 9 – The next two days are 
good for making changes. Home and family take priority. In-
vest in efficiency. Follow your inner impulse. Others value your 
problem-solving creativity. Build on a loved one’s idea. Find 
what you need stored away.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) – Today is a 9 – Soak up your studies 
today and tomorrow. You’re especially clever with communica-
tions. Ponder choices. Get creative. Accept advice from loved 
ones and especially children. Write your thoughts. A very ben-
eficial development comes if you wait. Enjoy an outing.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) – Today is a 9 – Work and make 
money today and tomorrow. Keep organized and stick to your 
schedule. Repay a favor. Your work attracts attention. Watch 
for gift surprises, and provide some for your family. Do some-
thing nice. Make an amazing discovery.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) – Today is an 8 – You’re growing 
stronger today and tomorrow. Begin a confident phase. Make 
important connections. Accept more assignments, including a 
lucky break. Continue to build hidden wealth. Abundance is 
available. Be willing to learn new tricks. Abandon expectations.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) – Today is a 9 – You’re entering a 
two-day pensive phase. Get into planning mode. Look at the 
big picture to discover hidden opportunities. Intuition guides 
you. Keep your word. Grab an opportunity. Help your team 
succeed. Get farther than expected.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) – Today is a 9 – Today and tomor-
row favor working as a team. Set up meetings and conferenc-
es. Come up with a brilliant solution to a persistent problem. 
Clean up a mess. Someone else is pleased to drive. Others be-
lieve in you.
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Dear Queenie,
  I got married recently, just a quiet affair for the 2 of us at 
the Civil Registry.
  But none of our friends have sent so much as a card. We 
don’t need gifts, but it would be nice if they at least noticed 
this big event in our lives.
  Queenie, what’s wrong with people anyway?—Insulted 
bride 

Dear Insulted bride,
  You wanted a quiet wedding and you got a quieter one than 
you expected.
  It could be that your friends were waiting for you to at least 
send out an announcement and when they did not receive 
even an announcement, let alone an invitation to the cer-
emony, they were insulted by the “oversight” – or it could 
be they thought you preferred to let this “big event” go un-
noticed.
  Perhaps all of you can make up for it by celebrating your 
fi rst anniversary.

ing for the 2015-2016 school year and for its After School 
Programme from 2:00 to 5:00pm. For more information call 
527-4449 or email claymontessoriacademy@live.com .

Softball Programme
St. Martin Pony Baseball/Softball League informs all parents 
of girls ages 4 and older that practice and registration have 
started for its softball programme. Practice is held at John 
Cooper/Jose Lake Sr. Ballpark every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 3:00 to 6:00pm. There also will be youth 
softball and baseball games at the fi eld in Belvedere on Sat-
urdays. Registration is at the offi ce at Cannegieter Street 
93, Philipsburg. When registering take along a copy of your 
child’s passport, ID or residency papers.

Female Soccer Team
FC Soualiga is looking for ladies to join their soccer team. 
Practice at Raoul Illidge Sports Complex in Cay Hill every 
Tuesday and Thursday, 7:00-8:30pm. Contact fcsoualiga@
gmail.com or call 584-1881, Facebook: FC Soualiga, or visit 
during practice hours, if interested.

After School
Joann’s After School is now registering children ages 3½ to 
16 years for extra help in the topics Dutch and English from 
Monday to Friday after 12:00pm. For more information call 
524-0401. 

Self-Defence Classes
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu/Self Defense and Muay Thai Kickboxing 
classes are offered for adults and children at Renzo Gracie 
Jiu Jitsu St. Maarten, located at 15 Wellington Rd in Cole 
Bay. For complete schedule and more information please 
visit www.sxmbjj.com, www.facebook.com/sxmbjj or contact 
+1(721) 580 3894 or email info@sxmbjj.com

Steel Pan Classes
Adults and children 5 and over are advised to register for 
steel pan afterschool classes at Dow’s Musical Foundation. 
Registration forms can be collected at A.Th. Illidge Road 
48, Lower Prince’s Quarter, St Maarten (behind Firgos Pa-
per and Oduber agencies). For more information call 542-
6971.

Dance Classes 
Dance and Arts Dimensions Academy (DADA) is register-
ing new and continuing students at the Yogesh Complex 2nd 
fl oor, across from Le Grand Marché Supermarket, Cul de 
Sac. Sign up for Liturgical, Ballet or Jazz in dance from ages 
2 to Adult. Vocal, piano and guitar lessons are available for 
students ages 5 to adults. Registration times are Wednes-
days 5:00-6:00pm and Saturdays 11:00am to 12:00pm. For 
more information call 523-4436 or 522-5801.

Volleyball Try-outs 
United Volleyball Club is registering boys, girls and adults 
for their teams. Call 550-3435 or 520-1136 for more infor-
mation and try-out times. 

After School
Kid Connect is now accepting enrolment for its After School 
Programme, which includes Homework Help, Dutch and 
Lunch. Located in Cole Bay, Kid Connect is open from 
8:00am to 6:30pm Monday through Friday. Tel: 721-526-
6152. Email: play@kcsxm.
com . www.kcsxm.com

Study Buddy
Study Buddy Homework 
Guidance Programme for 
Secondary Students and Pri-
mary 6th graders at Milton 
Peters College, 3:00-5:00pm. 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. For more info 
contact: 580-6862/553-1253

Only notices of fund-raising events for non-profi t or edu-
cational organisations will be placed in the Events/Notices 
column. Notices/Events should be sent to 
notices@thedailyherald.com in the format used on this 
page. Do not send fl iers or press releases to this address. 

EVENTS
Saturday, June 6
WALK FOR GOD
Organised by St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church in collabo-
ration with the Divine Mercy Charismatic Prayer Group
Place: Cyrus Wathey Square, in front of the Courthouse in 
Philipsburg
Time: 7:00pm.

NOTICES
Soccer Camp
Oualichi Women’s Soccer Association is registering children 
for the Youth International Summer Soccer Camp. Registra-
tion closes June 15. Youths who register for this camp will 
have an opportunity to train with some of the world’s top 
coaches. Children between the ages of six and eighteen can 
register by emailing oualichisoccer@gmail.com or by con-
tacting Oualichi WSA through their Facebook page: Oual-
ichi Women’s Soccer Team

Swim Clinics, Classes 
Carib Swim Team, Cole Bay is registering persons for their 
“Swim and “Stroke clinics”. In addition, CST is also conduct-
ing “Intensive Week Long” swim programs for beginners 
(age 3-5), beginner plus (age 4-7), and Intermediate (age 
5-8). Each course costs US$ 50 per child per week. For more 
information email info@caribswimteam.org or check https://
www.facebook.com/carib.swimteam

Volunteers Needed
SXM Community Garden Network is a non-profi t organiza-
tion dedicated to growing quality, chemical free, and GMO 
free produce right is looking for volunteers.  For more infor-
mation call 554-4156 or email facebook.com/sxmcommuni-
tygardens. 

Summer Camp
St. Maarten Yacht Club invites children age seven and up 
to their sailing summer camp from June 8 to August 29. For 
more information and to register email: smyccoach@gmail.
com or call 5597066.

Summer Camp
No Kidding With Our Kids Foundation is registering chil-
dren 4 – 13 for their Adventure Camp planned for July 6 
thru July 17. For more information visit ASA main location 
in Suckergarden or call 5424910.

Summer Camp
Skills Educational Summer Camp is registering children 
ages 3 to 18 for its Summer Camp. For more information call 
5240401 or 5534714.

Youth Leaders
Oranje Community School OCS is looking for youth lead-
ers. For more info call 5867948 and ask for Valeria Richards- 
Schorea or Afranka Roberts after 12:00pm or call 5422464 
and ask for Olivia Jacobs.

Sign Up
St. Maarten Body Building & Fitness Association (SMBBFA) 
informs all persons interested in competing under the as-
sociation in the national championship show as well as the 
Central American and Caribbean Bodybuilding and Fitness 
Championships and other International Invitational shows 
that the deadline for signing up with the Association is June 
07. For more
information email to SMBBFA1.Sxm@hotmail.com, 
M.V.Rodney@hotmail.com, jenniferpjohnsonp73@gmail.
com

Volunteer Mentors
Foundation Voice of the Youth (SXM) is looking for volun-
teer mentors for the third group of the Sint Maarten youth 
brigade starting May 2015. The main objective of the project 
is to provide physical, cognitive and mental training. Email 
voiceoftheyouthsxm@gmail.com for more information. 

Workout competition
Team Don’t Quit (TDQ) Foundation will hold a workout 
competition at Blue Mall at 10:00am Saturday, May 30. Reg-
istration fee for participants is US $10 and entrance is free for 
spectators. Check Team Don’t Quit Facebook page for more 
information or send an e-mail to teamdontquit@gmail.com .

Sewing, Fashion Classes
Youth Development Centre of St. Martin is offering sewing 
and fashion design classes as well as a mentorship program 
for girls. Persons interested in these programs call 580-6796 
or 0690 26.93.66 or email: Ydc.sxm@gmail.com

Summer Soccer Camp
Registration is open for youth soccer players to participate in 
a three day camp for boys and girls 6-17 years July 21-23. E-
mail: oualichisoccer@gmail.com for the registration form or 
visit our website: www.oualichisoccer.com or Facebook page: 
Oualichi Women’s Soccer Team.

Seniors Transportation
Good News Baptist Church in St. Peters, next to the commu-
nity centre, will be transporting senior citizens to its services 
on Sundays, using its wheelchair-accessible Seniors Bus. Ser-
vice times on Sundays are 8:30am and 7:00pm. The bus will 
begin running at 7:30am and 6:00pm. Call 581-1468 for more 
information.

Self-defence Classes 
Ultimate Fitness Center is registering persons 15 and older 
for its Self-defence/Grappling classes now being offered in 
Philipsburg opposite Travel Planners. For more information 
call 554-5522.

School Registration
Clay Montessori Academy 
Foundation is now register-
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BVN (Dutch/Flemish) TV
Channel 122 SXM Cable

Channel 23 WTN

Wednesday, June 3
12:00pm          VRT Journaal
12:30pm          Café Corsari
  1:20pm          Eilandgevoel Schiermonnikoog
  1:45pm          Profiel
  2:25pm          Andere Tijden
  3:00pm          NOS Journaal
  3:05pm          Sesamstraat
  3:25pm          Het Klokhuis 
  3:40pm          NOS Jeugdjournaal
  3:45pm          De wereld rond met Kaatje
  3:55pm          Broodje Kaas
  4:10pm          Blokken
  4:35pm          Thuis
  5:00pm          Dagelijkse kost
  5:15pm          EenVandaag
  5:45pm          NOS Sportjournaal
  6:00pm          VRT Journaal
  6:40pm          A’dam - E.V.A. II
  7:35pm          NOS Journaal
  7:55pm          Weerbericht Europa/Afrika
  8:05pm          Memories Extra
  8:50pm          Draadstaal
  9:15pm          Nieuwsuur
10:10pm          Weerbericht Amerika/Caribiën
10:15pm          Opsporing Verzocht
10:25pm          Jinek
11:10pm          Terzake
11:45pm          1000 zonnen

TV 15 (local)
Channel 115 SXM Cable

Wednesday, June 3
  8:30am    Caribbean Medical
  9:00am    Caribbean Newsline
  9:30am    Caribbean Workout
10:00am    Music Videos
  5:00pm    Music Videos
  5:30pm    Caribbean Newsline
  6:00pm    TBA
  6:30pm    21st Century
  7:00pm    Dcomm
  7:30pm    Programming 
  8:00pm    Speaking of Everything
  8:30pm    Primetime with Beverly Hyman
  9:00pm    Aruba Week in Review/Robbie’s Lot
10:00pm    Music Videos/Caribbean Lottery
10:30pm    Live Up the Show “HIV”
11:00pm    Programming
11:30pm    Caribbean Newsline

TeleCuraçao 
Channel 130 SXM Cable

Channel 8 WTN

Wednesday, June 3
  6:30am     Mòru Bondia
  9:30am     Ban Halsa e Standarte
10:00am     Tòsti
11:00am     Dun’e un chèns
12:00pm     Boletin di Mèrdia
  1:00pm     Bo Tra’i Mèrdia
  3:30pm     Bo Ta Sigur?/Cartoons
  4:00pm     Video Zoo
  5:00pm     Pidi Boka
  6:00pm     Bonochi Kòrsou
  7:00pm     TeleDeporte
  7:30pm     FKP ta Informa 
  8:00pm     TeleNotisia
  9:00pm     Wega di Number Kòrsou
  9:10pm     Partisipashon di Morto
  9:15pm     Ministerio di Finansa 
  9:30pm     E Bon Yu di Kòrsou
10:30pm     Clips Un Kanto pa Kòrsou
11:00pm     TeleNotisia (r)

TV-CARIB (local)
Channel 10 WTN

Wednesday, June 3
  6:30am           Facing the Day
  7:00am           TV-Carib Informer (r)
  7:40am           Noticias en Español (r)
12:05pm          Viewpoint (PJD2)
                         Program Rotation
  5:00pm          Playtime
  6:40pm          Dcomm
  7:00pm          Strictly Business
  7:30pm          A Betta Place
  8:00pm          TV-CARIB Informer
  8:40pm          Movie/Special Program
  9:00pm          Live Lottery Drawings
10:00pm          Noticias en Español
10:20pm          Spanish Programs/Movie

Diesel founder Renzo Rosso poses at his offices in Breganze, Italy, in this handout picture 
taken July 16, 2014.

BREGANZE, ITALY-
-John Galliano, the star 
designer sacked by Dior 
for a drunken anti-Semitic 
rant, has been successfully 
rebuilding both himself 
and the Maison Margiela 
fashion brand since he took 
over its helm in October, 
said the man who gave him 
the job.
  Diesel founder Renzo 
Rosso, chairman and main 
shareholder of Maison 
Margiela’s parent OTB 
group, said sales were al-
ready up 20 percent at the 
fashion house even though 
only a few of Galliano’s 
pieces had so far reached 
the shelves.
  Galliano, widely hailed as 
one of the most talented 
designers of his generation, 
fell from grace in 2011 after 
a video went viral of him 
drunk in a Paris bar, saying 
“I love Hitler” and telling 
a couple their ancestors 
should have been gassed. 
Galliano blamed addiction 
to drugs and alcohol for the 
rant, said the remarks did 
not represent his real views 
and went through a pub-
lic period of rehabilitation 
sponsored by the Anti-Def-
amation League, a charity 
that fights anti-Semitism.
  He emerged with a job at 
Oscar de la Renta in New 
York in 2013 before Rosso 
tapped him last year to take 
over the house founded 
by Martin Margiela, a de-
signer known for being as 
self-effacing as Galliano is 
flamboyant. “John is a real 
pro, I am so happy to have 

him,” Rosso told Reuters 
at his company’s headquar-
ters, an hour’s drive from 
Venice.
  “He is a not a designer but 
a couturier and has great 
pyramidal thinking - turn-
ing couture concepts into 
ready-to-wear clothing and 
accessories,” added the tat-
tooed 59-year-old Italian 
entrepreneur.
  Galliano’s appointment 
raised eyebrows last year, 
not only because of his 
controversial past but also 
because of the contrast be-
tween his persona and that 
of Maison Margiela’s reclu-
sive founder. Martin Mar-
giela did not stitch his name 
on his products, never took 
a bow after runway shows 
and refused to be inter-
viewed or photographed. 

He disappeared from pub-
lic life and gave up fash-
ion after resigning in 2009. 
Sources have told Reuters 
he is now living incognito in 
Paris, spending most of his 
time painting.
  It seemed an odd fit for 
the famously preening 
Galliano, but the fashion 
industry seems to have 
embraced both the British-
born designer’s repentance 
and his new role at a house 
with a decidedly different 
profile than his own. This 
week’s edition of Paris 
Match, the best-selling 
French weekly magazine, 
carries on its cover a photo 
of lawyer Amal Clooney, 
the media-darling wife of 
film star George, in a red 
dress designed by Galliano 
for Maison Margiela.
  Rosso said he thought of 
hiring Galliano the minute 
he got sacked from Dior 
and from his own brand 
John Galliano, which is still 
controlled by Dior, part of 
the LVMH group. Sales 
at Margiela now exceeded 
100 million euros ($110 
million), Rosso said. The 
brand has been profitable 

since 2013, after more than 
a decade under OTB (Only 
the Brave) ownership.
  Before tapping Galliano, 
Rosso said he consulted 
Martin Margiela who en-
thusiastically endorsed his 
choice. “Martin told me I 
could not give his brand 
a better present as Gal-
liano was the designer he 
admired the most,” Rosso 
said.
  Margiela met Galliano for 
hours in Paris, giving him 
guidance but telling him of 
the brand: “make it your 
own,” Rosso said.
  Rosso, one of Italy’s rich-
est men, made his fortune 
with the stone-washed 
brand Diesel he founded 
in 1978, which he grew with 
off-the wall ad campaigns. 
One featured a woman in 
a denim burqa, another 
had two male sailors kiss-
ing, and another showed a 
model on a giant cigarette 
with the slogan “how to 
smoke 145 a day”.
  Two years ago, he hired 
Lady Gaga’s former styl-
ist, Nicola Formichetti, to 
“reboot” the fashion label. 
Now he is preparing a new 

ad campaign with Formi-
chetti, who has worked a lot 
on Diesel’s core products 
such as jeans and leather 
jackets, but he said it would 
not be as provocative as in 
the past.
  “Today, I cannot be as 
crazy as I was before,” 
Rosso said. “The world has 
changed. You constantly 
have to be careful not to of-
fend anyone.”
  Diesel has sacrificed more 
than 85 million euros in 
revenue in the past year to 
clean up its distribution, 
particularly on the Internet, 
where too many discounted 
items were sold, Rosso said.
  In 2014, OTB’s earnings 
before interest, tax, depre-
ciation and amortisation 
(EBITDA), fell to 117.4 
million euros from 138.1 
million in 2013, on net 
sales of 1.5 billion euros, 
down 1.2 percent, but up 
0.5 percent when excluding 
foreign exchange impacts. 
Diesel represents more 
than 65 percent of sales.
  While Rosso serves as 
chairman, OTB is run by 
joint CEOs Riccardo Stilli 
and Rosso’s son Stefano, 
who have said they are on 

the lookout for potential 
acquisitions of up to 500 
million euros. Two years 
ago, it bought Italian fash-
ion brand Marni, which 
should become profitable 
next year when sales exceed 
150 million euros, Renzo 
Rosso said.
  Rosso said he was contem-
plating an initial public of-
fering (IPO) but not before 
five years, a move which 
could coincide with his 
decision to resign as chair-
man, he added. “I think an 
IPO would give stability to 
the group and make em-
ployees feel safer,” he said.
  In the jetset world of fash-
ion, Rosso remains some-
thing of an iconoclast. He 
criticised other fashion 
brands for wining, din-
ing and flying journalists 
around the world to attend 
shows, write reviews and 
post images on their Insta-
gram and Twitter accounts.
  “How independent can 
these journalists’ reviews 
be?” asked Rosso about 
journalists and bloggers 
who stay in luxury hotels 
and travel for free to attend 
fashion shows.
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File photo of former German chancellor Helmut Kohl attend-
ing an unveiling ceremony of bust of German artist Kaethe 
Kollwitz in Berlin June 26, 2013.

JERUSALEM--An Israeli 
soldier was spared 11 days 
in detention for eating 
pork, a non-kosher food, 
the military said on Tues-
day, after a public outcry.
  Secular standards some-
times clash with conserva-
tive Jewish law in Israel. 
Local media said the sol-
dier, an American immi-
grant, was not aware that 
his ham sandwich, obtained 
off-base, was in breach of 

religious dietary restric-
tions enforced on military 
premises.
  “Bottom line - we made 
a mistake,” armed forces 
spokesman Brigadier-Gen-
eral Moti Almoz said on 
Facebook of the sentence.
  “There are tensions in Is-
raeli society, and there are 
varied positions and opin-
ions. In the IDF (Israel De-
fence Forces) there is room 
for everyone,” he said. 

Actor Eddie Redmayne and wife Hannah Bagshawe arrives 
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art Costume Institute Gala 
2015 celebrating the opening of “China: Through the Looking 
Glass,” in Manhattan, New York May 4, 2015.

LOS ANGELES--Oscar-
winning actor Eddie Red-
mayne will enter the world 
of magic in Warner Bros’ 
anticipated “Harry Potter” 
spin-off movie “Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find 
Them,” the studio said.
  Redmayne, 33, who won 
a best actor Oscar this year 
for his role as Stephen 
Hawking in “The Theory of 
Everything,” will play magi-
zoologist Newt Scamander, 
“who in his travels has en-
countered and documented 
a myriad of magical crea-
tures,” Warner Bros said 
this week.
  The tale is set in New 
York, 70 years before the 
saga of boy wizard “Harry 
Potter,” and is described as 
neither a prequel or sequel, 
but rather an extension 
of author J.K. Rowling’s 
popular Wizarding World 
of magic. Time Warner Inc-
owned Warner Bros has an-
nounced three “Fantastic 
Beasts” fi lms that will fol-
low the adventures of Newt 
Scamander.

  Rowling, who will make 
her screenwriting debut 
with “Fantastic Beasts,” 
is one of the world’s best-
selling authors. Her seven 
“Harry Potter” novels have 
sold more than 450 million 
copies around the world, 
and spawned an eight-part 
fi lm franchise that grossed 
more than $7 billion at the 
worldwide box offi ce.

BERLIN--Former German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
has been in hospital since 
early May recovering from 
hip replacement surgery 
and a further operation but 
is doing well and hopes to 
begin rehabilitation soon, 
his offi ce said on Tuesday.
  Kohl’s offi ce issued a 
statement on his health 
following reports that the 
85-year-old father of Ger-
man reunifi cation was in 
intensive care at a clinic in 
Heidelberg.
  Bunte magazine, citing 
sources close to Kohl, said 
his plans to leave the hos-
pital in early June were in 
doubt after he was forced 
to undergo additional sur-
gery on his intestine.
  “Under the circumstances, 

Dr. Helmut Kohl is doing 
well,” his offi ce said, con-
fi rming that another op-
eration had been necessary 
after the hip replacement. 
“In a next step he plans to 
go to a rehabilitation cen-
tre for his new hip, which 
he will combine with a va-
cation.”
  Germany’s longest serving 
post-war chancellor from 
1982 to 1998, Kohl was 
one of Europe’s towering 
leaders in the second half 
of the 20th century but he 
has been physically frail for 
years and is usually seen in 
a wheelchair.
  At home he is celebrated 
as the father of German re-
unifi cation. He also pushed 
through the introduction of 

the euro currency together 
with his close ally French 
President Francois Mit-
terand.
  In recent years, Kohl has 
espoused the benefi ts of 
closer European integra-
tion and voiced doubts 
about the way his former 

WASHINGTON--U.S. Sec-
retary of State John Kerry 
on Tuesday underwent suc-
cessful surgery to repair a 
fracture in his right leg and 
his recovery is not expected 
to interfere with his offi cial 
duties, his surgeon said.
  Kerry, 71, broke his right 
femur on Sunday while cy-
cling a portion of the Tour 
de France route in the Haute 
Savoie region of France, 
raising questions about how 
deeply he may be involved in 
Iran nuclear talks ahead of a 
self-imposed June 30 dead-

line.
  Dennis Burke, an orthope-
dic surgeon at Massachusetts 
General Hospital where the 
surgery took place, said the 
secretary of state was con-
scious throughout the four-
hour operation, which took 
place under regional anes-
thetic.
  “The procedure was un-
complicated, the fracture 
was fully repaired, and we 
plan to get him up walking 
on Wednesday,” Burke said. 
“I anticipate a short hospital-
ization, a full and complete 

recovery, and a return to 
normal function.”
  “I do not anticipate that 
this will interfere with his du-
ties as secretary of state,” he 
added.
  A U.S. military aircraft on 
Monday brought Kerry to 
Boston from Geneva, where 
he had had negotiations on 
Saturday with Iranian For-

eign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif. One of the cen-
tral questions after Kerry’s 
fall was whether it would 
affect negotiations between 
Iran and six major powers 
seeking to strike an agree-
ment to curb Iran’s nuclear 
program in exchange for 
relief from economic sanc-
tions.

  Those talks, in which Ker-
ry has been immersed, are 
due to conclude by June 30, 
though previous such dead-
lines have slipped and senior 
Western and Iranian offi cials 
have suggested that could 
happen again. The State 
Department on Monday 
said Kerry was committed 
to meeting the deadline and 

that he expected to be back 
in the negotiating room by 
the end of the month.
  The United States and 
some of its allies suspect 
that Iran is using its civilian 
nuclear program as a cover 
to develop atomic weapons. 
Iran denies this, saying its 
program is for peaceful pur-
poses. 

protege, Angela Merkel, 
has dealt with the euro 
zone debt crisis.
  His reputation was marred 
by a fi nancing scandal in his 
party, the Christian Demo-
cratic Union (CDU), that 
came to light after he left 
offi ce.

BERLIN--George Cloo-
ney and his wife Amal Al-
amuddin do want to have 
children, the U.S. actor was 
quoted on Monday as say-
ing, after he caused a stir 
last month by saying par-
enthood was not high on his 
priority list.
  Asked by German news-
paper Bild whether he and 
Alamuddin, a human rights 

lawyer, were interested in 
having kids, the two-time 
Oscar winner said: “Yes, 
but we’re taking our time.”
  Clooney told U.S. network 
CBS late last month he had 
not really thought about 
having children, adding it 
“hasn’t been high on my 
list”. Clooney said he had 
been asked about that a lot 
lately because of his recent 

marriage and his latest fi lm 
“Tomorrowland”, which 
has children in it.
  Clooney, 54, told Bild he 
had dreamed of becoming a 
professional baseball player 
when he was younger and 
had later wanted to become 
a journalist. He ended up 
selling insurance and cut-
ting tobacco for a while. 
  “I always wanted to be 

a baseball player – not 
enough talent,” he said. “I 
wanted to be a journalist 
like my father – not smart 
enough. Now I am what I 
am – and very happy.”
  Clooney, once dubbed the 
world’s most eligible bach-
elor, married Alamuddin 
last September in Venice.
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CAY HILL—Sister Marie 
Laurence School played 
two games in the annual 
Primary School Water polo 
Competition at Raoul Il-
lidge Sports Complex pool 
Tuesday.  Sister Laurence 
started the six game day 
taking on St. Dominic.
  Kane Matser netted seven 
goals as he led Sister Lau-
rence to a 10-5 victory.  Af-
ter a rest period it was back 
in the pool to face Sister 
Borgia. Thiery Martina and 
Cevano Carty both scored 
five each as their Sister 
Borgia team cruised to an 
11-4 victory.
  Sixteen teams are com-
peting in the tournament 
which is divided into two 
pools.  In Pool A are Hill-
side Christian,    Sister 
Magda,   Regina, Dr. Mar-

Sister Marie Laurence faces Sister Borgia in the annual Primary School Water polo Competi-
tion at Raoul Illidge Sports Complex pool Tuesday.

tin Luther King Jr., Sis-
ter Borgia, Genevieve de 
Weever, St. Dominic and 
Sister Marie Laurent,
  In Pool B are Seven Day 
Adventist, Learning Un-
limited, St. Joseph, Ruby 
Labega, Charles L. Bell, 
Oranje School, Methodist 
Agogic Center and Leon-
ald Connor.
  Methodist Agogic Cen-
ter also played two games 
yesterday.  Carlon Celes-
tin scored three times and 
team mate Daniel Hob-
good found the back of the 
net twice as MAC squeezed 
past Oranje School 6-5.  Ja-
hiem Philips netted three 
for Oranje. In their second 
game Leonald Connor won 
a shoot-out 13-12. Leedje 
Bocio was good for nine 
goals and Ashara Richard-

son added two to the win-
ning tally. Carlon Elastin 
scored six for MAC.  Yohan 
James and Kailon Bedmin-
ister both netted a trio for 
MAC.
   Riley Castro was the top 
scorer of the day.  He blast-
ed 10 to the back of the net 
as Hillside Christian blew 
Dr. Martin Luther king Jr. 
out of the pool 12-1. Richie 
Ellis prevented the shut 
out.
  Learning Unlimited best-
ed Ruby Labega 7-4.  Emee 
Wierth netted three for LU 
while Yudanthony Daniels 
had five for the Labega 
School.
  Action continues this 
morning starting at 8:00am.  
The final is schedule for 
Friday.

ST.  EUSTATIUS-- James 
Saladin, a Statia body 
builder, won a gold medal 
at the annual Cross Fit Last 
Man Standing held on Bo-
naire May 31. Two other 
Statia body builders com-
peted and medalled. Layo 
Woodley took silver and 
Linroy Smith won bronze.
  The competition included 
truck pulling, tire pull-
ing and running with a full 
wheelbarrow.  In the semi-
finals the group pounded 
tires with a heavy sledge 
hammer. The competition 
started at 9:00am and ran 
until 6:00pm.
  The Statia crew united 
with Team Rasiman from 
Bonaire which is headed by 
a fitness trainer Elton Rasi-
man who had trained with 
the Statia athletes when 

Tourism Public Relation Officer Teena Lopes welcomes back 
to St. Eustatius Layo Woodley, James Saladin and Linroy 
Smith after they competed in the Last Man Standing competi-
tion in Bonaire.

he visited the island a few 
months ago.
  The group trained long 
and hard prior to the trip 
to assure they have great 

condition for the matches 
and were sponsored by the 
St. Eustatius Sport Facility 
Foundation. 

LA SAVANE --SXM One 
Love Chargers Under 15 
team took first place and 
the Under 17 took second 
in their respective divisions 
of the 2014-2015 French 
Side Basketball Tourna-
ment at La Savane Satur-
day, May 30.
  The U-15 squad beat AYA 
60-53.   The U -17 Chargers 
were defeated by Killer 
Bees 74-61.

SXM One Love Chargers Under 15 and Under 17 teams display the first and second place 
trophies they won at the 2014-2015 French Side Basketball Tournament.

   “We won’t stop”, the mot-
to of the SXM One Love 
Chargers began as the vi-
sion of the then 13-year-old 
Ki-Mani Olivacce.  Stem-
ming from a try-out that 
brought out 70 athletes 
ages 13-17 June 2014, two 
teams were formed under 
the guidance of Coach De-
rick Prince, with the initial 
assistance of Coach Delano 
Hutchinson. 

   Coach Prince shaped 
the youth into the champi-
ons they are today, always 
keeping player develop-
ment  a top priority and 
also reminded the players 
to maintain a good aca-
demic standing in order to 
continue in this extracur-
ricular sport.
  The team was sponsored 
by Nature’s Discount.

Sharmin Turner from St. Eustatius Tourism Development 
Foundation presents a check to Calvin Simmonds of the Pony 
League. The donation is to help a group of about 16 local ath-
letes, ages 12 and under and four adults travel to Puerto Rico 
so they can represent and promote the island at the Pony Ca-
ribbean Zone youth baseball tournament, June 30 to July 6. 

ANGUILLA—Through a 
donation from a family that 
visits Anguilla the Anguilla 
National Tennis Associa-
tion (ANTA) is able to be-
come a member of the In-
ternational Tennis Federa-
tion (ITF). This will enable 
the island to host regional 
and international events 
that will be a much needed 
boost to Anguilla’s tennis 
framework. 

  ITF Developmental Co-
ordinator for the Carib-
bean, John Goede visited 
Anguilla last week. He said, 
“The ANTA is at the morn-
ing of a beautiful tennis day 
where all in the nation will 
feel the passion of the new 
executive. Embrace the 
game and team up for ten-
nis Anguilla.”
  The Moszkowski fam-
ily, who are friends of the 

Anguilla Tennis Academy 
(ATA), donated US$2876 
to secure the ATA member-
ship and partnership with 
the ANTA to the ITF. “Our 
family is so pleased to make 
this special contribution to 
secure the ATA member-
ship and partnership with 
the ANTA to the ITF. We 
have loved Anguilla from 
the first day we came to 
the island, and we are cer-
tain that there will be great 
benefits to the children of 
Anguilla, as well as to the 
community at large, with 
the ANTA and ATA work-
ing together to ensure the 
growth and development of 
the sport,” a spokesperson 
for the family commented. 
  President of the ATA 
Mitch Lake remarked, 
“The ATA is excited about 
the future of tennis in An-
guilla now that the ANTA 
will be a participating mem-
ber of the ITF. We will work 
closely with the ANTA to 
ensure that our grassroots 
tennis programmes receive 
maximum benefits and op-
portunities for our young 
tennis players.”
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1966.
  With his key sidekicks ei-
ther sidelined or hobbled, 
James has averaged 27.6 
points, 10.4 rebounds and 
8.3 assists during the post-
season.
  Cleveland swept Atlanta 
in four games to book their 
first trip to the Finals since 
2007 when James was in the 
midst of his first Cleveland 
tour before leaving for Mi-
ami and returning home 
this season.
  Golden State’s 40-year 
wait to return to the Fi-
nals has come at a physical 
price. Curry, averaging 29.2 
points during the postsea-
son, took a violent fall in 
the Western Conference 
final and has not appeared 
quite the same since.
  Meanwhile, backcourt 
mate Klay Thompson sus-
tained a concussion in the 
team’s series-clinching win 
over Houston last week 
but returned to practice on 
Monday and expects to be 
ready for the Finals.
  Working in the Warriors 
favor is that Thursday’s 
Game One will have giv-
en each team seven days, 
which is the longest gap in 
history between the end of 

the conference finals and 
start of the Finals.
  Rust could be an issue for 
both sides and the job of 
preparation will fall on the 
shoulders of a pair of first-
year head coaches.
  Golden State’s Steve 
Kerr and Cleveland’s Da-
vid Blatt give the Finals 
two rookie NBA coaches 
for the first time since the 
league’s inaugural season 
(1946-47). The two have 
taken divergent paths to get 
here, however.
  Kerr won five NBA cham-
pionships as a player and 
worked in the front office 
before landing with the 
Warriors. Alongside assis-
tant coach Alvin Gentry, 
who has just been hired to 
take over the New Orleans 
Pelicans head job next sea-
son, Kerr has crafted an of-
fense and culture that won 
a league-best 67 games and 
has been lauded around the 
league.
  Conversely, Blatt’s ar-
rival to the NBA has been 
met with criticism and 
speculation about his job 
status as the former Euro-
pean coaching giant learns 
the pressures of coaching 
James.

  The supporting cast of the 
Cavaliers will be critical as 
will the health of All-Star 
guard Kyrie Irving who 
missed two games of the 
conference final due to an 
ailing left knee.
  Long-range bomber J.R. 
Smith stepped up in Ir-
ving’s place and delivered 
some critical performances.
  Cavs Australian guard 
Matthew Dellavedova has 
been a lightning rod this 
post-season with his scrap-
py play ruffling opponents 
but sparking Cleveland. He 
may have his sights set on 
getting physical with Curry.
  The Warriors are capable 
of pushing back, however. 
Defensive wizard Dray-
mond Green and tough big 
man Andrew Bogut give the 
team bite and help them 
compete in the rebound-
ing battle even as they go to 
small lineups. 
  

PARIS-- Swirling winds 
caused mayhem and cha-
os at Roland Garros on 
Tuesday but Jo Wilfried 
Tsonga and Stan Wawrinka 
emerged unscathed to set 
up a French Open semi-
final.
  On a day when Wawrinka 
would have hoped to bask 
in the glory of beating his 
celebrated rival Roger Fe-
derer 6-4 6-3 7-6(4) for the 
first time on a grand slam 
stage, it was a freak acci-
dent that set the claycourt 
major abuzz.
  Tsonga had whipped the 
delirious Court Philippe 
Chatrier crowd into a fren-
zy as he charged into a 6-1 
5-2 lead against Japan’s 
Kei Nishikori when pierc-
ing screams were suddenly 
heard from high up in the 
stands.
  A large rectangular metal 
panel had fallen from un-
derneath the TV commen-
tary boxes, hitting specta-
tors on the top row.
  The incident even caught 
umpire Carlos Bernardes 
unaware, as he tried to re-
sume the contest by calling 
for “Quiet Please” before 
he realised that everyone 
was distracted by the mis-
hap which left a silver-

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga of France returns the ball to Kei Nishikori of Japan during their men’s 
quarter-final match during the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium 
in Paris, France, June 2. Tsonga  won 6-1 6-4 4-6 3-6 6-3.

Ana Ivanovic of Serbia returns the ball to Elina Svitolina of 
Ukraine during their women’s quarter-final match during the 
French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium 
in Paris, France, June 2. Ivanovic won  6-3 6-2.

haired spectator and two 
others injured.
  As the stricken fans were 
led away by first-aiders, 
Tsonga and Nishikori were 
ushered off court for what 
turned out to be a 40-min-
ute disruption, during 
which 12 rows of spectators 
were evacuated and the 
area cordoned off.
  The unexpected break 
initially did nothing to stall 
Tsonga’s momentum and 
he returned to finish off Ni-
shikori in the second set.
  But after the Japanese 
hero threatened to gate-
crash the French party by 
roaring back in the next 
two sets, Tsonga sunk to his 
knees in triumph as he once 
again raised hopes of end-
ing France’s 32-year wait 
for a men’s Roland Gar-
ros champion with a heart-
pumping 6-1 6-4 4-6 3-6 6-3 
victory.
  The celebrations for Tson-
ga did not end there as he 
etched “ROLAND, JE 
T’AIME” into the red clay 
with his right shoe before 
collapsing on to his back to 
form the T in the message.
  “You supported me. I will 
never forget it,” he told the 
roaring crowd.
  Gusting winds also proved 
problematic in the two 
women’s quarter-finals to 
take place on day 10 of the 
championships -- but 2008 
title winner Ana Ivanovic 
and Czech 13th seed Lu-
cie Safarova weathered the 

conditions that periodically 
turned the courts into red 
dust bowls to set up a last 
four date.
  
  Federer Outwitted
  For men’s second seed Fe-
derer, however, hopes of a 
second French Open crown 
were gone with the wind 
as he was outplayed, out-
thought and outwitted by a 
rival he had beaten in every 
one of their previous four 
grand slam meetings.
  Federer’s wife Mirka hid 
her worried eyes behind 
dark shades and bit her 
nails ragged as the match 
neared its inevitable con-
clusion, with a forehand 
volley from Wawrinka kill-
ing off the 2009 champion’s 
chances of adding to his 17 
grand slam trophies.
  “Many things... didn’t go 
well, but mostly it’s because 
of Stan’s quality of shot 
making, forehand, back-
hand, serving big when he 
had to,” said the 33-year-
old.
  “(The conditions) were 
tough. So it’s impressive 
the way Stan was able to 
play.”
  A day after knocking 
out 2014 champion Maria 
Sharapova, Safarova’s ex-
citement kept soaring as 
she stormed into her first 
Roland Garros semi-final 
with a 7-6(3) 6-3 win over 
Spain’s Garbine Muguruza.
  “It’s not easy because you 
have so many emotions go-

ing on... I couldn’t really 
fall asleep yesterday, and 
then I woke up so early,” 
said Safarova, who is bid-
ding to become the first 
Czech to triumph in Paris 
since Hana Mandlikova in 
1981.
  “So I was a little tired in 
the morning. But the will to 
win and to be in the semi-

finals was so big that once I 
stepped on the court I was 
just fighting and playing re-
ally well.”
  Ivanovic’s boyfriend, Bay-
ern Munich midfielder Bas-
tian Schweinsteiger, looked 
far more animated than his 
Serbian girlfriend when she 
completed a 6-3 6-2 win 
over Ukraine’s Elina Svi-

tolina.
  Whooping and exchang-
ing high-fives with the rest 
of Ivanovic’s entourage in 
the player’s box, Schwein-
steiger stood up to give 
the seventh seed a stand-
ing ovation as she reached 
a grand slam semi for the 
first time since her 2008 
Paris triumph. 

NBA

NORTH CAROLINA-- 
Dynamic Carolina Pan-
thers quarterback Cam 
Newton has signed a lu-
crative five-year contract 
extension that will keep 
him with the National 
Football League team 
through the 2020 season 
as he targets the fran-
chise’s first Super Bowl.
  Though no financial 
details were revealed by 
the Panthers, local me-
dia estimate the deal to 
be worth $103 million, 
with $67.6 million guar-
anteed for the first three 
years.
  “I’m so thankful for this 
opportunity,” Newton, 
26, said during a news 
conference on Tuesday. 
“I live my life to inspire 
others, for that kid in 
high school or college 
facing adversity.
  “I can’t state this 
enough. This does not 
change anything about 
his dream. It accelerates 
it.

Continued from page 44.

Schedule of games 
for the 2015 NBA Finals

Game 1 - June 4 at Golden State
Game 2 - June 7 at Golden State
Game 3 - June 9 at Cleveland
Game 4 - June 11 at Cleveland
Game 5 * June 14 at Golden State
Game 6 * June 16 at Cleveland
Game 7 * June 19 at Golden State
(*-if needed)
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fifth wicket but Stokes was 
out for 29 just before lunch, 
caught by Ronchi as he at-
tempted an ambitious cut 
off Williamson.
  Cook’s innings, lasting 
nearly four hours, ended on 
56 when he was trapped lbw 
by part-time spinner Wil-
liamson before Moeen Ali 
was bowled for two, shoul-
dering arms to a ball from 
Matt Henry that struck his 
off stump.
  Stuart Broad made a 

breezy 23 before he was 
bowled by Williamson but 
Buttler and Mark Wood 
shared a gritty ninth-wicket 
partnership of 42.
  Tim Southee, with the 
second new ball, had Wood 
caught in the slips by Craig 
for 17 and Buttler’s brave 
three-hour knock ended 
on 73 when he offered no 
stroke to Craig and was out 
lbw.
  England won the first test 
at Lord’s by 124 runs.

Washington Nationals first baseman Ryan Zimmerman (11) hits a RBI sacrifice fly against the 
Toronto Blue Jays during the fifth inning in game one of a double header at Nationals Park in 
Washington. Jays won the first game 7-3 while Nationals took game two 2-0.  In other action 
A’s bested Tigers 5-3, Red Sox beat Twins 1-0, Phillies squeezed past Reds 5-4, Marlins beat 
Cubs 5-2 and Rockies defeated Dodgers 6-3.(Brad Mills-USA TODAY Sports.)

NEW YORK-- Washington 
Nationals outfielder Bryce 
Harper continues to be the 
top vote-getter in National 
League All-Star balloting.
  Harper, who is tied for the 
major league lead in home 
runs with 18, has received 
2,323,186 votes. He is fol-
lowed in the outfield by the 
St. Louis Cardinals’ Matt 
Holliday (1,654,428) and the 
Miami Marlins’ Giancarlo 
Stanton (1,210,108).
  The San Francisco Giants’ 
Buster Posey (1,679,730) 
moved past the Cardinals’ 
Yadier Molina (1,542,231) as 
the leader at catcher.
  Other position leaders are 
Cardinals shortstop Jhonny 
Peralta (1,279,711), Car-
dinals third baseman Matt 
Carpenter (1,974,503), Mar-
lins second baseman Dee 
Gordon (1,531,048), and 
Dodgers first baseman Adri-
an Gonzalez (1,380,696).
  The All-Star Game will be 
played July 14 in Cincinnati.
  
  Dodgers
  Los Angeles Dodgers out-
fielder Scott Van Slyke was 
placed on the disabled list 

with a back injury.
  He was replaced on the ros-
ter by veteran Chris Heisey. 
The Dodgers already are 
without injured outfielders 
Carl Crawford and Yasiel 
Puig.
  In 34 games this season, Van 
Slyke is batting .264 with two 
home runs and 14 RBIs.
  Left-hander Ian Thomas 
was recalled from Oklahoma 
City to be the 26th man on 
the roster for Tuesday’s dou-
bleheader.
  
  Phillies
  Kevin Slowey is moving 
from the mound to an of-
fice job, accepting a position 
as a special assistant to Ma-
jor League Baseball Players 
Association director Tony 
Clark.
  The 31-year-old Slowey 
spent seven years in the ma-
jor leagues as a pitcher for 
the Minnesota Twins and Mi-
ami Marlins. The right-hand-
er went to spring training 
with the Philadelphia Phillies 
this year as a non-roster in-
vitee on a minor league con-
tract but was released in late 
March.

  
  Tigers
  The Detroit Tigers pur-
chased the contracts of in-
fielder Josh Wilson and out-
fielder Daniel Fields from 
Triple-A Toledo, optioned 
right-hander Buck Farmer to 
Toledo and placed outfielder 
Rajai Davis on the paternity 
list. Davis is expected to re-
join the Tigers on Friday, ac-
cording to GM Dave Dom-
browski.
  
  Jays
  The Toronto Blue Jays sent 
catcher Josh Thole to Tri-
ple-A Buffalo and activated 
catcher Dioner Navarro, 
who was sent to Buffalo for 
a rehab assignment on May 
26. Navarro had gone on the 
disabled list April 23 with a 
strained left hamstring.
  
  Marlins
  The Miami Marlins called 
up right-hander Kendry 
Flores from Double-A Jack-
sonville. He replaces de-
posed closer Steve Cishek on 
the roster.

HAVANA-- The New York 
Cosmos dominated Cuba 
4-1 on Tuesday in a soccer 
friendly meant to promote 
better relations between 
the United States and Cuba 
and demonstrate that base-
ball-mad Cuba is also be-
coming a soccer nation.
  International goodwill 
was on display as the U.S. 
flag was unfurled on the 
pitch and the U.S. nation-
al anthem played before 
the match, both rarities 
in Communist-governed 
Cuba.
  But the Cuban national 
team disappointed against 
a club from the second-tier 
North American Soccer 
League, falling behind 4-0 
in the first half on two goals 
by Lucky Mkosana and one 
each from Sebastian Guen-
zatti and Hagop Chirishian.
  Cuba, which has not ap-
peared in a World Cup 
since 1938, scored five min-
utes into the second half on 
a strike by Andy Baquero.
  Raul, the former Real Ma-
drid striker and Spain cap-
tain who is now the face of 
the Cosmos, went scoreless.
  The Cosmos became 
the first U.S. professional 
sports team to visit Cuba 
since detente in Decem-
ber, when U.S. President 
Barack Obama and Cuban 
President Raul Castro an-
nounced they would seek to 
restore diplomatic relations 
that were severed in 1961.
  A daylong rain dissuaded 
many fans who left empty 

the uncovered sections of 
the 28,000-seat Pedro Mar-
rero Stadium.
  Those who showed were 
in a festive mood, starting 
with chants for Brazilian 
football great Pele when he 
appeared from a balcony 
before the match. Pele, 74, 
a star from the Cosmos 
teams of the 1970s, was on 
his first visit to Cuba.
  Fans even cheered the 
prematch warm-ups, blow-
ing horns and waving flags 
while cramped under a 
leaky corrugated metal roof 
on one side of stadium.
  Baseball remains Cuba’s 

national sport but soccer 
has gained in popularity, 
as evidenced by multiplying 
contests on dusty pitches 
and a proliferation of Real 
Madrid and Barcelona jer-
seys.
  “I want Cuba to win but 
I came to follow Raul, the 
mythical No. 7 from Ma-
drid,” said Raydel Aguirre, 
a 23-year-old graphic de-
signer who paid one peso 
($0.05) for his ticket and 
was wearing the jersey of 
Real Madrid’s current No. 
7, Cristiano Ronaldo.
  Seated at midfield, Lionel 
Hernandez, 47, waved both 
Cuban and U.S. flags from 
the same staff. He consid-
ered the match, and the 
new U.S.-Cuban relations, 
to be momentous.
  “Everything is advancing 
and this is part of it,” Her-
nandez said. “I’m not refer-
ring to the people because 
there were never any differ-
ences between us, but polit-
ically, yes, this is progress.”

CRICKET

CHICAGO-- The Chica-
go Bulls introduced Iowa 
State’s Fred Hoiberg as 
their head coach on Tues-
day, and the new helmsman 
said he had his heart set on 
a return to the National 
Basketball Association.
  Hoiberg played 10 seasons 
in the NBA, including four 
with the Bulls, before a 
heart ailment ended to his 
playing career.
  After serving in the front 
office of the NBA’s Min-
nesota Timberwolves he 
became head coach at Iowa 
State and compiled a 115-
56 record with the Cyclones 
that included four consecu-
tive NCAA tournament ap-
pearances.
  “The pinnacle for coaches 
is the NBA,” Hoiberg, 42, 
told a Bulls news confer-
ence six weeks after having 

open heart surgery.
  General manager Gar 
Forman, who has known 
Hoiberg for some 20 years, 
was confident he had the 
right man for the job.
 

New York Cosmos player Raul Gonzalez (R) and Cuba’s Yeni-
er Marquez fight for the ball during a friendly game in Havana 
June 2, 2015. The New York Cosmos dominated Cuba 4-1 on 
Tuesday in a soccer friendly meant to promote better rela-
tions between the United States and Cuba and demonstrate 
that baseball-mad Cuba is also becoming a soccer nation.

Continued from page 44.
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for the development of the 
game in impoverished parts 
of the world.
  Kalusha Bwalya, Football 
Association of Zambia presi-
dent and former African 
Footballer of the Year, said 
he was shocked. “The man 
has done a lot for FIFA,” 
he said. “For Africa he was 
always there, he was always 
caring.”
  The investigation closed 
in on Blatter on Tuesday, 
when FIFA denied that his 
right-hand man, Secretary-
General Jerome Valcke, was 
implicated in a $10 million 
payment relating to the 2010 
World Cup in South Africa 
that is at the heart of the U.S. 
case.
  At the same time, a letter 
addressed to Valcke from the 
South African Football Asso-
ciation was published outlin-
ing the transaction.
  Hours later FIFA called the 
emergency news conference 
and Blatter, who became 
FIFA secretary general in 
1981 and president 17 years 
later, announced his deci-
sion.
  During his FIFA career he 
survived a series of scandals 
including widespread accusa-

tions that Qatar bought the 
right to stage the 2022 World 
Cup in a country with little 
football history and where 
summer temperatures regu-
larly top 40 degrees Celsius 
(104 F). Qatar has always de-
nied any wrongdoing.
  After what was described as 
the worst day in FIFA’s his-
tory last Wednesday, Blatter 
told the conference: “Foot-
ball needs a strong and ex-
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BERLIN-- Confi dent Ger-
many are hoping to add a 
third Women’s World Cup 
title to their collection de-
spite a long club season and 
a short pre-tournament 
preparation.
  Having qualifi ed in sen-
sational fashion after win-
ning all 10 of their Group 
1 games, the Germans are 
brimming with confi dence 
ahead of the tournament, 
having scored 62 goals and 
let in four in the qualifi ca-
tions.
  “Our team is outstanding, 
we have immense potential 
and the necessary quality 
to go very far in this tour-
nament,” said 36-year-old 
goalkeeper Nadine Anger-
er, preparing for what will 
be her fi fth World Cup.
  “We only have this aim in 
our sights and everything 
else is secondary,” added 
the two-time World Cup 
winner, who will be retiring 
this year.

  Germany are in Group B 
for the June 6-July 5 tour-
nament in Canada and will 
face Ivory Coast, Thailand 
and Norway.
  But with German players 
in club action as recently 
as last week, coach Silvia 
Neid, who is stepping down 
next year after over a de-
cade at the helm, has had a 
far from ideal preparation 
in Switzerland.
  Frankfurt beat Paris St 
Germain in the Champi-
ons League fi nal on May 
14 with seven Germany in-
ternationals involved while 
others still had domestic 
league matches.
  “This is the biggest chal-
lenge because of the 
preparation time we had,” 
said Neid, who has been 
involved in each of Ger-
many’s two World Cup wins 
and eight European Cham-
pionship victories either as 
a player, assistant coach or 
coach.

  Her 23-member squad 
includes 18 players who 
won the European crown 
in 2013 as well a handful of 
Under-20 World Cup win-
ners from the 2014 tourna-
ment also held in Canada.
  “In the past weeks we 
gathered a lot of impres-
sions and at the end it was 
nuances that made the dif-
ference,” Neid said of her 
fi nal World Cup squad.
  She will be missing 2014 
FIFA World player of the 
year Nadine Kessler, out 
due to injury, as well as 
experienced attacking mid-
fi elder Lira Alushi, who is 
pregnant.
  Celia Sasic, the Bundes-
liga top scorer, will be in 
charge of getting the goals 
as she did in Frankfurt’s 
2-1 Champions League win 
over the French club.
  Frankfurt teammate Sim-
one Laudher is also back 
in training after an injury 
scare in the fi nal. 

SYDNEY-- Chelsea man-
ager Jose Mourinho deliv-
ered a damning assessment 
of home-grown midfi elder 
Ruben Loftus-Cheek’s per-
formance in Tuesday’s 1-0 
tour win over Sydney FC.
  The teenager, viewed as 
one of the brightest young 
prospects with the English 
champions, replaced Diego 
Costa before halftime but 
was substituted himself half 
an hour later.
  “He has to learn that at 19 
you have to run three times 

Raheem Sterling in action with Chelsea’s Ruben Loftus Cheek in this fi le photo of the Barclays 
Premier League.

as much as the other guys,” 
Mourinho told a news con-
ference.
  “You have to play in your 
limits and you don’t have to 
play like a superstar with 
the ball at your feet because 
this is not the under-18s.
  “I don’t accept that a 
player ... when we don’t 
have the ball, doesn’t press, 
he doesn’t have intensity 
and he is waiting for other 
people to recover the ball,” 
added Mourinho following 
Chelsea’s fi nal match of the 

season.
  “I don’t accept that in 
superstars and I don’t ac-
cept that in a 19-year-old 
kid. He has to learn what it 
takes to play for us.”
  Loftus-Cheek has been 
brought into the fi rst-team 
squad this season but made 
only sporadic appearances 
for the Londoners.
  Earlier this year the Portu-
guese said that he expected 
the teenager to play a more 
prominent role next term. 

perienced leader. One that 
knows all the ins and outs 
and can work with our part-
ners”.
  Overcoming opposition 
from European soccer’s gov-
erning body UEFA, which 
threatened at one point to 
boycott the Congress, he 
was elected for another four 
years. His fi fth term lasted 
just four days.

BLATTER

GERMANY- Former Bra-
zil international Zico has 
expressed a desire to run 
for president of FIFA fol-
lowing Sepp Blatter’s shock 
resignation on Tuesday.
  Blatter rocked the world 
of soccer by unexpectedly 
saying he would step down 
as FIFA president in the 
wake of a corruption in-
vestigation that reportedly 
may include the embattled 
chief himself.
  The 62-year-old Zico, 
who played in three World 
Cups, served as Brazil’s 

sports minister in the 1990s 
and has decades of expe-
rience at all levels of the 
game including manage-
ment stints in Japan, Tur-
key, Russia, Greece and the 
Middle East.
  “Why not?” he asked in a 
Facebook post from Berlin 
where he attend Saturday’s 
Champions League Final.
  “My life has always been 
in football. It’s a passion I 
served with seriousness and 
respect in Brazil and other 
countries.”

Continued from page 44.
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LEEDS, England-- New 
Zealand bowled with fire 
and fielded superbly to 
crush England by 199 runs 
in the second test on Tues-
day and level a gripping 
two-match series at 1-1.
  The hosts, chasing a record 
455 to win, were bowled out 
for 255 on the final day, only 
defiant fifties from Alastair 
Cook and Jos Buttler hold-
ing up the New Zealanders 
who sealed their fifth test 
victory in England.
  The hosts had resumed on 

 England’s Stuart Broad is bowled for 23 runs by of Kane Williamson in the second test of the 
Investec  Series in England Tuesday. New Zealand won by 199 runs.

44 for no wicket and Adam 
Lyth failed to add to his 
overnight 24, feathering a 
swinging ball from pace-
man Trent Boult through to 
wicketkeeper Luke Ronchi.
  Gary Ballance unconvinc-
ingly negotiated 25 deliver-
ies for six runs before Boult 
produced a venomous full 
delivery that crashed into 
the left-hander’s stumps.
  Ian Bell, on one, turned 
a bouncing ball from spin-
ner Mark Craig straight 
into the hands of Kane Wil-

liamson at leg-slip and Joe 
Root was brilliantly caught 
off Craig for a second-ball 
duck by Tom Latham at 
short leg.
  With England’s slim hopes 
of victory all but over, 
Cook and Ben Stokes ad-
opted a cautious approach, 
although the all-rounder 
produced a couple of trade-
mark crisp boundaries to 
entertain a sparse crowd on 
a chilly day at Headingley.
  The pair added 40 for the 

ZURICH-- Sepp Blatter 
rocked the world of soccer 
on Tuesday by unexpectedly 
quitting as FIFA president in 
the face of a corruption in-
vestigation that has plunged 
the game’s governing body 
into the worst crisis in its his-
tory.
  Blatter, 79, announced the 
decision at a hastily arranged 
news conference in Zurich, 
six days after police raided a 
hotel in the city and arrested 
several FIFA officials, and 
just four days after he was 
re-elected to a fifth term as 
president.
  Blatter said an election 
to choose a new president 
would be held as soon as pos-
sible, though a FIFA official 
said it would probably not 
take place until December at 
the earliest.
  “FIFA needs profound re-
structuring,” said Blatter, a 
Swiss national who has been 
a dominant presence at FIFA 
for decades.
  “I decided to stand again to 
be elected because I was con-
vinced it was the best option 
for football.
  “Although the members of 
FIFA gave me a new man-
date, this mandate does not 
seem to be supported by ev-
eryone in the world.”
  His decision was welcomed 
by his most prominent critics.
  European football federa-
tion chief Michel Platini, a 
French former international 
player and favourite to suc-
ceed Blatter as FIFA presi-
dent, said: “It was a difficult 
decision, a brave decision, 
and the right decision.”

FIFA President Sepp Blatter leaves after his statement during a news conference at the FIFA 
headquarters in Zurich, Switzerland, June 2. Blatter resigned as FIFA president on Tuesday in 
the face of a U.S.-led corruption investigation that has plunged world soccer’s governing body 
into the worst crisis in its history.

  The second favourite, 
Jordan’s Prince Ali bin Al 
Hussein, who stood against 
Blatter but withdrew after 
gaining 73 votes to Blatter’s 
133 in the first round of last 
Friday’s vote, stopped short 
of confirming he would run 
again.
  Asked if there should be a 
fresh start at FIFA, he told 
Britain’s Channel 4 News: 
“I’m willing to help.”
  Greg Dyke, chairman of the 
English Football Association 
and one of Blatter’s most 
outspoken critics, said it was 
“good news for world foot-
ball” but then questioned 
Blatter’s motive. “Who got 
him? Who shot him?” he 
asked.
  “I don’t believe he went 
for any sort of moral basis 
so something has happened 
between then and now which 
means he has to resign.”
  FIFA, which Blatter had led 
since 1998, was left reeling 
last week by the announce-
ment of a U.S. investigation 
into alleged widespread fi-
nancial wrongdoing stretch-
ing back for more than two 
decades.
  Swiss authorities also 
mounted their own criminal 
probe into the award of the 
2018 and 2022 World Cups 
to Russia and Qatar, respec-
tively.
  Russian Sports Minister 
Vitaly Mutko said Blatter’s 
decision to step down was 
“courageous” and would 
help prevent a split in FIFA.
  While Blatter was not men-
tioned in either the U.S. or 
Swiss investigations, there 
had been widespread calls 

for him to quit, mostly from 
Western nations. Some ma-
jor sponsors also expressed 
misgivings about the impact 
of the scandal.
  Two sponsors, Coca-Cola 

Co, and Adidas welcomed 
Blatter’s resignation.
  “Today’s news marks a step 
in the right direction on FI-
FA’s path to establish and fol-
low transparent compliance 

standards in everything they 
do,” Adidas said.
  The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the U.S. 
Attorney’s office had no im-

mediate comment.
  The office of the Swiss At-
torney General, which is 
investigating alleged crimi-
nal mismanagement and 
money laundering at FIFA, 
said Blatter’s resignation 
would have no effect on its 
proceedings. It said Blatter 
himself was not subject to in-
vestigation.
  
  Scandal Intensifies
  European sports officials 
said it was an important move 
but that FIFA needed deeper 
changes. French Sports State 
Secretary Thierry Braillard 
called it a first step to restore 
confidence. “Beyond the 
people, structural reforms 
must be undertaken.”
  Blatter had initially at-
tempted to bat away the fu-
rore, relying on his extensive 
network of friends to hold on 
to power at FIFA.
  Football associations in Af-
rica and Asia had stood by 
him despite the scandal, say-
ing they welcomed the FIFA 
funds he channelled to them 

NEW York- - The Cleve-
land Cavaliers and Golden 
State Warriors will both be 
trying to deliver a champi-
onship to their title-starved 
fans when the NBA Fi-
nals open this week with a 
mouthwatering matchup 
between two of the game’s 

best players.
  While the Warriors last 
won a title for the city of 
Oakland in 1975, the city of 
Cleveland has not celebrat-
ed a championship since 
the 1964 Cleveland Browns 
of the National Football 
League.

  Both the Warriors and 
Cavaliers will be leaning 
on their respective most 
valuable players to restore 
glory, and though Ste-
phen Curry took home the 
league’s top player award 
this year LeBron James still 
wears the unofficial crown.

  What four-time MVP 
James has accomplished 
with this season’s Cavaliers 
team is one of his great-
est feats and has returned 
him to the NBA Finals for 
the fifth consecutive year, a 
feat not accomplished since 
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